
 

 

 

 

 

Light of Guidance 

Notes, Part I 



Friday 

2/4/11 

Surat al Mujadilah verse 10 (reference)  

Allah wanted to show Adam was better than the angels; how did he do so?  

By making him bigger? No. We know the angels are bigger than Adam. We also know the 

angels are stronger than Adam (evidence being that Gibreel destroyed the city of Lut by just a 

tap of his finger). The angels also do not die. So it was not through size, strength, or the quality 

of being eternal. It was through the blessing of knowledge. Allah taught Adam the names of all 

things, a knowledge that the angels did not have, thus, the angels realized Adam was better than 

them.  

It is through knowledge that Allah raised the status of the Prophets. Surat al Nisa, Verse 113. 

―And I taught you what you knew not, and the blessings of Allah on you are infinite.‖ 

Surat Al Imran, Verse 18. Allah himself testifies to la ilaha illa Allah.  

How else do we know of the importance of Knowledge? 

Allah mentions the people of knowledge in a list. He says: 

 I testify 

  the angels testify 

  the people of knowledge testify 

 

What do they testify? The Shahada, the standing for truth and justice. 

The blessings of knowledge are so great, that it is only the scholars that understand it.  

Surat al 3anakbut verse 43: ―No one can truly understand the Qur‘an other than the person of 

knowledge.‖ 

Only the one who has knowledge and perfects his taqwa and iman can fear Allah.  

Surat al Fatir verse 28. ―If you are not of the 3oulama you cannot fear Allah.‖ 

The people of knowledge are not swayed by their desires or the currents that shift people through 

time‘s trials and tribulations. Only people of knowledge see through that. Refer to Surat Qasas 

verse 79: Qarun – very rich man. A group of strong men would not be able to carry the key to his 

treasure chest (very large) except with great difficulty because he had so much gold and treasure. 

He must have had 10s of thousands of treasure chests. What were the people saying about him? 

How I wish I was like Qarun! Who are the Qaruns of our time? The people plastered on the 

magazine covers of today. People are dying to be like them, like sheep waiting to be led, led by a 

shepherd of evil. At that time, society was drooling to be like Qarun, but there was one group 

who could see through it – the people of knowledge. The people thanked him when they saw the 

earth swallow him. It is knowledge that saves people from foolishness and fads. Knowledge 



saves people from doing things that are haram, from emotions such as the need for prestige, 

grandeur, money, etc. Nowadays we see over zealous youth wanting to change the Ummah 

(good intentions but they are overeager); such over eager emotions are counterproductive. Only 

knowledge will help people realize the path of over zealouness is not right.  

Being an inheritor of the Prophet (SAWS) is the greatest of blessings. We inherit knowledge 

from the Prophet. The scholars are the inheritors of the prophet (Hadith Tirmidi). The prophets 

didn‘t leave behind gold or silver, they didn‘t leave behind Bill Gates‘ inheritance…they left 

behind knowledge. Whoever has taken this knowledge, has taken a fortune. Knowledge is what 

the prophets came with, and it is what we should take from them. 

Hadith Bukhari. Whomever Allah wants good for, he gives him an understanding of the religion. 

Allah‘s blessings are shown not by the fancy clothes, watch or bag you carry; it‘s by the 

knowledge of the religion. The kafir may get this dunya, as anyone can get the dunya if they 

strive for it. But if you spend your time, dedication and money on understanding of the religion, 

if you desire to be in the company of those seeking knowledge, then alhamdulilah God wants 

good for you. Knowledge is what will benefit you even when you‘re dead. Salah, fasting, zakat --

once you‘re dead, -- khalas, it‘s gone, but not knowledge.  

When a man dies, every action comes to an end, except:  

1) A perpetual charity (e.g. You built a hospital and it continues to save lives even 

when you‘re dead…or you built a masjid and people are still praying in it after 

your are dead  

2) A righteous child who prays for you. i.e - you spend your life raising good 

children; when they grow up and are good Muslims, you reap the rewards for 

them even when you are in your grave.  

3) Knowledge that others benefitted from. E.g - You wrote a book; you taught 

someone how to pray; every time the person prays or they do good deeds 

because of your knowledge from your book…you reap the rewards. 

SubhanAllah. The person who taught you how to pray, they receive a 

percentage of the good deed. Every time imams are quoted, they receive 

reward. For example, Bukhari is quoted over and over. Every time someone 

quotes his Hadith, gives a khutba in his name; Bukhari still accrues an 

astronomical amount of rewards. 

Prophet Muhammad (SAWS) prayed even for those who already sought knowledge. Hadith of 

the Blessings of Knowledge: Whoever undertakes a journey to study knowledge, Allah will 

make the journey to Jannah easy for him. Whoever undertakes a path to seek knowledge, the 

easier the path will be. Anytime you travel, it is like you travel on the road to Jannah. The angels 

lower their wings upon the student of knowledge, out of pleasure in seeing what he is doing. As 

for the 3alim, the scholar, each and every creature in the land asks Allah to forgive the 3alim. 

