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Preface about Egypt 

Sheikh Qadhi: Mabrook on Mubarak! Alhamdulilah they are on the road to justice, and Allah 

loves justice. 

Even non-Muslim nations that are just and fair receive some type of blessing because Allah loves 

justice so much. The reason we have sent our Prophets is so that people can stand with justice! 

Insha‘Allah the person that replaces him will be infinitely better. 

We as American Muslims have to be very clear on a very misunderstood concept. Islam does not 

require us to consider establishing a Muslim state in America. Recall the Muslims in Abyssinia. 

The Muslims were guests; when given the permission to live in amongst non-Muslims we cannot 

be traitors and think about over throwing them. Logically, we‘re a tiny percentage of the total 

population -- it‘s not going to happen! Theologically, we are not required to establish a Muslim 

state. The movements that are in America that attempt to do so are not just. 

The individual root cause of terrorism is terrorism that is state-sponsored. When a government 

goes and bombs and kills people around the world, those people will find a way to come bomb 

them back.  

Our role is to educate and preach. We should learn and teach other Muslims about our deen, and 

we should show the non-Muslims the realities of our religion. 

It is easier to be a practicing Muslim here in America; you always wear your religion on your 

sleeve. The level of good you can do here is unparalleled to what you can do overseas when 

Muslims are the majority. 

Look at other lands where Muslims have immigrated, such as Trinidad, Ghana, etc. They stayed 

there! Did anyone return to his or her original lands? No, because those countries became their 

home. 

We have to think the same way about America. This is where our parents immigrated and where 

we were raised. We know this culture. Our English is better than our Somali, Urdu or Arabic. 

We must consider this our home. The faster we come to realize this the better for the Western 

Muslim Ummah! 

Light of Guidance Material: 

Ibadah – once have defined Ibadah, we cannot perform anything we have called Ibadah to 

anything other than Allah. When you do Ibadah, and Allah is not on your mind; it‘s Shirk. 

Today we will talk about a lot of concepts people have confusions about. We will talk about 

issues that some groups use these concepts in that go against Tawheed.  

Tabarruk 

Linguistically, baraka has two meanings: 



- To remain and linger 

- To nurture and generate 

 

Islamically, baraka means 

- The presence of divine blessings in an object and increasing those blessings. 

 

Remember, all good (baraka) is only from Allah. 

 

Meaning of Tabarak: 

1. He is Exalted (in His Perfection, and His Being and from all defects) 

2. He is Holy and Blessed. 

3. All good emanates from Him 

 

Only Allah decides who, what, and when something or someone has baraka. 

Hadith Bukhari: ―All good comes from your hands, Oh Allah.‖  

 

Some things that are blessed with baraka: 

1. The Qur‘an  

2. All the prophets, especially the Prophet Muhammad (saws) 

a. Blessings of his teachings 

b. Blessings of his persona 

i. Blessings in his actions and du‘as. There are many Ahadith where his 

dua‘s were answers right then and there. In one example, a Bedouin man 

came to the Prophet (saws) and said ―don‘t you see we‘re in a drought? 

We are starving! Our children our thirsty!‖ Prophet Muhammad (saws) 

then made du‘a for rain, before he had even lowered his hands, they saw a 

large dark cloud full of rain that poured and poured. The Bedouin said, 

―We didn‘t see the sun for a week; there was nonstop rain! Oh Messenger 

of Allah, our kids our drowning!‖ Prophet Muhammad (saws) then made 

du‘a to stop the rain and the sun came out. 

ii. Blessing in his physical persona 

1. It is narrated that the Prophet‘s sweat was collected because it was 

the best of all perfumes 

2. They would use his clothes to cure themselves of aliments, put 

clippings of his hair in water and drink it 

3. Angels 

a. Where the angels come, the shayateen flee. Angels do not like things we do not 

like; foul sounds, smells, images/idols, loud music 

4. Pious people 

a. Being in their presence teaches you more; their baraka is in their company, in the 

things they teach you. 

Places which are blessed 

- the Ka‘bah, the city of Makkah and surrounding holy sites (prayer in Masjid al Haram = 

100,000 prayers) 

- the Prophet‘s (saws) Masjid and the city of Medina (prayer in Masjid al Nabawi = 1000 

prayers) 



- Masjid al Aqsa specifically, and al Sham in general ( = 500 or 250 prayers) 

- All Masajid (the most beloved places to Allah) ―the best of all places in any city are 

Masajid‖  

 

Hadith Bukhari: The Prophet (saws) said: ―do not undertake a journey except to one of three 

mosques: 1) Masjid al Haram in Makkah; 2) this Masjid of mine (Madinah); and 3) Masjid al 

Aqsa.‖ 

What does ―do not undertake a journey‖ mean? Does it mean ―do not travel‖? No – it means do 

not undertake a religious pilgrimage for the sake of traveling to worship Allah there. Any other 

traveling you do, it should not be for the sake of worshiping Allah in a specific land. For 

example, you can visit Damascus to visit relatives (main intention for travel) and you can pray in 

Masjid al Umayyad, but you cannot go to Damascus with the main intention of praying in 

Masjid al Umayyad. The masjid in one city is not any more blessed than the masjid any other 

city. Moreover, you cannot pray in Masjid al Umayyad there thinking you will get more 

blessings. It is not anymore blessed than your local masjid. 

Some timings which are blessed: 

1. The month of Ramadan, specifically Layla al Qadr 

2. The ten days of Dhul-Hijjah 

3. The sacred months Dhul Qa‘dah, Dhul Hijja, Muharram and Rajab 

4. Friday is the best day the sun rises 

5. The last third of the night 

6. The early morning, especially for obtaining worldly blessings. 

When you start early in the morning, the amount of things you can 

do from 5 or 6 or 7 AM you will never be able to do after 4 PM 

because there is baraka in the early hours!  

Factors that bring about baraka 

Ikhlas – mentioning Allah‘s name at the beginning of any act. Following the proper Sunnah. 

1. Tabarruk with the Prophet (saws) after his death 

a. This is allowed: 

i. Studying his actions, reading his Hadith 

ii. Believing in him, studying his life. You will receive baraka from this 

b. What isn‘t allowed? 

i. Traveling with the intention to visit his grave 

1. Your niyyah is to worship Allah, to pray in his masjid, not to visit 

his grave! You should visit his grave and give salat w salam on his 

grave, but you did not spend 5000 dollars to go visit his grave; you 

went to pray in his masjid. Just because you are physically closer 

to him does not mean you will get any closer to Allah, so, don‘t 

seek baraka from the Prophet‘s grave. 

ii. Seeking blessings by kissing/touching the grave 



1. If you think the copper barrier around his grave is blessed, you are 

wrong. We are not a superstitious religion, we have been blessed 

with knowledge. We know his body was blessed, but not his grave. 

iii. Asking the Prophet (saws) to make du‘a to Allah 

1. There are people who sit outside his grave and pray to him 

2. People write notes for the Prophet (saws) and try and throw it into 

his grave 

a. This is pollution and Shirk! 

b. Not to mention the Prophet (saws) was illiterate? 

iv. Going on tours in Makkah/Medina and seeking the exact places that the 

Prophet prayed in ‗accidentally‘ (vs. making the intention to go there to 

pray) 

1. This place does not become holy 

2. The people in Makkah who walk around offering ―tours‖ are 

scamming you; historically we cannot know for sure where the 

Prophet (saws) prayed. Who‘s going to remember exactly where 

the tent of the Prophet was while he was traveling? 

3. If you went camping in the middle of the woods, and the next year 

return to the same area, would you be able to say exactly where 

your tent was? 

4. Or in the area where Battle of Badr took place – some people will 

say ―this is where the Prophet stood! This is where Abu Jahal 

stood!‖ – no! How would anyone know? 

v. Seeking blessings by doing ‗sunnah‘ or ‗bid‘ah‘ acts on the day of his 

birth. 

1. The only things we should do, if anything, on Mawlid al Nabi is 

discuss his Seerah, but even then we shouldn‘t specifically choose 

the day of his birth do to this!  

2. Loving the Prophet (saws) is shown by following his Sunnah, not 

by doing things on his birthday.  

3. Abu Bakr and Umar ibn Khattab loved the Prophet (saws) more 

than anyone, and they would‘ve never have thought of celebrating 

his birthday. 

4. When the people in a community celebrate the Mawlid, don‘t go 

berserk on them. You opposing it will cause more problems than 

good. They will call you Wahabi, and cause more problems. Just 

keep in mind that one day inshallah, you will be the one in charge 

of the Masjid, and then you can change things. 

2. Tabarruk with ‗saints‘ 

Ibn Rjab says: “To summarize, these matters are a fitnah for the one who exalts and the one 

who is exalted, due to the over-exaltation that will occur, and which will lead to bid’ah and 

maybe even lead to a type of shirk.” ( - al Hikam al Jahirah p. 55) 

3. The cloth of the Ka‘bah; it is not uncommon to get a small piece of the Ka‘bah, because 

the Saudi government changes it every year and it is distributed to ―VIPs‖ around the world 

(usually kings or presidents) which then get passed to family members, friends, etc, so many 



people could have a piece of the cloth of the Ka‘bah. There is nothing in blessed in the cloth 

of the Ka‘bah, and the stones it is made of aren‘t blessed either. Only the black stone is 

blessed. We believe Allah sent it down from Jannah. Umar ibn Khattab said: ―Oh stone, I 

know you‘re just a stone and you cannot give me anything, but because I saw the Prophet 

(saws) kiss you, I will do the same.‖ The stone was sent down from the time of Adam and 

has been there since the time of Prophet Ibrahim (saws). 

Is improper tabarruk shirk or bid’ah? 

Important Evidences 

-Recall the basis of all shirk: worshipping once-pious living men. Al-Lat was a good man who 

used to feed the pilgrims, so when he died, the people built a monument over his grave and that 

monument eventually became the idol of the jahilyeen ‗al-Lat.‘ He was a good man who was put 

above his level. Al-Lat became the biggest idol in that region. And still, the number one problem 

of shirk in the ummah of today is worshipping the graves of righteous people.  

- Hadith of Abu Waqid al-Laythi 

 Abu Waqid was a new Muslim. He knew nothing about Islam (he was a new convert) but 

had joined the army of the Prophet. The Prophet (saws) passed by a tree used to hang the 

weapons of the jahilli army when they would go into battle. The jahlili thought it was a good 

luck charm. Abu Waqid asked the Prophet (saws) ―why don‘t you make for us a good luck charm 

like that?‖  (Because he was a new Muslim he didn‘t know better). Prophet (saws) said. 

―SubhanAllah, you asked me the same thing the Children of Israel asked Moses: ―why can‘t you 

make a god like that for us?‖ Abu Waqid wasn‘t asking for a god, but he wanted a ―good luck 

charm‖ or a baraka, and the Prophet (saws) equated that with asking for another god, because 

you are attributing powers of Allah to an object. You are making this object the source of the 

powers of Allah. If a person seeks blessings from an object or grave, this is shirk because you 

have made something else a god.  

Note: There is a distinction: if you think there is baraka in objects from Allah this is not shirk, 

but bid‘ah, but to think the object is the one giving you the ―good luck‖ is shirk. 

Incident of Umar (radi Allahu 3anhu) with the Treaty of Hudaybiyah. 

Reasons for this type of bid‘ah 

1. Ignorance of the reality of tabarruk 

2. Over-exaulting the status of ‗saints‘ 

3. Imitating non-Muslims 

4. Considering non-sacred places to be sacred 

5. Analogy between the Prophet and saints 

6. Fabricated stories 

 

Q & A 

1. What is the evidence that the hair of the Prophet was used by the sahaba? 



a. It is in the Hadith. 

2. Can you comment that some people claim the barakah is in the prodgeny of the Prophet? 

a. This is not true. They do have a little bit of respect, but they do not have any 

holiness or baraka; only the Prophet (saws) did. 

3. Can I listen to Qur‘an while I am working out or doing household chores? 

a. It is not haram, but it is not appropriate. You should pay attention when listening 

to Qur‘an. 

4. Are we allowed to draw smiley faces?  

a. Yes  

5. Some of my non-Muslim friends think Tawaf is just worshiping a cube. How do we talk 

to them about this? 

a. We say that Allah commanded us to this and we do this with the intention of 

pleasing Allah in mind, not the cube. 

6. Zamzam water is blessed? 

a. Yes, it has baraka. You should drink it, bring it to other lands and drink it, make 

du‘a on it and give it to others. 

7. What‘s the ruling on saying Jumuah Mubaraka? 

a. You can say it; it is a blessed day! 

8. Wiping your face after making Du‘a? 

a. It is in a hadith, but it is a weak hadith. Those who do it follow a weak hadith. 

9. Kissing the Qur‘an? 

a. Yes you can, it has baraka. 

10. You said we shouldn‘t visit other masajid, what about Masjid Al Kuba? 

a. We said you shouldn‘t travel with the intention of visiting any other mosque 

except Masajid Al Haram, Al Nabawi and Al Aqsa. 

11. Clarify the difference betwee bid‘ah and shirk? 

a. If you think the object has the attributes of Allah and the baraka is coming from 

THE OBJECT, this is shirk. If you believe the object has the baraka FROM 

ALLAH, the is bid‘3ah. It is a subtle difference, but it is there. 

Talismans and Omens 

Rule: to ascribe any type of supernatural power to other than Allah, or to believe that an object in 

and of itself can cause harm or good, is pure shirk. 

Every culture and society has talismans and omens. When the Prophet came, the Jahili people 

had many talismans and omens. There are many clear Hadith about talismans and omens. The 

prophet specifically warned us from using talismans. 

Explicit Narrations on the Topic 

These objects would clearly have been prohibited even if explicit ahadith did not exist with 

regards to them. However, to make it even more clear, hadith prohibited talismans for; 

1. protecting themselves/children/animals from evil 

2. curing them from sickness 

3. bringing good luck to them 

4. increasing or breaking love between spouses. 



Incident of Ibn Mas‘ud: One day, Ibn Mas‘ud came home and sat next to his wife. He saw her 

wearing a talisman. He said ―what is this?‖ She replied ―One of my neighbors made if for me, 

and it is to protect me from a disease that causes my eyes to tear constantly.‖ Ibn Mas‘ud ripped 

it off her neck and threw it away. He said ―the wife of Ibn Mas‘ud has no need to commit shirk!‖ 

She said ―Oh Ibn Mas‘ud! But it worked! My eyes stopped tearing!‖ He said, that was a shaytan 

that used to poke your eye and make you tear. But then when you wore talisman it was pleased 

and left. It was happy you committed shirk. But had you turned to Allah and done what the 

Prophet said, it would have been better.  

Prophet himself refused to take an oath of allegiance from anyone who was wearing a talisman. 

He once asked man what are you wearing this copper bracelet for? The man said to protect me 

from rheumatism. The Prophet (saws) said, get rid of it, if you die with it you die in shirk. 

There is a Hadith that says: Whoever wears something shall be left to it. [Hadith Tirmidhi]  

Once a group of people came to him to accept Islam. The Prophet (saws) accepted the Islam of 9 

of the 10 but refused the 10
th

, because he was wearing a talisman.  

What about Qur‘anic talismans (decorations or necklaces with ayat, ―Allah‖ necklaces)?  

Qur‘anic talismans cannot be considered shirk, because the Qur‘an is the actual speech of Allah; 

it is an attribute of Allah. There is an element of baraka and protection the Qur‘an, but is this the 

best way to get the baraka of the Qur‘an? No. The best way is to recite the Qur‘an and believe in 

it. Also, the Mus7af: you must have wudu to physically touch the Qur‘an. Also keep it at the top 

shelf out of respect. Ibn Mas‘ud, the famous companion said wearing the Qur‘an around your 

neck should not be done. It was disapproved. It was not haram, Shirk or bid‘ah, but it was 

disapproved.  

Reasons why: 

1. The Prophet did not use the physical book as protection 

a. How did the Prophet use the Qur‘an? He used to recite ruqyah. You recite the 

Qur‘an then blow it into your hands and wipe it on your body. This is how we 

should do it. 

2. Others will not know the content, so presume it is allowed to wear. 

3. The wearer will without doubt expose it to circumstances not befittting 

a. If you wear necklaces of Qur‘an or Allah around your neck, you will be 

committing sins while wearing it or you will be entering the bathroom while 

wearing it 

b. The Qur‘an was not meant to be put into your glove compartment; this is not 

respectful 

 

What about decorating the house with Qur‘an, like Ayat al Kursi? Some scholars are 

against it, but honestly, if a wife wants to decorate their house, it is better to do it with 

Qur‘an than anything haram. But, again, consider that your TV is right there next to it, 

and it will show things that are not always halal, and this is not respectful to the Qur‘an. 

To be safe, pictures of just generic natural scenery are best. 

 



Omens 

What is sinful is to act upon it; to merely feel it is a sign of weakness in Iman. 

Examples: - opening an umbrella indoors, seeing a black cat. Really?? You are challenging the 

power of Allah because you walked under a ladder? This society, the pinnacle of civilization, 

still has buildings with no 13
th

 floor. This is ridiculous. 

It the time of the Prophet, people would read into birds. Where did they see the birds, what color 

were they? Where did it fly? What kind of bird was it? Because of this, omens were called 

―tiyarah‖ from the word ―Tayr‖ for bird. Hadith Bukhari ―Al tayartu shirk, al tayaratu shirk‖. Ibn 

Mas‘ud said ―And everyone amongst us has issues [we have been raised with the ideas that 

certain things are bad omens], but Allah will remove it by us putting his trust in him.‖ We have 

been conditioned to think a black crow means death, but work on erasing those feelings, and put 

your faith in Allah subhana wa ta3ala. 

There is one good omen: 

Hadith Bukhari: The Prophet (saws) said ―There is no such thing as omens. There is no such 

thing as omens, but I like ―al fa2il‖. They asked, ―What is al fa2il Oh Messenger of Allah?‖ He 

said, ―a positive/optimistic word, or a good name.‖ The bottom line is 1) to read into a positive 

omen that 2) Allah blesses you with. To ascribe it to Allah! Subhanallah. Example: Suppose you 

make du‘a to Allah and you sincerely make du‘a. It‘s been cloudy all day and when you open 

your eyes the sun is shining. Can we say, oh Allah is giving me a sign? Yes, you can say Allah 

will answer your du‘a. We are supposed to have optimism in Allah. Anything that increases that 

optimism is good.  In the incident of Hudaybiyah, the Prophet (saws) was in stalemate with 

Quryash. All negotiations had failed. Then a man came to the Prophet with the name of Suhail 

ibn Amar. It means ―the easy one‖ and the Prophet took this as a positive omen. He derived a 

positive omen simply from the man‘s name. So any good omen that links you to Allah is a good 

thing! 

Why is the belief in talismans and omens Shirk? Shirk is opposite of Tawhid, so consider the 

three aspects of Tawhid: 

Rububiyyah: it goes against this because you are believing in something other than Allah. 

Asma wa Sifat: you are ascribing powers to the ―talismans‖ which should be ascribed to Allah 

Uluhiyyah: you are putting your trust in other than Allah (tawaqul), and tawaqul is an act of 

worship, so you are directing an action of worship to other than Allah 

 

Si7ir (Magic) 

We need to understand and illustrate that magic is in fact a reality. Though it is politically 

incorrect (in this society people do not believe in magic), we know it is a reality. From studying 

the Qur‘an and Sunnah, the goal is that through knowledge, you stop fearing it. You should not 

be scared of anyone at all except Allah! Knowledge gives you a bravery that is real because you 

understand it.  