WE make the distinction between a scholar of Islam (3alim) and a worshiper of Islam. The 

superiority of the scholar over a worshiper is like the superiority of the moon over all of the other 

stars mashAllah. When you have a full moon, how many stars can you see? Not more than two 

or three! When there is no moon, and there are no artificial lights….you see a gazillion stars,  

you cannot count them. Do they light up the earth? No, they just light up the sky. When the 

moon is full, it lights up everything. In the middle of the night, the moon can cast a shadow on 



the ground. One 3alim eclipses a million worshipers. A gazillion worshipers doesn‘t even 

compare to one 3alim. Suppose you had one 3alim in your town; you attend his halaqa—he will 

benefit you. We have seen one person revolutionize an area‘s Islamic knowledge. We have seen 

people resurrect Islam in places we thought were futile. A scholar of knowledge is more blessed 

than someone who just prays and fasts every day. Just his presence brings rewards to others, no 

matter how practicing he is. Even if he doesn‘t wake up for fajir, he is still more blessed; when a 

worshiper stops praying…they become like anyone else who does not practice, but a scholar is 

always a scholar.  

This knowledge we refer to is a knowledge of Islam; Qu‘ran, Hadith, Tafseer 

What about secular knowledge? This is also good, it‘s better to have it than to not have it. Our 

religion encourages that knowledge BUT, all these verses and Hadith we have been quoting do 

not apply to this education…it is Islamic knowledge that is above all. A doctor or a person with a 

PhD in astronomy are equivalent to a peasant in the eyes of Allah. A person who studies 3ilm 

comes closer to Allah. Allah still has blessed secular knowledge and encourages it, but at the end 

of the day, that knowledge will not take you to jannah. The knowledge that will take you to 

jannah is that of the Qur‘an and sunnah.  

What is some of the evidence that the knowledge praised in the Qur‘an and sunnah is religious 

knowledge? 

 Hadith al Bukhari which we just discussed. Who ever Allah wants good for, he gives him 

knowledge of deen. 

 3oluma are the inheritors of the prophets. What knowledge did they come with? 

Architecture? No. They came with knowledge of the religion! 

 

Again, reiterating, it is crucial for us to get degrees, to learn secular knowledge…it is important 

for our Ummah, but we are sorely lacking in the quality and quantity of Islamic scholars. 1 in 

every 10 doctors in a city are Muslim, and this is good, but we need Islamic scholars. If we did 

only a fraction of the work we do for our secular education for our religious education, we would 

be in a great place insha‘allah. 

 

STORY: The Sheikh Yasir Qadhi was a student in chemical engineering. The time he spent 

studying ochem and calculus distressed him; he could not study the book of Allah, he didn‘t 

understand Fiqh, he couldn‘t quote Hadith. He went into a ―depression.‖ Alhamduliah he was a 

good student, but he realized life is worth more than studying n
th

 degree quadratic equations; he 

got his degree in engineering but then left and became a scholar.  

 

It is not wajib to become a scholar. If you are not becoming a scholar, you should not remain a 

jahil. Become better educated. Go to these seminars. Understand every point and every issue in 

Islam. Alhamdulilah Allah has provided these seminars for us in North America. 

 

Etiquettes of a student of knowledge 

 

Evidence of the importance of etiquette: 

 the Sahaba used to learn and teach manners just as much as they were taught deen. 

 We are more in need of a little bit of good manners than we are to a lot of knowledge. 



2/3 of knowledge is good manners. Prophet said: I have only been sent to perfect good manners. 

Manners 

1- Rules of manners of the student within himself 

a. sincerity to Allah  

i. you cannot have the intention to flash your knowledge or boast to others. 

Studying it and teaching it is an act of worship. Whoever studied 

knowledge in order to compete with the scholars or to boast in front of the 

ignorant, or to argue with the foolish (to pretend to be a scholar) the 

prophet said let him beware of the fire, let him beware of the fire. 

b. Purify your heart 

i. Avoid feeling jealousy and hatred of others. Commonly; one rises above 

the others. Shaytan comes and makes one feel jealous. If you are jealous 

of one person‘s iman or knowledge, you are not sincere for the sake of 

Allah. You must wish the best for your brothers and sisters. Jealous is a 

disease in your heart. To doubt someone‘s intention shows you are 

insincere. The student of knowledge must battle against jealousy and 

thinking evil of others. 

c. Leaving sins 

i. Knowledge won‘t make you an angel; you will always commit sins. But 

knowledge makes you a better person. Knowledge calls to actions. If 

actions respond, knowledge is solidified. If not, knowledge is lost. 

d. Feel the importance of knowledge, appreciate its weight, seriousness and sanctity. 

i. Does not mean we shouldn‘t be funny…the prophet even made jokes, but 

there are times and places for everything, e.g - a doctor won‘t joke about 

your disease; medicine a sacred science to him. He appreciates that 

knowledge, and dedicated his life to it. 

e. Good studying habits 

i. You cannot pass an exam with flying colors until you learn how to study. 

You cannot ace a paper by writing the night before. 

ii. You must study from the beginning of the semester, you must maintain 

good habits 

1. One of the best habits is to study early in the morning when the 

mind is clear 

2. To be regular; study consistently 

3. You study in a good environment. Shut your phone off, turn music 

off.  

iii. Chose the right material to study. To become a doctor, you don‘t start by 

studying advanced anatomy; you start with basic biology. To become a 

scholar you don‘t start by running to the sheikh with questions like ―ARE 

THEY KAFIRS?‖ No. You start by studying ―la illaha il Allah‖ 

1. Start low. Learn how to do wudu, how to pray, how to give zakat. 

If you cannot calculate zakat, how can you move on to more 

advanced things?! 