Now, we are not talking about pulling rabbits out of a hat. This type of ―magic‖ is really just 

illusion, trickery and deceit. We are talking about si7ir that involves the jinns.  



Reality of magic – seeking help from the jinns. 

The nature of the jinn is that they crave attention and adoration. In order for the jinn to work for 

you, it must be pleased, i.e worshipped. So many people (especially sisters) attribute so much 

power to the jinns, astughfirallah this is not right. They are lower than our species! It is 

cowardice that a nobler species is afraid of the jinns who are lower than us. How do we know 

they are lower us? The jinns were told to prostate to Adam (saws) out of respect. They do not 

have as much intelligence as us. Allah gave us more intellect and 3aqad. Yes the jinns trump us 

in other things, such as ―senses‖ we do not have, so they will excel us in those things. And it is 

because of those characteristics that people fear them. The main difference is what we are 

created from. Our source of creation is potter‘s clay. Because of this we are solid bodies and we 

are physical entities; we can only run so fast, etc. What are jinns made of? Smokeless fire; 

energy. Is energy physical? No. Can energy be blocked by physical objects? No! It‘s a different 

―dimension.‖ In physics terms, they travel at speed of light. They can go to Australia and back in 

the twinkling of an eye. If you were to ask a jinn ―what‘s my brother doing in Timbaktu?‖ it 

could physically go there, come back and tell you. It‘s natural for the jinn to do this. Jinns can go 

through entities (you can‘t trap energy). Therefore, you cannot stop them or trap them because 

physical matter doesn‘t trap them. Whoever says bismillah as-Salamu Alyakum when they enter 

the house, the shayateen cannot enter. Where the angels are, the shayateen leave.  

This equation is interesting to the physicists among us: E=mc
2
. (Energy and matter‘s 

relationship.) Sheikh Yasir has his own theory from what he knows of Islam and science, and he 

says, the jinns already know the reality behind that equation and have the power to transform to 

matter into energy and energy into matter. They can take a physical entity, such as a pen, a book, 

or the throne of the Princess of Sheeva, take it through the walls of palaces and carry it and go 

through the walls of Suleman house and transform into energy, bring it somewhere else and 

convert it back to a throne. Allah gave this power to some jinns. Sheikh believes this represents 

the pinnacle of the strength of the jinns. Allah gave Suleman the power to control the jinns. The 

average jinn can be held down (if it is in the body) by two men, three men, or five men. It is not 

as if, ―all powerful jinns‖ exist. So, jinns are faster than men, jinns are invisible, jinns are 

physically powerful than men, but at the end of the day we are above them and preferred above 

them. We are the civilization the jinns imitate. They learn our languages, they speak English and 

Arabic. They follow our religions: there are Muslim jinns, Christian jinns, Buddhist jinns. There 

are no prophets of the jinns; they listen to the prophets of man. Allah subhana wa ta3ala gave us, 

the nobler race, the prophets alhamdulilah. One day the sahaba couldn‘t find the Prophet (saws) 

and they panicked. When he came back he said I was with the jinn, and took the sahaba and 

showed them the remnants of the jinn, and taught the jinns what they needed to know about their 

religion (they have different fiqh, eg. They don‘t need to do wudu because they are not physical 

entities but they have other rules) and this day is Laylatul Jinn. Allah has blessed them with 

finding Baraka in our bones and in the bones of our food. We should not spoil it for them. If you 

are eating something with bones, remove the bones and put it off to the side somewhere else. 

Jinns have their own animals too. When we understand who and what jinns are, we can 

normalize them. The only thing that freaks us out about the jinns, is that we cannot see them. If 

we could see them we would treat them and view them the way we see any inferior species. 

Sometimes we remove the natural fear and give it a type of supernatural fear. When you have 

iman, even natural fears become minimal. A natural fear of jinns is normal, but we should not 

ascribe a supernatural fear to them. When you are a good Muslims, you are protected from the 



jinn and shayateen. Before you sleep, recite Ayat al Kursi, the last two ayahs of Surat al Baqarah, 

Surat al Ikhlas, al Nas, and al Falaq, you are protected! 

Since men are above jinns, they have been jealous and wish they had the position of men and 

have an ―inferiority complex‖. They want to become superior over man. When you 

understand their psychological complex, you begin to understand what si7ir is. The jinn gives 

his services to si7ir. For example, a si7ir will tell the jinn to go harm someone or bother 

somebody. If anyone could see the jinn, they would be angry at them instead of scared, and 

your thought process would be more along the lines of ―Get out of here! What are you 

doing?!‖ just like we get annoyed with insects or pests. We don‘t believe in ghosts or spirits 

or souls coming back; it‘s all jinns. The intersection between jinn and humans are what we 

call the paranormal. Because jinns have no shape, they can take any form. The usually take a 

frightening shape when they do take one because the jinn know our weakness. They have no 

original form because they don‘t have a shape. The jinns are well known to be liars. They lie 

all the time. Even when men communicate with them, they lie. There are also many many 

more jinns, probably exponentially more than humans. Generally speaking, the worlds of jinn 

and the worlds of humans don‘t collide; they have lives to live of their own and have their 

own Shariah (which we don‘t know the nature of). The whispering jinn is always with you; it 

does not cause physical phenomenon to you, but always whispering in your ear. Jinn hate our 

lifestyle in the city. We can‘t see their lifestyle, but they can see our life. They congregate in 

filthy places, such as old bathrooms that do not have flushing toilets (not modern clean 

bathrooms of today). Most jinns have no inclination or desire to irritate us. If something goes 

missing in your room, don‘t suddenly assume it was the jinns! When do the worlds of jinn 

and humans intentionally collide? For example, if a human harms an animal, and it turns out 

the animal was a jinn, then maybe the jinn will retaliate. The only real interaction is through 

si7ir. Muslim jinns will not interact with us; they are not allowed to interact with us. We are 

not allowed to ask the good jinn for help and we are to seek refuge from the bad jinn. 

When someone studies black magic, it is like calling the jinn to come to you. The magician can 

ask the jinn to go hurt someone, to find out what‘s going on in another land. 

Types of Magic 

1. Summon jinn to attack or even kill other people, or take over their bodies 

2. Summon jinn to break marriages, prevent or hinder intercourse 

a. The number one cause of si7ir is jealous women trying to destroy good marriages. 

For example the jinn will play with the mind by whispering, cause hallucinations, 

physically block a husband and wife from each other. 

3. Blow on knots with incantations 

4. Those whom others go to with the pretext of lifting magic spells, but who use magic 

instead-fight magic with magic. 

5. Those whom the jinn whisper to, while pretending to see the future; any type of fortune 

tellers. 

6. Look at the stars attempting to predict the future. 

Possession is the worst type of si7ir. Sometimes it causes death. Emily Rose was a true story, 

new movie ―The Right‖ was a true story. The magician wants the money, and thinks the jinn will 

become their servant. This is the biggest misunderstanding. If anything it is the exact opposite. 



The jinn becomes the master and the jinn the servant. Jinn can hide from you, but you can‘t hide 

from them. What does the jinn want? To be above man. Thus, they take advantage of man and 

give them commands that will show the servitude of man to jinn. ―go to the middle of forest and 

collect the eye of a newt, frog tails, etc‖ what will jinn really want from this? They are just acts 

of humiliation for the man. These practices trickle down to cartoons, but they do indeed have 

some element of truth to them. These practices demean a man. And literally, the magician sells 

his soul to the devil. When the magician worships the jinn, he gets two things 1) he gets the ego 

boost, 2) he has caused the man to fall into shirk. And this is why we are discussing jinn stories. 

You cannot have si7ir without shirk! Every single sa7hir is a mushrik. Shirk and si7ir go hand in 

hand. That is the one branch of knowledge we should not read about is si7ir. Even more haram 

than philosophy is si7ir. Why is it haram? If you read about ―draw this shape with chalk, light 

candles, say this chant‖ and a few weeks later you think, hmm, what if I try it? Many sa7ir 

explain they get a surge of power, a lot of perks, favors from the jinn because they‘re trying to 

suck you into the haram. Surat Baqrah verse 102: ―Suleman did not commit kufr; it was the 

shayateen who were teaching the people si7ir.‖ Simply teaching si7ir is kufr. The beginnings of 

si7ir came from Babylon.  

Sheikh Yasir says the more exorcisms he has done, the less he fears the jinn.  

Symptoms of si7ir (being possessed), is when the body falls sick and the doctors cannot explain 

what happen. If the doctor does come to a conclusion, they have not been affected by si7ir. Next 

you go to a shrink. Sometimes they are mental imbalances. These diagnoses cannot be si7ir. Pain 

you cannot explain; anger or extreme sadness you cannot explain. Some little things just make 

your blood boil. Nightmares on a regular basis; every night having images that are simply 

terrifying. These are EVERY NIGHT. Complete change of personalities. ―that was not my 

mother!‖ Eat immense quantities and remaining thin; eating nothing and gaining extreme weight. 

You do not go to another magician to fight magic with magic. There is only one type of magic; 

shirk magic. You don‘t go to another mushrik to fight shirk! You fight si7ir and the jinn through 

Allah and the ruqyah Shariah, the Qur‘an and Sunnah. When you go to someone to fight si7ir 

you have to make sure they are not a sa7ir. 

You know if someone is involved in si7ir in a few ways. First, if a man suddenly says 1) he 

knows if someone is possessed from the other side of the world simply by talking to you (he sent 

his jinn! They travel at speed of light) 2) he asks for the patient‘s mother‘s name. This is a clear 

cut sign. Any time you go to a person and ask the mother‘s name, you are looking at a 

magician!!!!!!! You don‘t need someone‘s mother‘s name to diagnose whether you have a jinn 

inside of you or not. Or he asks, give me a clothing item, hair or intimate garments. If you are 

asked to get hair or nails of someone, you are looking at a magician. Or if they ask you to do 

pagan practices such as kill a chicken and spread their blood everywhere. 