2. How can you get this knowledge? Find good companions. Find 

someone in your community who will guide you, tell you to read 

this book or that book, study this, do this.  

3. Stop wasting time watching tv or listening to music. Set a schedule 

to listen to lectures, khutbas. 

iv. Have good companions. Whatever your friends are interested in, you will 

inevitably be interested in it. A person is upon the religion of their friends. 

2- manners with his teacher 

a. Ibn Seeren said: this knowledge you are studying, is the knowledge of your 

religion, so be careful who you take your knowledge from! 

i. You must find someone who will teach you right.  

1. The content of his teaching. If he is bringing you closer to Allah. If 

he is always quoting Qur‘an or Hadith, if he refers to Qur‘an – 

these are good. If he said don‘t ask, just listen, just believe it, if 

he‘s calls evidence from himself, that is bad. 

2. Use your intuitive sense. Question your teacher, if something 

seems wrong, question it, ask for clarification. If you don‘t feel 

right, seek someone else. An Islamic degree or long beard does not 

necessarily mean he has good knowledge. Knowledge is not in the 

length of your beard! 

3. Make dua‘a that Allah blesses you with good teachers and 

facilitates you the path of knowledge 

ii. Respect and honor your teacher. He is not of us who does not show 

respect to the elders. And mercy to the youngsters and giving the people 

of knowledge their rights.  

iii. Etiquette and behavior in class.  ___ (didn‘t catch the name) said he even 

paid attention to how he turned pages he was careful so as not to disturb 

the teacher. 

iv. Make dua‘a for your teacher and sheikh. 

v. Understand that even the best of teachers is human. Even if you see a 

mistake in your teachers, understand it is normal; the more you get to 

know that scholar, the more his humanity will become clear to you. You 

will see something that you don‘t like, that irritates you. You have two 

options; you can leave the teacher (your loss) or you can stay with him 

despite his faults (a true believer does this). If you look for perfection in a 

teacher, you will never find it!  

1. Examples of mistakes: his anger, frustration, he‘s too harsh, he‘s 

too curt.  

a. We must learn to overlook these. A teacher is but human. 

SubhanAllah. 

 

3- manners with his other students; knowledge gained in company is much easier than 

knowledge gained alone. Knowledge gained in company is much better than gained 

alone. If you read a book alone, you may interpret something wrong. But in a class with a 



teacher, is the best. Learn directly from a teacher in a class environment. By yourself, you 

may misunderstand something. Mannerisms you must have: 

a. Special bond with your fellow students: 

i. Knowledge is like blood relationships. As you study together, it is like you 

build a bond of brotherhood. 

b. You must avoid any type of jealousy or negativity towards other students 

i. Help them out, make du‘a for them! that is how you get rid of jealousy. If 

they ask for notes, you give it to them. if they don‘t understand something, 

you explain it to them. be happy when they study more than you, when 

they get a higher grade then you, for in the end Islam benefits from them. 

take it out on yourself and tell yourself you must work harder. 

 

Q&A: 

1. Can you clarify the jealousy Hadith further? 

Jealousy is ONLY allowed when you want to strive to be one of two people: the one who recites 

Qur‘an morning and night, or the one who gives his wealth morning and night. Your jealousy 

should be in that you strive to be pious like them (i.e you see them as a role model). But if you 

ask, why didn‘t I get to be like him? Why can‘t I be a 7afid? Why did he get the blessing to be 

the scholar? To negate blessings on someone, is NOT allowed, haram.  

  2.  How to correct one‘s niyyah if they feel this jealousy?  

 Turn to Allah to cleanse your heart. There are many du‘as about purifying the heart. 

Feeling enmity to others is in fact an indication of weakness, so let yourself dwell upon it. 

 Remind oneself of one‘s sins; it is a very humbling tactic…how can you be jealous of 

someone or wish bad upon someone when you yourself have sins! What right do you 

have to dwell on his sins?  

 Make an effort to love them. Be overly kind to them; give them gifts, make du‘a for 

them, for the one who is jealous cannot make du‘a for someone they are jealous of. 

 

3.  How do we choose our scholars in the right way? 

Everyone has a critic. Even the greatest scholar has opponents. Do YOU believe you should 

seek knowledge from this person? If you say yes, then turn a blind eye to the critics and 

opponents. Notice what their criticism is. Allah has blessed us with a brain, use it! If their 

criticism is empty, then ignore it.  

4.  If a person can only dedicate a little time of the day to study Islam, what should he start with?  

Every single Muslim should try to recite some Qur‘an every day. This should be a given. You 

should understand the English if you do not understand the Arabic. Every Muslim should 

read/recite a couple Hadith every day. Before you sleep, read a few. Every day. Qur‘an and 

Hadith. 



Three sciences deserve your time: 1) basic theology, basic belief. (Tawheed) 2) basic fiqh; how 

to fast, how to pray, how to give zakat. 3) THE MOST IMPORTANT: the life of the Prophet - 

everyone should understand the life and seerah of the Prophet (saws) 

5. Should I send my kids to public school or private school? 

If you put your child through private Islamic school and keep them in a bubble but suddenly 

you put them at the U of M? Have you prepared your child for the world? At the end of the day 

you answer that question. You must consider the state of your public school, and the state of 

your Islamic school. Some public schools mashAllah are so clean and free of harassment and 

drugs, some are not as good. Some private Islamic schools are not what they should be. You 

must make that call. 

6. What can I do if my parents not interested in studying Islam? 

Biggest mistake is children trying to harshly change their parents. THIS WILL BACKFIRE. It‘s 

a slow, long process. Gift them with books, bring them to lectures, GENTLE preaching. If it 

works, Alhamdulilah, if not, then as long as they are doing the wajib of salah, etc, they are doing 

the right thing. 



2/5/11 

Saturday  

Surat Ibrahim, verses 24-25. In these two verses, Allah sets up a beautiful example. He says, 

―have you not seen how Allah has given a …(rest of quote in book)‖ ―La illaha il Allah is a 

beautiful tree‖ the roots go deep, and the branches tower in the sky. This tree goes deep into the 

ground and towers in the sky. It gives its fruits throughout the year, and Allah gives parables to 

mankind so they can ponder over it. What does the tree symbolize? 

 Life 

 Growth, prosperity 

 Fundamental building block of life 

 Tree gives life to the body, the Shahada gives life to the heart. 

 Protection; the shahada protects us from that which will harm us 

 Air 

 Fruits we eat 

 La illaha il Allah is that treat to us. Life is meaningless, worthless, you cannot live 

without it.  

This is a tree with roots that are firmly established in the ground. 

Roots deep into the ground = stability. The shahada keeps a person stable in life. When the 

storms of fitna come, when hurricanes come, it keeps one deeply rooted. A hurricane can tear 

apart a house, but it cannot uplift a deeply rooted tree. When you have la illaha illa Allah gives 

you strength and purpose. You have a sense of direction; you know your sense in life. The 

Mu‘min is an optimistic, forward thinking person, because they have the stability of the Shahada 

in their life.  

Qadhi has met people from every religion come into Islam. Priests, atheists…everyone. Finding 

people who leave Islam is extremely uncommon. They are Murtads. But notice—they are never 

the scholars! They are never the ones who study for years to be a sheikh and turn away from 

Islam or realize what they‘ve been doing is wrong. People who are raised in not-practicing 

Muslim households, who want to enjoy the freedoms of the dunya, are the ones who become 

murtads. They go astray in their teens and twenties; but by the time they are married the realize 

the misguidance is not satisfying and turn back to Islam. This is not a problem of intellectual 

doubt; they know Islam is true, they are just difficult to commit when they are young because 

they do not know how to control their impulses yet. Common phenomenon in masjids you see an 

age gap…people by the end of their twenties and early thirties turn back to seriously practicing 

Islam. 

Christians do not change their life for their faith. They are cultural Christians and not truly 

believing in their faith. They are not committed to their faith. Muslims on the other hand, are 

committed to their faith and know that we should be. In the UK, the quantity of people that go to 

the masjid on Friday is the same as the total number of Christians that go to church on Sunday. 

Only 3% of the UK is Muslim. See the difference? SubhanAllah.  



Every single masjid has an issue with space. Some masjids even have to say, ―go to a different 

mosque if you don‘t get here by 12:15 for Jumuah!‖ whereas, people from other faiths are 

begging their followers to come to their services. 

Islam: Uslu‘ha thabit. The foundation goes deep. 

 Prophet invited Hiraculas (sp?), an emperor of Rome to Islam. The emperor said, I want to 

interview people who know this man (the prophet). He asked: 

o  Has he ever lied to you?  

o Are his family members kings? Is he from a noble lineage?  

The answers he got explained Allah chooses the prophets from the best of families. The emperor 

said, if his relatives were kings, I would have thought he was trying to reclaim his kingdom. The 

emperor learned he had never cheated or stolen.  

o He also asked, how are his followers? Are they of the rich and the mighty or the 

low and the poor?  

 The lower classes followed him.   

o The emperor asked why?  

 The answer: they are not tied to anything, they‘re not materialistic.  

o Do any followers leave the faith after converted to it?  

 Abu sufyan responded truthfully: we have never had a convert turn away 

from Islam. Hiraculous said: this is a sign of true faith. (This is a Kafir 

telling another kafir, this is the sign of true faith! Subhanallah) Once iman 

enters the hearts, it can never leave after that. And the amazing thing is, 

―Hiriaculas said, if what you have told me is true, it is only time before he 

conquers the land beneath my feet.‖ [Jersualem]  And subhanAllah, within 

15 years Islam conquered Jerusalem (where Hiracules was standing).  

**The prophet asked which will be conquered first? In 1453 Suleiman conquered 

Constantinople, and it changed to Istanbul in Turkey. Heraculies could not convert to Islam 

because he knew he would lose his empire. (something‘s missing here…I didn‘t catch everything 

he said) 

The tree of Iman.  

Symbolism of trees: 

 sky is the limit 

 allows you to ascend up to the heavens 

 refuge from that which goes on below 

 you cannot hide a large tree, just as you cannot hide your iman. Your iman shows through 

your actions, because your actions arebased upon your iman. For example, because you 

have iman, you will never lie, cheat or steal. Your life will be shouting or screaming your 

iman. When you have iman, it will show in everything. It shows in how you care for your 

children, how you care about humanity.  

 How long have trees been around? Forever. It is an internal kalima.  

 It is a superior structure; no man made structures can reach the tree of Allah. 



 Large trees bring about much more benefit than smaller trees for giving oxygen, fruit, etc. 