Q& A: 

1. What is the verdict on saying ―Good Luck!‖?  

a. You should instead say ―May Allah make it easier for you‖ because good luck is 

an empty, ambiguous phrase. It is not shirk, because in western culture saying 

good luck is not a spiritual phrase, but it is meaningless. 

2. What is the difference between shaytan, jinn and Iblis? 



a. Iblis is the leader of the shayateen. Shaytans are bad, evil jinns and other jinns are 

good.  

3. Talismans for evil eye 

a. Shirk 

4. Can jinns fall in love with man? 

a. Yes they can. This is problematic. One of the ways to protect yourself is to live a 

righteous and pious life. 

5. How can we protect ourselves from being possessed? 

a. The chances of getting possessed are so small, you have a higher chance of being 

hit by a car. Increase zhikr, salah and other good deeds. 

6. Can I read Harry Potter? 

a. First of all, Harry Potter is kindergarten stuff compared to Lord of the Rings. It is 

not Haram, but these images and stories will cause subconscious shirk-y thoughts. 

Astrology 

Note, different from Astronomy! (the Physical science which maps the movement of the stars) 

Hadith Abu Dawud: ―whoever learns a branch of astrology has learned a branch of magic.‖ The 

more you increase meaning in astrology the more you increase meaning in magic. Allah says the 

jinns will eavesdrop on the angels, (angels and jinns inhabit the same dimension) and the angels 

will talk about the decree of Allah (we must take this person‘s soul this year, we must cause this 

natural disaster). So essentially the jinn will listen in on their ―staff meeting‖ and will tell the 

astrologers the information. BUT, the thing is, for every truth, the jinn will tell them 99 lies.  

Prophet (saws) said: ―whoever goes to a fortune teller and believes him, he has disbelieved on 

what has been revealed to me.‖  

When you go to an astrologer, you are flirting with shirk. Even if you go to a fortune teller just 

for the fun of it, it‘s shirk. If you go to a fortune teller, your prayer is rejected for 40 days.  

Do you think this Hadith changes if the person brings the fortune teller to their house? No. 

What about if the fortune teller writes them a letter? No. 

What if they write a letter to the entire city? No 

What if the city publishes this letter in the paper? No 

What if this is published as a ―horoscope‖? No 

What if it is packaged on a tiny piece of paper and put inside a delicious cookie? No 

**Sheikh Yasir hands out Islamic fortune cookies that say ―Ha! No fortune here! Only Allah 

(swt) knows your destiny‖ and other similar messages*** 

MORAL OF THE STORY: DON‘T GO TO FORTUNE TELLERS, READ YOUR 

HOROSCOPE OR LOOK AT FORTUNE COOKIES!!! 

Exalting the Status of Saints 



In a number of verses in the Qur‘an, Allah mentions the status of the Prophets, Man and Angels. 

Sometimes praiseworthy, sometimes not. In order that we realize that these beings are not divine. 

Death of Abu Talib 

Surat Al Qasas verse 156 "you cannot guide those whom you love, rather it is Allah who guides 

whom he wishes." Someone as beloved to the Prophet (saws) as Abu Talib could not be guided. 

Incident of Warning of the Quraysh 

When a javelin was launched into his cheek and lost a tooth, he says in his frustration and anger, 

he says ―How can Allah ever forgive these people‖ Allah revealed verses Al Imran verse 128 

―You have nothing to do with this [deciding who gets forgiven].‖ Khalid ibin al Waleed was 

forgiven, and he was the one who organized the launching the javelin. Our rasoul is the best 

human, but he is not divine. He is worthy of respect, but not worship.  

Origins of Shirk 

 Originated by over exalting pious people who lived before the time of Nuh (alayhi al 

salam) 

o Useful to quote Christians as an example. If you know worshiping Jesus is wrong 

why would you praise Ali? 

o Hadith Bukhari: Prophet (saws) said ―Do not exaggerate in praising me as the 

Christians exaggerated in praising Jesus Christ. Rather, say, I am Allah‘s slave 

and Messenger.‖ 

Worshipping in graveyards and mausoleums  

 Forbidden to worship in a graveyard or to bury someone in a masjid 

 Prophet prayed that his grave not turn into a mausoleum 

 Forbidden to build grandiose structures or even write on graves 

All these things lead to venerating the graves and traveling to them. The sunnah is to put a 

headstone and only that. Building mausoleums on graves is a stepping stone to shirk. 

Whatever is between my house and my minbar is rowdha. Abu Bakr said ―the Prophet once said, 

all Prophets are buried where they die‖ so they removed his bed and dug a grave in the house of 

A‘isha. A‘isha still lived in the house, and when her father died she buried him next to him. 

When Omar was stabbed, he sent his son and asked Ai‘sha if he can be buried next to his 

companions. A‘isha says, that was a place I had intended for myself, but I would not give it up 

for anyone except Omar. So she moved out of the house. The prophet‘s grave was originally 

outside his masjid (it was Aisha‘s house) but over the years for various political reasons, people 

built structures around it to incorporate it into the masjid. 

Intercession 

Intercession – Asking an intermediary to plead one‘s request in front of another 

Shif3aa, Shafa3a, linguistically means even 



Types 

- Worldy (allowed with conditions) 

- Religious 

For any intercession to be accepted by Allah 

1. Allah must allow the intercessor permission to intercede. 

2. Allah must be pleased with the person on whose behalf intercession is sought. 

Wisdom of Intercession. 

Shafa‘ah is a means of honoring some people, by allowing them to intercede on behalf of others, 

and it is a means of showing mercy to others, by allowing certain people to intercede on their 

behalf. This can be done with the goal of getting worldly things, e.g – ―talk to the boss for me to 

give me a job‖ 

1. Negates intercession of shafa3a 

 Surat Al Zumar verse 44: ―All shafa3a belongs to Allah‖ 

 Surat al Zukhru verse 86: ―No one is there who controls the shafa3a other than Allah‖ 

In these verses it‘s like there is no shafa3a. Sometimes Allah confirms a conditional Shaf3a 

2. Affirms a conditional Shafa3a 

a. Ayat al Kursi - ―who can do shaf3a except with his permission‖ 

b. Surat Saba verse 23 – ―shafa3a is of no use except  

c. Surat al Anbia 27 ―They cannot intercede except on behalf of those whom Allah 

is pleased with‖ 

No one has the right to demand anything from Allah and expect to receive it. On the Day of 

Judgement, Allah will not allow anyone to speak except whom he has given permission. When 

that person is given permission they can speak. 

Types of Shafa3a 

1. By the Prophet Muhammad 

2. By pious Muslims 

Done by the Prophet Muhammad (saws) 

1. Shafa3a to begin the Day of Judgement.  

a. There is a hadith that explains that people will beg for the Day of Judgment, and 

all the Prophets from Adam to Prophet Muhammad (saws) will appear. Allah 

gives the Prophet Muhammad (saws) the permission to give shafa3a. We ask 

shafa3a from Allah; we don‘t ask the middle man, because he has no control! We 

must make du‘a ―Oh Allah, make me among those who receive shafa3a‖ 

2. Oh behalf of his Ummah 



a. Every Prophet was given one special du‘a to use (and already has used it); except 

Prophet Muhammad (saws). He saved this du‘a and he said he will use it on the 

Day of Judgement to help all Muslims that say la illaha il Allah enter Jannah. It is 

the ―Grand Shafa3a.‖ We believe all Muslims will go to Jannah eventually. 

3. To open the gates of Jannah 

a. The Prophet (saws) will knock and enter. The first person to enter after him will 

be Adam (saws) then Abu Bakr Al-Siddique. We will be the first Ummah to enter 

because of the rank of our Prophet. 

By Pious Muslims 

1. Shafa3a to raise up people we love to higher levels in Jannah. 

a. Insha‘Allah, we will be able to upgrade family members and loved ones to a 

higher level in Jannah if they are in a lower level in Jannah than us. 

b. With this in mind,  

i. we must choose a righteous spouse 

ii. we must choose good friends that remind us of Allah 

iii. Insha‘Allah this will help us in the end, because in al Akhira, ―you will be 

with those you love‖ 

2. Some will be given quotas to save people from the fire of Hell, or to remove people from 

Hell after entered (before their time has been completed). 

a. It is an honor that Allah will bless millions of people with the ability to save 

people from Hell. Not everyone will be given this blessing, however. 

b. Men that are saved who still deserved punishment will get tortured while waiting 

to enter Jannah (but this is far better than the punishment of Hell) 

c. We don‘t know who will get this shafa3a; only some pious Muslims will 

The best way to receive Shafa3a: 

Abu Ghurarya asked, ―Oh Messenger of Allah, who has most rights to get shafa3a?‖ The Prophet 

(saws) replied: ―The one who says la illaha il Allah‖ (he perfects his Tawhid). 

The irony of ironies is that the people who go to graves trying to get shafa3a do the one thing 

that will negate tawhid. 

Waseela – Tawasuul 

―Oh Allah! I ask you on behalf of the Rasoul‖  

Linguistically, it means to bring you closer to the end. 

Surat al Maida, verse 35 ―Oh those believe! Be mindful of your duty to Allah, and seek the way 

of approach unto Him, and strive in His way in order that you may succeed‖ 

There are different waseela we use to get our du‘a closer to Allah. Those sanctioned by the 

Qur‘an and Sunnah are: 

1. Du‘a using names and attributes of Allah e.g – ―Ya Rahman, irhamni‖ (the most common 

is ya Rab) 



2. With one‘s state, past and present 

a.  ―Du‘a of Zakariya‖ : Surat Mariam verse 1-4: This is a mention of the mercy of 

your Lord to His slave Zakariyya (Zachariah) when he called out his Lord a call 

in secret. He said: "My Lord! Indeed my bones have grown feeble, and grey hair 

has spread on my head, And I have never been unblesed in my invocation to You, 

Oh my Lord! 

3. With one‘s good deeds 

a. ―Oh Allah we have believed, therefore forgive me‖  

4. Asking a living person to make du‘a on behalf of us. One of the best du‘as is that of a 

parent for their child.  

These are all agreed upon, with no controversy. Number 5, below, is disputed but followed in our 

Orthodox Sunni Islam 

5. To ask by the status of the Rasoul 

a. Some ask where the evidence of this is. Sheikh Yasir doesn‘t agree with it, sees it 

as bid‘3ah, but he does not make a big deal of it because it is a minor irritation of 

the ummah. 

b. Many famous scholars in medieval Islam did this (but never from early Islam) 

c. Evidence 

i. Surat Al Maidsa verse 35, don‘t read into the Qur‘an your imagination 

ii. Hadith of the Blind Man  

iii. Umar w/ Abbas Sahih Bukhari 

1. There was a drought, and they prayed salat Istikhara for the rain. 

At the end of the khutba, the Imam stood up and made du‘a to 

Allah for rain, and he says ―Oh Allah! We used to make tawasul 

through your Prophet‖ and this hadith is the evidence that asking 

by the status of the Rasoul did not exist in the time of the sahaba, 

why? Because the Rasoul (saws) was alive then, and at this time 

they were using Abbas, also alive. 

d. Abu Bakr used to say, ―[to whoever worships the Prophet]…the Prophet is dead!‖ 

  

Q & A 

1. Do we know where the Prophet Ibrahim (saws)  is buried? 

a. It is all cultural myths where the Prophets have been buried. The only certainty 

we have is for the burial place of Prophet Muhammad (saws) 

2. Can I do masah over my socks later even if I did masah over the shoes first? 

a. Yes 

3. Is it necessary to do du‘a in Arabic? 

a. You must say it from the heart; it can be done in any language. Even IN salah, as 

long as it is not the part of the salah (the tashahud, etc) your du‘as CAN be in 

English). When you are in sajdah, this is the best time for du‘a can be accepted, 

and you can say it out loud! 

4. Un-Islamic holidays, President‘s Day, birthdays, Valentines Day is it shirk or bid3ah? 

a. Sheikh: ―Who even celebrates President‘s Day??‖  



b. This is a minority opinion: before this century, many scholars said you can‘t put 

all celebrations in one category; there are personal celebrations, and religious 

celebrations, including national festivals, personal moments of happiness, etc. 

Personal celebrations of a non-religious nature are not governed by Shariah, just 

like shariah does not govern our cuisine, habits, mode of transportation. For 

example, grad parties; of course they‘re allowed. They are not religious. Wedding 

anniversaries? In the shiekh‘s opinon, anniversaries should be mustahab 

(recommended). Why? What does it do except cement the bonds of love between 

a couple? Christmas is haram because it originated from a pagan tradition. Diwali 

is haram. Noorooz is haram. Personal celebrations are not bid-ah, they have 

nothing to do with religion. For birthdays: yes, it is childish, yes it is a waste of 

money, BUT it is not haram, it is not shirk, it is not bid3ah, because we are not 

trying to come closer to Allah by celebrating birthdays. For his own kids, the 

Sheikh will say durin the week of their birthday, mashAllah you have done this 

and that, you are 8 now, you pray 5 times a day, etc, so we will go out and treat 

you for dinner, as a family. Not a lavish party, but still even if you do that, it is 

not haram! It wastes money—but is that the only time you didn‘t waste money 

that year? Majority opinion: all major scholars have said such celebrations are 

haram. 

Sunday 2/12/11 

The Prophet (saws)’s Protection of Tawheed 

The worst of all evils is Shirk. There are many things that are NOT shirk, but are still prohibited 

because they are roads that lead to Shirk. 

Of these are: 

1. Building mosques over graves 

a. Every time a righteous man died, they built a church above his grave. Any 

medieval church in Europe has graves below the church.  

b. This is prohibited because you are associating venerating saints with the worship 

of Allah. What is prohibited is to INTENTIONALLY link these two things 

together. If for example, a masjid has a plot of land and they can only use half for 

the masjid so that they can use the other half for a graveyard, is permitted. What is 

impermissible is to make a graveyard just for the sheikh or the holy man (when 

there wasn‘t a graveyard before); this is haram. 

c. The Prophet (saws) said ―oh Allah do not make my grave an icon which is 

worshipped.‖ 

d. A masjid and graveyard should never intentionally be put on top of each other. 

e. The number one place where shirk occurs in the Ummah is with graves of 

righteous people. 

2. Forbade burying the dead inside mosques 

3. Forbade worshipping Allah at places where shirk occurs or has occurred. 

a. We only have 3 holy sites: Makkah, Medina, and Jerusalem 



b. Prophet (saws) asked someone What is this bawana? Was it a place where jahilli 

arabs used to congregate at their festival? No it‘s just close by for me. Then it is 

fine to pray there. (otherwise it would be shirk) 

i. If we have to pray in a local church, that‘s completely permissible. But if 

we say ―oh I want to travel to there! (To a church to pray)‖ – that is haram 

4. Forbade worshipping Allah at times when shirk occurs 

a. We do not pray when the sun is rising, the sun is setting or at the zenith, because 

this is when the Zoroastrians worship the sun, and we should not be associating 

with that. 

b. We do not say ―Oh, I‘m going to fast today because it‘s Christmas, and make it 

Islam-y‖ 

5. Forbade exaggeration in general 

a. Those who go to extremes will be destroyed, Prophet (saws) repeated this 3 times 

– [Dawud] 

b. I warn you against extremism 

i. How is extremism defined? By the Qur‘an and Sunnah. The concept of 

taking things overzealousy. If you consider mystic sects, they go to 

extremes when venerating their holy people. 

ii. Undereducated, overzealous youth overseas [Wahabism] 

6. Forbade the Muslims from excessively praising him 

a. Hadith Bukhari and Muslim ―do not exaggerate me in praise like the Christians 

exaggerate in their praise of Jesus Christ‖ This doesn‘t mean not to praise him, 

but not to praise him excessively. 

b. Muad Ibn Jabal – when he prostrated  

7. Forbade the Companions to stand up in his presence 

a. Tirmidi ―we knew that he hated it when we stood up when he walked into the 

room‖ 

b. The culture of rising in front the judge in America would be considered excessive, 

but because it must be done in court we do it, and Allah will forgive us inshAllah 

c. Rising for elders when they enter the room is normal, because we are standing up 

to greet them. 

8. Forbade image making 

a. You cannot have shirk without icons or statues, so drawing them is a stepping 

stone to shirk 

b. ―whoever tries to draw an image or statue, on the Day of Judgement Allah will 

challenge him, breathe life into it, and he will not be able to‖ [Bukhari] 

i. an image is a face that is clearly visible, so a faceless person or a small 

image of an animal or person is permissible 

9. Forbade undertaking a religious journey except to the three places that Islam has made 

sacred 

a. See above 

10. Forbade the Muslims from imitating the disbelievers 

a. What is imitation? Doing the rituals or practices unique to them. It doesn‘t mean 

wearing jeans or speaking English is haram; we‘re talking about imitating their 

religious rituals. Whoever imitates a nation will be considered to be one of them. 

11. Commanded to level all raised graves 



a. ―Destroy all raised mausoleums‖ 

12. Reminded Muslims regarding the true purpose of visiting graves 

a. There is so much emphasis on graves because it is on graves that Shirk occurs 

b. He reminded us: We go because it reminds us of death, We go to made du‘a FOR 

the dead, not TO the dead 

13. Forbade certain phrases which lead to shirk 

a. To equate anything with Allah, using the conjunctive ―and‖ 

i. E.g – if it weren‘t for Allah and the police, I would‘ve been in trouble! 

ii. We say ―then‖ or ―thuma‖ so instead say ―Were it not for Allah and 

THEN the policemen, I would have been in trouble‖ 

iii. Some situations are exceptions, such as saying ―Allah and his Messenger 

know best‖ or ―Allah and his Messenger have forbidden‖ 

14. Prohibited making an oath or swearing by any created object. 

a. We make an oath to show that we are serious about the truth. We should say ―I 

swear by Allah that I am speaking the truth‖ instead of other beings which we 

consider important such ―I swear by my mother‘s grave/I swear by my honor/etc‖ 

because you are giving so much respect to an object that does not deserve such 

respect. A Bedouin once said ―I swear by the Ka‘ba!‖ and a man heard him and 

stopped his Tawaf to correct him. You also should not swear by the Prophet 

(saws). You can say ―I swear by the Qur‘an.‖ The Qur‘an can be sworn BY and 

UPON. It is not created; it is the speech of Allah. 

i. Hadith Sahih Muslim ―whoever swears by other than Allah has committed 

shirk‖ 

If none of the above mentioned points existed, we would not have Shirk. 

Class activity 

Reviewing Arguments used to Justify Shirk 

- First argument:  
o Someone who goes to graves to worship: We don‘t commit shirk with Allah; 

rather we testify that He is the Rabb, the Lord, etc. And we believe that 

Muhammad is His Prophet (saws) and Messenger. But we also realize that we are 

sinful people so we go through these saints and prophets because Allah loves 

them and will grant their requests. 

- Answer 
o First, consider the psychological perspective the person is coming from, why they 

say what they say. Does this person really know what shirk is? 

o ―We‘re not committing shirk with Allah‖ – obviously you need to explain what 

Shirk is to this person. Explain the mushrikun from the Jahilyyah, define shirk 

―To give the rights of Allah to any other than Allah‖ Now quote evidences from 

Hadith. Even the greatest human being didn‘t get everything he wanted (abu talib 

to become Muslim). Moreover, we don‘t know if Allah loves these ―sheikhs‖ you 

are venerating; we only know that he loves the Messenger. Once you have 

destroyed his false God, you reinforce who the real God is.  