The Mu‘min is more beneficial to society than thousands and thousands of people 

without iman.  

 This tree gives fruits throughout the year; the fruits of iman are never ending. There is not 

other tree that is year-round; Allahs tree gives fruit all year round. When you have iman, 

it is a constant, neverending source of spiritual nutrition. It is optimism and hope. A 

Mu‘min cannot get depressed; if he does, he will get a boost of optimism from his Iman. 

Fruits (plural!) the tree of iman doesn‘t just give one fruit; it gives you multiple fruits. 

There is no one tree on earth that can give you multiple types of fruit.  

Fruits of the tree of iman: 

 Jannah –Surat Kahab verse 107: those who have iman and have good deeds, they 

should get the highest jannah, jannat firdaus 

  Protection from the fire of hell.  

o There will be people taken out hell that had iman the weight of a coin, then 

those with iman the weight of a leaf, the those with iman the weight of the 

mustard seed. The only people left in hell will be those with NO iman.  

o There will be a clear line to divide iman from the kufar.  

 There is a difference between the bare minimum required by Allah, and 

the bare minimum of having iman. Allah requires to have the bare 

minimum of iman – WAJIB. If you don‘t have this iman, you are a fasiq 

(sinner).  

 One who is still muslim but does things such as drug dealing, stealing 

etc. will be saved from Hell eventually, because his iman will save him. 

BUT if you reach the bare minimum (that is above what Allah requires), 

you will never go to jahanam, you will go straight to Jannah. What is the 

bare minimum? Practicing the five pillars of Islam: Praying only fard, 

fasting during Ramadan, minimum zakat) and avoiding major sins. If we 

commit major sins, we repent to turn over a new leaf. This guarantees us 

that we have reached the bare minimum Allah requires of us.  

 Then there is a new level, the beginning of perfection of Islam. In 

Gibreel‘s Hadith: there are three levels of faith: level of Islam, level of 

iman, level of i7hsan. 

 Required by Allah: level of Islam 

 Required to enter Jannah without ever going to Jahanam: level of iman 

(to clarify above) 

Having iman protects you from the fire of hell; if you have the bare minimum required, you 

will never enter hell. If you have below this level, iman will protect you from remaining in hell 

forever. Iman is a protection from the fire of hell. 

 Iman is a key to have all other deeds accepted.  

 Surat Isra‘ verse 19. Whoever desires the hereafter and works to achieve it 

while he has iman, it is those people whose working will be rewarded. If you 

do charity, fast pray, build hospitals, Allah will rewarded. If you don‘t have 

iman, your good deeds won‘t be rewarded. Someone is so charitable, so good 



to helping the poor, but they had no faith in Allah- they will not be rewarded. 

But why? How can they expect a reward from Allah if they did not believe in 

him? They got their reward from their people; they got their nobel prize, they 

got their fame, etc. That‘s what they wanted. They did not want Allah‘s 

reward. So if you have no iman in Allah, you will not get rewarded. 

 Iman is a way to forgive sins.  

 Surat Furkan verse 70. Except fro those who repent and do good deeds, he 

will subsitute their sins and reward you for your good. 

  Iman allows you to achieve the protection of Allah. 

  Surat yunus 63. The ones who Allah has protected, there is no fear among 

them; once you have reached a level of iman, Allah will protect you surat hajj 

38. Allah will fight and defend on those who have iman and faith. 

  Iman gives you protection and comfort.  

 Surat al imran 73; when threatened from worldy problems, their iman gave 

them solace and protected them from the evils of the world. 

 Exit and escape.  

 Surat talaq verse 2: whomever has the taqwa of Allah, Allah will make a way 

out for him. Allah will provide for him from a place he didn‘t expect. 

 Surat mujadilah verse 11. Allah says, those who have iman and knowledge, Allah will 

raise their ranks. People will look up to them in this world, in Jannah they will have 

the highest level of jannah. 

 Iman protects you from falling into evil. 

  The one who drinks does not drink while he has iman, the one who has the 

bare minimum required quantity of faith, will not fall into this evil. Theo ne 

who fornicates does not fornicate while he has iman. 

 Iman brings about a good life in this world. For the average muslim, there is a 

misconception that they can enjoy the dunya by sacrificing their iman. This is wroge! 

Only the mu‘min truly enjoys this dunya. Surat al nahil verse 97. ―Whoever does 

good, male or female, Allah should grant him a sweet life, a beautiful life.‖ So, only 

people of iman are granted a beautiful life. This doesn‘t mean the quantity of your 

possessions will increase, it means the quality of your living will be better. It means 

you will be happy with what you have, you will see the sweetness in the life around 

you. Ask people with fame and fortune—are they happy? They are not living happy 

lives. Wall street bankers are the ones committing suicide, not starving people. Stars 

and celebrities are going through divorces, not those with iman. They think once they 

get their they will be happy; once I reach a million dollars I will be happy…once I am 

famous I am happy. They never find happy. It‘s not money that brings about 

happiness, it‘s the iman that brings about an internal happiness. ―Whoever has iman, I 

shall grant him a beautiful life.‖ Iman brings about a beautiful life in this world and 

the next.  

 Iman brings about a sweet death.  

 Surat Yunus verse 74. ―We shall give them glad tidings in this world and the 

next.‖ At their death, the angels will give them glad tidings in their death. The 

angels will greet them, calm them down, and take their soul with gentleness. 

 Khilafa.  



 Surat nur 55. ―I have promised those who have iman and do good that I should 

give them power on this earth.‖ Change from the bottom up. Begin change in 

my family and your family. We don‘t change from top down, we change from 

bottom up. Those who have iman, Allah will give them power on earth. 

 Iman brings about brotherhood: s 

 Surat hujurat verse 10. All the believers are brothers. The brotherhood of iman 

is a blessing of iman. You walk into a masjid, everyone is your brother and 

sisters. An international fraternity. 

 Love is written for him on this earth.  

 Surat mariam verse 96: ―Those who have iman and do good, I shall write for 

them love.‖ Allah shall love them, the angels shall love them, and the people 

shall love them. A sincere, genuine love comes to you when you perfect your 

iman for Allah. 

 Benefits from advice.  

 When you go to a person who is committing a sin, you say, what are you 

doing? Why are you doing this? Stop for the sake of Allah. Those with iman 

will be humble and repent when told this. Surat dhaliat verse 19, 55. 

 Iman will be a light on the day of judgement. 

  On the day of judgement, Allah will destroy all light and we will all be 

immersed in darkness. They will be told to find their way to Jannah. The 

bridge to Jannah you must find, then cross, which is finer than a hair and 

sharper than a sword. On that day, Allah will bless everyone with light, 

emanating from their body to guide them. The stronger your light (iman) in 

this dunya, the stronger the light in the next life. Surat hadid verse 12: ―on that 

day you shall see the believing men and women; their light is emanating out 

from them, from their right and from in front of them‖ for some people their 

light will be so strong they can see beyond the horizons, for some, only their 

toe will flicker and when they take a step it will diminish. Because in this 

world their iman was weak.  

 Greatest blessing: looking at Allah. The only way to obtain every single blessing of 

Iman, the only way to obtain it is to obtain it from the tree of iman. If you try and 

obtain that fruit from another tree, its not pure, it will be tainted. Only the tree of iman 

can give you a pure fruit. Surat yunus verse 26: ―those who do good, those who are 

righteous, they shall be given Jannah and more than Jannah.‖ Husna w zyada husna. 

Whats more than Jannah? (the zyada) it is to look at Allah subhana w ta3ala. The 

people with iman will be allowed to gaze at Allah, and even that gazing will be 

proportional to their iman and their strength of their iman. On that day faces are 

shining bright, because they are looking at Allah. ―Allah I ask you for the sweetest of 

looking at your noble face.‖  

Q & A 

So even if someone who builds the largest Islamic university will not reap the rewards of Allah if 

they have no iman? 

 No iman = no reward in the afterlife. They did not do it for the sake of Allah. 



Can you define Mu‘min? 

 A person who has faith, who has iman.  

How does one strengthen ones iman? 

 knowledge, especially in material like this.  

 Increase your good deeds, prayer, charity.  

 Recite Qur‘an regularly. 

 Read the seerah of the prophet. 

 Study the names and attributes of Allah.  

 To be around the people of iman. Be in the company of the righteous. 

What is the difference between Fasiq and munathid?  

 Fasiq is still a muslim, other isn‘t. 

If person hits puberty at 7, how can they be held accountable?  

 Firstly, it is rare. It is 11-14 usually. She needs to start with the faraid then and 

Allah knows best 

My friend in school is homosexual, what should I do?  

 Islam does not say to treat them inhumanely. If they say hi, say hi back. We just do 

not consider their lifestyle righteous. There is no benefit from your relationship with 

them. They can do as they please, and we have the right to choose our friends. 

Remember though, you gain nothing from being rude or unkind to them; so that does 

give you the right to treat them wrongly. You should just instead find company with 

people who are righteous. 

So can we say every Muslim will go to Jannah? 

 that is not the correct way to say it. You cannot say ―I am going to Jannah!‖ or ―my 

friend is going to Jannah!‖ you cannot pronounce judgements on people, it is haram. 

The opposite too: you cannot assign destiny to people and say ―they are going to 

hell!‖ We just believe in general the person who has iman will go to Jannah. We 

don‘t specify, we do not judge. We speak in generalities. 

 

Aqeedah 

Aqeedah; from aqadah, to tie down. Aqeedah solidifies us, fortifies us, makes us firm in our 

beliefs. The term Aqeedah is not found in the Qur‘an or Sunnah; neither is the word Tafseer. It is 

not strange to not find these words; the Prophet (SAWS) did not say, ok, today is tafseer hadith. 

He was preaching islam. Later scholars then had to differentiate the differences between the 

hadith. 

Qur‘anic term of Faith = iman.  



Aqeedah is broader than the term for iman. It is one subset of iman. Kitab al-Iman of Bu Ubayd 

al Wasim ibin Salam. 

Some call theology Shariah, but in this day and age, it‘s more like fiqh.  

Scholars are trying to bring terminologies to define things in Islam. We are defining these terms 

to show the importance of theology to the scholars of Islam. Today people think ―how you act‖ is 

important, but you must consider BOTH what you believe and how you act. After 300/400 hijrah 

the term Aqeedah stuck. What was it called before then? Several names eclipsed the term 

Aqeedah: 

 Al Shariah: There was book about theology that was called ―Al Shariah‖ What does 

shariah mean? Literally, the water area where animals gather. Shariah linguistically 

means the way, the path to be saved. 