- Second Argument 



o These verses were revealed concerning Idol-worshippers. Are you comparing this 

saint or the Prophet (saws) with these idols? 

- Answer: 

o La hawla wala quwata ila billah. I am not comparing Allah to Al-Lat or Al-Uzza. 

I‘m comparing you to Abu Lahab.  

o What were these idols but originally pious people? Al –Lat w al Uzza were once 

people 

o No Muslim agrees with the notion of worshiping Jesus, which is analogous to 

what he‘s doing, so remind him of that 

o Would you rather someone worship Jesus or the devil? 

 Both are shirk, but not all shirk is the same. Some shirk is more filthy and 

vulgar to other types of shirk. Would you rather live near a God-loving 

Christian or a Satanist?! 

- Third Argument 

o The mushrikun actually worshipped these objects, intended to please them. As for 

me, I only go through them to reach Allah, and I use them as intercessors 

- Answer: 

o You tell them they are wrong: what they are doing is exactly what Abu Jahal did. 

He did not believe Al-Lat w Al-Uzza would give him what he wanted, he saw 

them as intermediaries 

 Surat Zumar verse 3: ―Surely, the religion (i.e. the worship and the 

obedience) is for Allah only. And those who take Auliya (protectors, 

helpers, lords, gods) besides Him (say): "We worship them only that they 

may bring us near to Allah." Verily, Allah will judge between them 

concerning that wherein they differ. Truly, Allah guides not him who is a 

liar, and a disbeliever.‖ 

 Surat Yunus verse 17-18: ―So who does more wrong than he who forges a 

lie against Allah or denies His Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, 

signs, revelations, etc.)? Surely, the Mujrimun (criminals, sinners, 

disbelievers and polytheists) will never be successful! And they worship 

besides Allah things that hurt them not, nor profit them, and they say: 

"These are our intercessors with Allah." Say: "Do you inform Allah of that 

which He knows not in the heavens and on the earth?" Glorified and 

Exalted is He above all that which they associate as partners (with Him)!‖ 

 Memorize these two verses and you are golden. These verses are 

fundamental to any argument. 

o This argument is the easiest to refute 

 

Most people are knocked out by this time, but there are some people that argue more. 

This argument (below) is used by the shyookh that lead these shirk-y movements 

 

- Fourth Arguments 

o These people whom you are using as an example did not testify to la ilaha illa 

Allah or believe in the Qur‘an the Prophet (saws), or the Day of Judgement. 

How can you make Muslims who perform these acts that you criticize 

equivalent to the pagans of old? 



o The reason why the Quryash rejected Islam is because they understood the 

meaning of la ilaha illa Allah and they didn‘t want to practice it. As for you, 

you are saying la ilaha illa Allah but you have no idea what it actually means. 

If you did, you would realize what you are doing is exactly what the Quraysh 

did.  

o Gentleness is the rule in arguing; if you must you harshness, you say ―the 

Quraysh were more knowledgeable than you in Tawheed‖ 

o Abu Waqid was a Muslim and even the Prophet (saws) accused him of shirk, 

but he did not call him a mushrik and he was forgiven. 

o Your action is an action of shirk, but I will treat you as a Muslim and not a 

Mushrik. 

1) To pray (du‘a) to Allah at a grave 

a. it is Sunnah to make du‘a for the dead. And we get so moved my death and the 

closeness of death that we make further du‘a at a grave. Is this shirk? Now, only if 

you think that your du‘a has a higher chance of being accepted because it is at a 

grave. This is a problem with Tabaruk and this is Bid‘ah. So it is not shirk. 

2) Traveling to a grave 

a. It is haram because it leads to shirk, but it is not shirk. The person traveling to a 

grave wants Allah to reward them and have incorrectly tried to gain Allah‘s 

blessings. This is bid‘ah. We can visit a grave if it is local and we are in a city for 

a primary reason OTHER than visiting the grave. But you cannot travel for the 

sole reason of visiting a grave. 

3) Asking Allah by the name of the Shaykh 

a. Tawasul – ―oh Allah because of this person, forgive me‖ Bid‘ah, but why not 

shirk? Because you are asking Allah! 

4) Asking the Shaykh to ask Allah  

a. You are not making du‘a to the sheikh, you are asking them to make du‘a on 

behalf of you, which is completely permissible. Now, if the sheikh was dead, then 

you are making a mistake because the person cannot hear you. So if you do this at 

the grave, this is Bid‘ah and a stepping stone to shirk. If you are asking away from 

the grave, you are giving an attribute to Allah and violating al ―Asma wa al Sifat‖ 

which is giving the sheikh the attribute of being All-Hearing. 

5) Ask the Shaykh for need (directly) 

a. Such as when the Quraysh would ask Al-Lat for rain 

b. SHIRK it all three aspects: Uluhiyya, Rububiyah, al Asma wa al Sifat 

EXAM – March 13
th

 9am – 9pm (choose a ½ hour slot) 

Q & A 

1. Dream interpretation? 

a. These are only for people who have been blessed with the ability to do so.  

2. I am a convert. Can I go home over Christmas purely for the sake of keeping family ties? 

a. Yes, but you cannot participate in any rituals 

3. There are issues with American Muslims doing things that may conflict with American 

culture and patriotism such as not standing for the pledge of allegiance or national 

anthem. 



a. It caused national havoc when a Muslim basketball player did not stand for the 

pledge, but he stood his ground. Some say Allah understands our struggle and as 

long as we don‘t associate our niyyah with our actions…Allah knows best. 

4. The reading of Qu‘ran at the grave 

a. There is no evidence that the Prophet (saws) read Qur‘an at the grave. Nowadays 

this is practiced and it is a type of innovation. We should not read Qur‘an at the 

grave. 

5. Can we do a good deed so that Allah can answer one of our du‘as? 

a. If you are using it to get leverage to Allah for Allah, we do it to come closer to 

Allah and get rewarded from Allah. It is permissible but not ideal. 

Minor Shirk 

The Prophet (saws) said ―The think I fear most for you is minor shirk.‖ When he mentioned 

minor shirk, this tells us there‘s something called major shirk.  

Minor shirk can be seen as showing off one‘s deeds. It‘s hard to come forth with a watertight 

definition. 

- Every matter which contains a type of shirk but does not reach the level of major 

shirk. 

 

What are the differences between major and minor shirk? 

 

1. Major shirk expels a person from Islam (minor shirk does not) 

2. Major shirk is what makes a Muslim a non-Muslim  

3. Major shirk nullifies all of a person‘s good deeds, minor shirk only nullifies the 

ONE deed you did the minor shirk with 

4. Major shirk makes it permissible for a Muslim State to take the life and property 

of its practitioner 

There is a difference in opinion about whether Allah can forgive minor shirk without punishment 

Surat al Nisa‘ verse 48: ―Allah forgives all sins other than shirk‖ Some believe it is both types of 

shirk, but the majority opinion is that this is only for major shirk. Minor shirk then would have 

the same status as that of a major sin. Allah can forgive it if he wants, or he can punish it 

(without the person repenting). 

Minor shirk in worship pertaining to the heart 

1. Riyaa: worshipping Allah, based on the sunnah, but to impress people. Showing off your 

religious deeds. Showing off fancy cars or clothes is not riyaa, it is arrogance. Showing 

off your salah is riyaa; it is meant for Allah, but when you show it off to other people you 

are polluting your i3badah and committing riyaa.  

a. If a person does a deed purely for the sake of showing off from the beginning to 

the end, this cannot come from the heart of a Muslim; this comes from a munafiq 

(a hypocrite). Muslims commiting riyaa will wish to please both Allah and the 

creation; so anyone purely trying to please the people comes from a munafiq. 



b. If Riyaa comes to your heart but you battle it and fight it, it is overlooked. If a 

muslim feels the beginnings of riyaa but right then and there he begins to battle it 

and seeks refuge in Allah, that element of riyaa is overlooked because it is almost 

impossible for the average Muslim to completely conquer of riyaa. Allah sees our 

struggle. We must keep in mind though, that the one who struggles is a moderate 

Muslim; a strong Muslim will always conquer it. 

c. Hadith Qudsi reported in Bukhari: the Prophet (saws) said ―I am the least partner 

who is interested in shirk. So anyone who does a deed, who intends to please me 

and someone else, I leave him to whom he intended to please.‖  

d. Honestly, it‘s all a trick of shaytan. No one looks at others and scrutinizes them 

when they‘re praying in the masjid. Do you look at others while they‘re praying? 

No! No one cares. Each person is in their own salah, but the shaytan suddenly 

makes us aware people are ―watching us.‖ 

e. If you are at a fundraiser, and you announce that you are giving $500 dollars, but 

you are doing it in public for the people to encourage them to give money, this is 

not riyaa. Only Allah knows if it‘s riyaa. When you judge other people on 

whether they are insincere or not, it doesn‘t matter if they WERE or not, YOU are 

now the one that just proved you are insincere. If you were sincere for the sake of 

Allah, you wouldn‘t care. 

 

2. Performing a good deed purely for a worldly benefit 

a. Is it shirk to do something religious for the sake of money? Such as paying a 

Sunday school teacher. 

i.  Surat al Baqarah verse 198 ―There is no problem if you go for Hajj 

wanting to do some business‖  

ii. No it is not shirk; it is allowed. People bring their goods to Hajj to sell it.  

iii. But if he does it solely for the sake of business and not at all for Hajj, then 

it is a form of minor shirk. A dual intention is fine. For example someone 

teaching Qur‘an and getting paid for it, this is completely allowed! 

iv. So as long as some percentage of the intention is for Allah, it is fine. 

3. To rely on the cause instead of the Creator of the cause 

a. Medicine cannot affect you if Allah does not will it. Your boss will not give you 

raise unless Allah wills it. If you rely only on the cause and not the Creator, this is 

minor shirk in the aspect of Tawaqul. 

4. Making something which Allah has not made a cause into a cause (while believing that 

Allah is the Rabb) 

a. Causes: medicines and fire, they each have their properties, but if Allah wills that 

they don‘t have these properties, they wont. E.g - Prophet Ibrahim (saws) did not 

burn in the fire 

b. e.g – thinking the cloth of the Ka‘aba is a good luck charm. It is minor shirk 

because you are thinking Allah gave the cloth a property which it has not. 

c. This only applies to religious causes; not things in science or the natural world 

i. e.g - In medicine, there are different madthabs; we are exposed to 

Alleopathic medicine in Western society. The shariah has nothing to do 

with what happens in the natural world. For example, if someone believes 



in homeopathy (acupuncture, herbal) no one can say it is unIslamic 

because it has nothing to do with I3bada and worship. It is natural causes. 

Minor shirk of the tounge 

1. Swearing by other than Allah while believing Allah is the Rabb. 

2. Equating Allah with the creation using the conjunctive ‗and‘ (see explanation above…use 

the word ―then‖ instead of ―and‖) 

3. Naming the creation with objects with name that go against pure tawhid 

a. Such as the ―judge of judges‖ the  ―king of kings‖ 

Minor shirk in actions of the limbs 

1. Amulets and charms  

2. Certain types of riya 

a. The way you pray, (see above) etc. 

Q & A 

1. If you are praying or read Qur‘an and you feel riyaa coming when people enter the room, 

can we cut it off and go somewhere else?  

a. No, because if you cut off the deed, Shaytan has won because you didn‘t even 

complete the deed. The struggle is what perfects your iman. Battle the riyaa. 

b. The niyyah of a mu‘min changes 40 times a day, whereas the niyyah of a munafiq 

stays the same for 40 years.  

c. Keep in mind riyaa affects everyone, from the highest 3alam to the regular 

muslim; it‘s not something we can get over like a drug addiction. It affects all the 

actions we do in public. 

2. Are photographs haram? 

a. Photographs capture light; they don‘t create images. It is a permanent mirror. Is it 

haram to look at your mirror image? No. So it is as if you just captured this mirror 

at a point in time. 

3. Wearing hijab to please others? 

a. Some do not wear it because of trying to conform to society. If a sister is not 

wearing hijab because of Western society, this is not riyaa. But, a sister wearing 

hijab to gain the praise of fellow sisters…this IS riyaa because it is for religious 

intentions and looking like she has good iman while the other concerned with 

worldy matters (conforming to society) not related to religion. Both are wrong, 

though. 

Kufur and Nifaq 

Kufur comes from kafara, to cover up. In ancient Arabic, farmers were called kafirs (one who 

cover up things) 

Kufur now is the absence of iman. Someone who rejects Islam covers up the truth; they cover 

their fitnah. 



Kufur is also major and minor. The differences between major and minor shirk is the same 

between major and minor kufur.  

Types of Kufur (major and minor) 

1. Kufur of denial (kufr al taktheeb) 

a. Negating anything fundamental in Islam (Surat al Ankaboot verse 68) 

2. Kufur of Arrogance (kufr al istikthibar) 

a. Iblis is the classic example. Instead of denying the existence of Allah, he refuses 

to accept the truth, refuse to submit. Reference (Baqarah:34) 

i. This is much more rare because to deny the truth, especially if we have the 

fitrah is psychologically difficult 

ii. You must have a ton of knowledge of islam to truly be able to deny it out 

of arrogance 

3. Kufur of Doubt (kufur al shek) 

a. Most common type of Kufur; surat al kahab verse 35-38 

4. Kufur of Turning away (kufur al iradth) 

a. Simply not caring about religion period.  

b. This is most common in developing countries 

c. If we don‘t preach to our neighbors and friends we are held accountable, but at the 

same time it‘s important for those people to ask questions to us; both sides will be 

at fault on Judgment Day. Surat al Sajdah verse 22 

5. Kufur of Hippocricy (Kufur al nifaq) 

a. You pretend to be a Muslim but you are not really Muslim 

i. This happens in times when Islam is in power 

ii. Medina phenomenon, not a Makkan phenomenon.  

iii. Someone who believes Islam to be false, but he pretends to accept Islam 

iv. 13 ayat in the Qur‘an are dedicated to the Munafiqeen 

v. the Hippocrites will occupy the lowest ranks in hell. They will be lower 

than even the other non-Muslims.  

vi. Surat al Nisa verse 145 

Minor Kufur 

Any act that the Shariah has called kufr, but does not take one outside the fold of Islam. (that is 

why in the Qur‘an kufur and iman are opposites). It can also be taken as being ungrateful. That is 

also why in the Qur‘an, kufur and shukur come in pairs; they are opposite. The height of 

ingratitude to be ungrateful to Allah is to refuse to submit to Allah.  

Ingratitude: 

- Denying others their lineage; has element of ungratefulness; you accuse your mother 

of not being a chaste woman 

- Denying one‘s father 

- Wailing over dead people 

- Fighting other Muslims 

o Hadith Bukhari  ―cursing a Muslim is a sin and fighting him [fighting, i.e with 

the intention of killing] is kufur.‖ 



o Surat al Hujurat verse 9 ―Allah says if two groups of believers are fighting‖ 

Nifaq 

Comes from the root nafiqah, which is an escape hole hat the jerboa (desert animal) builds. As if 

the person secretly escaped from Islam. 

Publicly accepts Islam and secrertly escapes. 

Major 

To pretend to be a Muslim while he is not 

- To say Prophet (saws) is a liar 

- To be happy when Muslims suffer 

Minor 

- To break one‘s trust 

- Lie 

- Break a promise 

- Use foul language in an argument 

- Show off good deeds (riyaa) 

o Recall when all your actions are completely to please people, you are a pure 

munafiq. 

- Not care about striving in Allah‘s path 

o To not care about helping the religion 

- Being two-faced 

o Saying one thing to some people and saying the complete opposite to other people  

 

 

 

 

 

S = Shirk 

N = Nifaq 

K = Kufr 

Venn Diagram ^ 

 



 

Next seminar: Fiqh of Salah! By Sheikh Yasir 

Birjas!!!!!! 

Back on topic…. 

Manifestations of Kufur 

1. Making fun of anything religious 

a. Cracking a joke or being sarcastic about Allah and his Messenger, about something 

Islamic. It is a sign of a complete lack of humility. 

b. This goes beyond disobeying Allah; this is kufur. 

c. Characteristics of the Jew – when told to give charity or money [Surat al Maidah 

64] ―The Jews said the hands of Allah are stingy but Allah will say THEY are 

stingy‖ and subhanllah the world thinks of Jews as stingy. 

d. Surat Imran 181 ―Allah has heard those who say that Allah is the beggar and we 

are the rich people‖ IstaghfirAllah; now they are the cursed ones. 

e. During the battle of Tabouk there were some hypocrites marching in the Army, 

and they were at the end of the army. The people began to say ridiculous things 

such as ―we haven‘t seen any people as cowardly in battle or greedy for filling 

their stomach‖ the companion heard this and called them liars, and was making his 

way to tell the Prophet (saws) at the front of the army, but as the man ran forward, 

he saw Angel Gibreel had already come down to inform the Prophet (saws) of 

what the munafiq said. The munafiq was also running to get to the front to explain 

what he said, but the Prophet (saws) began reciting the wahi he that was revealed 

to him: Surat Tawbah verse 65-69 ―If you were to ask them why they did this they 

would say ‗oh Messenger we were just joking and playing!‘‖ and at the exact 

moment he was saying that, the munafiq was running up to him saying the exact 

same thing, at the same time the Prophet (saws) recited it, and the Prophet 

(saws) did not look at him and said ―you have committed kufur after you have 

accepted Islam.‖ 

f. Making fun of the hijab or growing a beard; you have made fun of the one who 

makes the commandment.  

g. One of the biggest problems of living in this society has lost all respect for the 

divine. Muslims are more offended when Jesus Christ or Moses are made fun of 

than mainstream Christians are. 

h. When adult cartoons like Southpark or Family Guy make fun of religion and 

people are offended, people say ―just take a chill pill‖ but this is not right, it is 

blasphemous! 

i. Don‘t make fun of other religions, even if you don‘t believe in their gods. 

j. Now there are so many 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 generation Muslims following in the footsteps 

of these comedians, istaghfirAllah 

2. Hating or knowingly rejecting anything that the Prophet (saws) came with 



a. Differentiate between disobeying by following desires (sins), and between outright 

rejection. ―I don‘t care what Allah says, I don‘t want to do it!‖ Surat Azhab: 36 ―It 

is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and His Messenger have decreed 

a matter that they should have any option in their decision. And whoever disobeys 

Allah and His Messenger, he has indeed strayed in to a plain error.‖ 

 

3. Believing that any person besides the Prophet (saws) has a right to be obeyed in all 

circumstances, even if it means disobeying Allah 

a. Surat Tawbah verse 31 ―The Jews and the Christians took their priests and their 

rabbis as lords besides Allah‖ 

b. Making the halal haram. Rabb means one who is obeyed, so we must obey him. To 

take a person and raise him to ultimate obedience is haram. 

c. Homosexuality; all Christians and Jews know what their groups say about 

homosexuality, yet there are immense movement to say it is morally alright to be 

gay AND a man of God. This is the first time in history that Christians have said 

this. Even the people of Lut ―Get these people out of our village, they want to 

purify us‖ (so even they knew they were filthy) 

4. Legislating by other than Allah‘s Law – to reject the Shariah of Islam or say it does not 

have a Shariah; to make it a secular religion. Being a secular Muslim is an oxymoron. 