 Abu Hanifa wrote a book about aqeedah and called it ―Al Fiqh al Akbar‖ The Greater 

Fiqh (the lower fiqh was the law.) So because of the way he named his book, we 

understand that for Abu Hanifa, theology was more important than law. 

 As-Sunnah, Usul as-Sunnah, Sharh as-Sunnah. Theology is the sunnah of the prophet. 

 Al-Mahajjah: means the shining path, the clear evidence. The Hadith says ―I have left 

you upon the Mahajjah.‖ It‘s night is like it‘s day, and no one can deviate from this 

path except someone who wishes for destruction. The path of islam is crystal clear, 

and if you follow it you will be saved. What is the Mahajjah? It is what you believe.  

 Tawhid. 

TAWHID. What exactly is tawhid? It comes from the root wahada. Where we get the terms 

wahid and ahad. Wahada means ―to make something one.‖ Linguistically, Tawhid is the concept 

of making something one. When used in Islamic Sciences, it means to believe in the unity of 

Allah, and to believe Allah is one and unique in  

 His Lordship  

 His names and attributes and  

 His right to be worshipped 

These three aspects of belief in Allah are mentioned implicitly, many times together, many times 

separate. E.g – Surat al Fatiha and Surat al Nas: references clearly there.  

In Light of Guidance we will study Rububiyya and tomorrow Uluhiyya. Asma2 wa al sifat is its 

own. The greatest controversy in Sunni Islam is how to understand the names and attributes of 

Allah. This topic is discussed further in Light upon Light, Aqeedah 4. 

Tawhid is in two types, which can then be divided further: 

1) Al 3limi, knowledge based tawhid 

a. Rububiyya  

b. Asma2 wa-Sifat (names and attributes of Allah) 

2) Al 3amali, Action based tawhid 

a. Uluhiyyah 

There is an element of tawhid you need to KNOW, and an element you need to PRACTICE. 



For teaching purposes, the tri-partite division is easier for beginners to grasp. 

Tawhid means to affirm Allah is One and Unique. 

Importance of Tawhid:  

(term does not occur in the Qur‘an, but it occurs in the Sunnah of the Prophet) 

1. Purpose of creation.  

 It is because of tawhid that Allah created the creation. What is the wisdom of being 

here? Surat Al Dhaliyiat 56: ―there is no reason that I have created the men and the 

jinn except to worship me‖. All the rest of the points follow under this one 

2. The reason for sending the prophets.  

 Why would he send the message other than to worship him? Surat al Na7il verse 32 

―there is no god except me so worship me‖ All prophets were sent with the same 

message of tawhid. Only Allah is worthy of worship, and that is why they were 

sent. 

3. Allah revealed the books because of Tawhid. Surat al Nahl verse 2 ―I have sent down the 

angel to the prophets in order to warn mankind to warn them of ‗la ilaha illa ana‘‖ 

 Sheikh Qadhi asks us, what is the difference between Nabi (Prophet) and Rasoul 

(Messenger): 

***long debate*** 

i. In the end, he says ―there are actually 8 or 9 opinions of what the difference 

is; it was a teasing question – it was a learning experience for you all to 

think about it. Many of the things mentioned are part of the 8 or 9 opinions 

but they are not completely right.‖  

ii. A nabi receives wahi but doesn‘t tell the people the wahi. This is one of the 

opinions, but it is a strange opinion! To claim a man receives wahi and 

doesn‘t tell the people, is absurd. 

iii. Another opinion is there is no difference (Sheikh Qadhi doesn‘t agree – this 

is a minority opinion that one instructor does teach however) 

iv. The strongest opinion: A rasoul is someone who is sent to a nation that does 

not believe in his religion, does not accept him so he has to establish this 

risala. Allah sends him to them. A Nabi is someone going to a nation 

expecting a Prophet. Adam is a Nabi, his children expected a prophet. 

Yayha is a prophet. Jesus is a Rasoul; the yahud rejected him; he came with 

a new Shariah. John the Bapist is a Nabi because he was not rejected. 

 * Hadith Abu ___?? ―Oh messenger of Allah, how many prophets are there? 

124,000. How many messengers are there? Three hundred and ten and something.‖ 

He did not give an exact number. (Note: some scholars believe this Hadith is not 

authentic.) 

 Another question: 

i. How many books are there? (Everyone shouts 5) 

ii. What is a book? Wahi from Allah? But the 124,000 and 310,000 receive 

wahi, does this mean we have that many books? –more debate- 



iii. Sheikh Qadhi‘s answer: Wahi is indeed a book from Allah. So it is correct to 

say every rasoul w nabi received a book. There is no reason to restrict the 

books to 5. What is a book but written wahi?  

 

4. Tawhid is to differentiate between Muslims and Kafirs.  

 The word kafir is not a dirty word; it just means someone who does not have deen. 

Islam does not differentiate between ethnicity or status, BUT it does differentiate 

between one who is Muslim and one who is not. Listen to his lecture ―Ummah vs 

the nation state‖ Youtube. 

5. Following tawhid is a cause of peace and contentment in this life and the hereafter.  

 When we operate machinery in the condition it was meant to be operated in, it lives 

a longer life. When we live our lives in accordance with islam, we will flourish. 

6. Tawhid is the first call we have been commanded to do. 

 It is the first call that we have been commanded to do  

 (watch ―debunking the male bias myth of islam‖ youtube). Take a step back and 

explain why you believe in one God.  