You cannot be a secular Muslim because there is no such thing. A Muslim is one who 

submits to Allah; if you are secular you don‘t give in to any religion. Basically do to 

Islam what the Christians did to their religion during the Renaissance. To pick and 

choose between the laws, etc. We do need some type of reform, but a fine-tuning nature, 

which is allowed by Allah. How Islam is practiced in some other countries is wrong. 

Such as Taliban: they focus on the punishment and don‘t even enforce the positive 

aspects of their religion into the country and build a moral society. After telling people 

how to live in a positive way, THEN you focus on the punishment. You can‘t start with 

the cart instead of the horse. This is turning their people away from their countries and 

giving them bad images of their religion. Stoning as punishment becomes stoning only 

the adulteress, and for the slightest reason! What kind of justice is this? The Western 

extreme is different…here, kids say ―why do we follow a book that is so old? Why do we 

have to follow the rules on how to eat and drink?‖ Both Rububiyyah and Uluhiyyah 

belong to Allah. We firmly believe that Allah (swt) knows best for us. Surah Qiyama 

verse 36, did mankind think he would be left without any commands? Surat Al Mulk 

verse 15 ―did you know the one who created you would know best for you?‖ Surat 

Baqarah verse 85 ―are you going to take portions of the book and reject others? Whoever 

does so will face humiliation in this world and a punishment in the next.‖ It is one book, 

you cannot pick and choose what you follow. You cannot say ―I will pray and fast, but 

you can‘t tell me how to eat or marry and divorce‖ To summarize, if you are a secular 

Muslim, you are a Kafr‖ 

a. Two aspects to differentiate between 

i. Man made law vs. God‘s Law – article by Yasir Qadhi. We must practice 

our Shariah as much as possible in our land here in America, but we do 

not have to go beyond that. This gives us the freedom to choose how we 



eat, marry, divorce, our business transactions (basically our personal daily 

life). 

Summary: Completely rejecting Shariah does not come from a person of Iman. 

Falling into sin does not = kufr. If someone drinks wine, they have sinned (not kufur) but, if they 

say ―I don‘t get why we can‘t drink wine, this should be permissible‖ – this is kufur. See the 

difference? You have rejected Allah as a Rabb. 

5. Considering non-Muslims as Muslims 

a. There is only one religion that is acceptable to Allah; Surat Al Imran Verse 19. 

―The only religion in the eyes of Allah is Islam.‖ 

b. We do not consider it morally ok to accept these other religions. We accept that 

they have the choice to choose their religion in this world, but we know they will 

be punished in the end ―we‘re all children of Abraham, different paths to the same 

goal‖ – NO. This is kufur. 

c. Surat Ale Imran verse 85 ―whoever seeks a religion other than Islam it shall not be 

accepted from him‖ 

d. Anyone who knowingly rejects Islam will face the consequences in the afterlife 

i. The exception is people who are ignorant of Islam, such as during pre-

internet era. E.g – 100 years ago, people in America know of the ―Moslem 

Religion‖ but they had no books to read about it, or the TV or internet to 

learn about it, so they may be excused. But, people who have knowledge 

of Islam and reject it knowingly, they are kafiroon. 

ii. How can you be a Muslim and reject the shahada? 

iii. You cannot say ―you don‘t want to believe in Muhammad rasoul Allah? 

Fine, I will believe in him, you believe in whatever you want‖ – this is not 

allowed, this is Kufur. More information: Salvific Exclusivity on 

halaltube.com 

e. Surat Baqara verse 62 is highly misunderstood: ―those who believe those who are 

are Jews and those who are Christians who do good deeds will go to Jannah‖ 

i. Scholars back in the day understood these verses  

1. Those who believe in our times; the Jews in the time of Musa, the 

Christians in the time of Jesus, will go to Jannah 

2. Any Christian or Jew converts to Islam who sincerely only believe 

in Allah will go to Jannah. 

3. Hadith Sahih Muslim (imp‘t – memorize!!) ―The Prophet (saws) 

said: I swear by him in whose hands is my soul, that there is no 

Christian or Jew who hears about me and dies not having believed 

in me except that he will be from the fire of hell.‖ 

4. Many Muslims fall into the trap where they give dawah by saying 

―you will go to hell if you don‘t believe in Allah!‖ this turns 

people off and they will stop listening to you. We must preach with 

a proper mannerism and logic. You can get the same message 

across in a much wiser manner if done properly. 

Incorrect Perceptions of Tawheed 



Philosophers 

E.g – Ibn Sinna, Farabi, Al Kindi 

They believe Allah (swt) must exist by himself and there is no attributes (aka no names, he is 

simple, he has no characteristics) the god of the philosophers is more like a force. It is not 

someone who is loved and worshipped. It is like the sun that just gives out light and doesn‘t 

know it gives out light. These people were not seen as Muslims during their time. 

Extreme Sufis (take note this is EXTREME sufis; moderate sufis do not believe this) 

They believe everything is Allah; there is no separation between us and Allah. They firmly 

believe we are manifestations of God and that there is ―god‖ in all of us. ―Wahdit al wujood‖ 

Al Mu’tazilah 

Looked at Greek philosophy and Qur‘an; they decided they wanted the best of each and created 

their own 3aqeedah philosophy and logic. They were so extreme that they died out quickly. They 

were the ones who challenged Sunni Muslims. They were ―free thinkers‖ (ironically not really 

because they did not allow orthodox Islam; they could not stand it) and people who believed the 

knowledge that Allah was one but they didn‘t believe Allah could be characterized by any 

attribute because the attribute would be another ―god‖. They also denied qadr, predestination. 

Jabariyyah 

Believe that ―there is no one who Wills or Acts except for Allah‖ 

Ashairiah and Maturidiyyah 

They say ―it is essential to ascribe oneness to Allah in His Essence and his attributes and his 

actions‖ - They are missing Uluhiyyah. They don‘t except Uluhiyyah as part of Tawhid; for us 

this is the pinnacle that you must get to get al Asma wa Al Sifat 

Note: These people are not evil. They are our brothers in Islam. They are the closest group 

to pure Sunni Islam, and are considered within the broad idea of Sunni. They are our 

theological cousins. They can be seen as people of Sunnah who made mistakes. We cannot 

call them all Ahl al-Bid3a. We point out that they are missing Uluhiyyah, but in the end it 

is what combines us rather than what separates us. 

Their view of us: 

They do not like the Categorization of Tawhid. They ask where we got this categorization of 

Tawhid.  

Response: 

1. Categorization in and of itself is not an innovation 

a. This is done for convenience to teach the people! There is a legitimate basis for 

each category; just look at Surat Al Fatiha or Surat Al Nas; the three categories 

are manifested in each Surah! 



2. Ask this person, ―Have you studied fiqh, hadith, usul, etc? Where did these divisions 

come from? 

3. Explicit statement of Ibn Battah al 3uqburi (d. 387) in his Ibanah that tawhid is of three 

types, so clearly saying that ibn Taymia (7
th

 century) was the first to say that is wrong. 

4. There is one Sufi sheikh (American convert, lives in Jordan) that says the categorization 

of Tawhid is similar to the Trinity of the Christians – purely blasphemy and a low, low 

argument. It was a smear campaign.  

5. Another argument: ―The angels will ask people in the grave ―who is your Rabb?‖ this 

shows that what Allah wants from us is belief in His Rububiyyah and that anyone who 

believes in that is a Muslim.‖ 

a. They don‘t believe worshipping the grave is shirk, so they attack our premise that 

makes grave worship wrong. 

b. They always pick one ayah, one hadith, and ignore the rest. We look for the truth, 

so we look at the entire message and look for the truth; we don‘t pick and choose 

what will support our argument. 

c. We say to counter them that there are many words that are synonymous so when 

they are used in different contexts they may take the place of each other, and 

when they are used in a similar context, each one gives a more specific meaning. 

Example, zakat and sadaqah. When used together, they are the same, but 

separately Zakat is something obligatory and sadaqah is Nafl. Faqir and Miskeen. 

Faqir has nothing and Miskeen has barely enough to live. Tawbah = turning to 

Allah Istighfar = act of saying istughfirAllah. When used together they have a 

same general meaning. Rabb and Ilah is another example. 

FINAL SLIDE  

Firstly, because we have been discussing things that are haram, bida3, kufur and shirk, we cannot 

leave here and just keep telling people Haram! Bid3a! Kufur! Shirk! This overzealousness 

destroyed the da3wah people attempted to do in the 90‘s in the Western world. Muslims came 

back and tried a gentler version of da3awah. This overzealousness or extremeness is going to 

harm us in the long run. Our religion is one of moderation and balance. Firstly, with all respect, 

most of us will not understand every fine line because we are all still beginning students. We 

must study the concepts we learned (and take the exam!). Once we study a concept, we must use 

it with care. For example, we know for sure that if we see someone praying to a dead sheikh, this 

is Shirk, but you cannot use the terms mushrik or kafir on this person. This takes immense study 

and knowledge to conclude this. You don‘t just suddenly conduct neurosurgery on your neighbor 

after studying biology! The worst thing you can do to our da3wah is to damage it through 

overzealousness. 

So what should we do when we see someone committing shirk? 

- Advise them gently 

- Explain to them the true meaning of the kalimah 

- Explain to them the precise meaning of shirk 

- Warn them that their acts 

- Respond to their basic arguments 

- DO NOT pronounce them to be kafirs or mushriks! 



RULE: A PERSON WHO DOES AN ACT OF KUFUR OR SHIRK DOES NOT 

NECESSARILY BECOME A KAFIR OR MUSHRIK 

- Does he know what he is doing? (sane, of age, conscious?) 

- Does he know that the act is an act of shirk? 

- Does he have some strong ‗evidence‘ that in his eyes, justifies that act? 

- Was he forced into doing it by someone else? 

 

Advice for the exam: 

- form study groups, TAKE the exam, share notes/knowledge 