 The first commandment, surat baqarah verse 21: ―3obdu rabhahu‖ (oh mankind, 

worship your lord) 

7. Tawhid is the right that Allah has over us.  

 The prophet was walking with Mual al jabil ―Oh Mual, do you have the right Allah 

has over us?‖ Mual says ―the right Allah has over us is that we worship him alone 

and no one else‖ 

 Allah has gifted us this right over us. Allah will not punish anyone who fulfills his 

right. 

  If we perfect our worship of Allah, if we do what Allah requires us to do, we have 

the right that he will not punish anyone who perfects his iman. 

8. Cause for entrance to Paradise.  

9. Forgives all sins; prevents fire of hell 

 Hadith: ―whoever says ―La illa ha il Allah‖ will enter Jannah.  

 The Hadith of the Card: A man was brought on the Day of Judgement. He had 99 

scrolls of sins, and each of these scrolls was as wide as the east and the west, and 

Allah asked him ―are these your sins?‖ The man said ―yes, these are‖. Allah asked 

him ―did my angels make any mistakes when the wrote them down‖ He replies, ―no 

they did not.‖ ―what is your excuse for these sins‖ ―I have no excuse oh Allah‖ 

Allah asks, ―do you have any good deeds to show?‖ The man thinks, then says ―no I 

cannot think of any.‖ However, the angels can find a good deed. There is one small 

good deed that fits on a card: ―la illaha ill Allah‖ What‘s the point of putting this 

card against the 99 scrolls? Well, then the 99 scrolls are placed on one side of the 

scales, and the card on one. The card is so heavy and it outweighs the sins, so Allah 

forgives him and he enters Jannah. 

10. Dangers of its opposite.  

 Through opposites you understand the reality of things. By studying shirk, you 

understand how important tawhid is. Tawhid can only exist in the complete absense 

of Shirtk 

 Surat al Nisa verse 48. ―Allah will never forgive the sin of shirk, but he can forgive 

any sin lesser than that to whomever he pleases‖ 



i. Shirk is the one unforgivable sin in Islam! 

The entire Qur’an is only a call to Tawhid 

1. Regarding Allah, His Names, and Attributes 

a. The essence of Tawhid e.g Surat Al Ikhlas 

2. Tawhid of action 

a. e.g Surat al Kafirun, Surat al Baqarah verse 21 ―oh mankind worship your Lord‖ 

3. Prohibitions or commandments from Allah 

a. Perfections of tawhid and how to worship 

b. Of the 6630 verses of the Qur‘an, only about 500 are Shariah 

4. The people of this world and the next (stories of the Prophets) and future 

5. Narrating the punishments of the people who rejected Tawhid, past (stories before us) 

and future (Hell). 

Tawheed Rububiyya 

Meaning of Rabb 

 Lisan al-Arab by Ibn Manzur (considered the greatest lexicographer of the Arabic 

language) 

o Rabb is used to denote al Malik. 

 Ultimate ownership implies God created us. Any object that you own, you 

are not the ultimate owner of it because you bought it from someone else. 

You cannot create something from nothing. Whatever you do you are the 

partial owner, you simply transfer ownership, even if you made 

something, you have to buy the materials. Never can any human being be 

the ultimate owner. Allah created the creation from nothing, and he has the 

ultimate right to do as he pleases. Allah is the ultimate owner and master. 

o Al Sayyid: the one who we must obey.  

 Only Allah has the right to be obeyed 

o Al Qayyum, Ar-Razzaq; The one who nourishes and sustains.  

 The one who takes care of us; these are names that show Allah is giving, 

generous, al kareem. He alone is the Master, Controller, and Nourisher 

 Tawhid of Allah in HIS actions. If he creates, only he creates. Whatever he does, only 

Allah can do. what Allah does, only he does. 

All of Creation is under Rububiyyah. 

Of the manifestations of this: 

1. Every object of creation knows that it cannot survive by itself; rather, it needs the help of 

its Creator in order to obtain what it needs 

2. No object can escape what is decreed for it, or control its own destiny.  

3. That is why at times of distress or fear, we call out to God. It is engrained in us. It is part 

of our Rubbubiyah. All of creation is under Rububiyyah of Allah. 

Two types of Rububiyyah 



1. General Rububiyyah – every single being is dependent on Allah for their well being. 

2. Specific Rububiyyah – the special bond for those who have willingly acknowledged 

Allah is their rabb, and a special nourishment for these people. And that is why the most 

common name of Allah in dua‘a is rabb. You call your master, your owner, the one 

whom you know has the power to nourish you and sustain you. Allah as a rabb will take 

care of your needs. Allah will nourish and sustain people. Allah even sustains the kafir, 

because he is their rabb. Even Iblis (shaytan) makes dua‘a to Allah because Allah is his 

rabb.  

How do we know that there is a rabb out there? This is a question that has challenged 

philosophers for centuries. What is the proof of the existence of God? There is no doubt our 

religion has to answer this question. We turn to the Qur‘an excitedly; alhamdulilah Allah has 

talked about refuting the Christians and the idolers several times. We find however, any verses 

that talk about atheists! In fact, with great difficulty, maybe 3 or 4 verses that discusses atheism. 

Why is it paganism is refute in a thousand verses, and Jews and Christians get a 100 or so 

Christians, but atheists hardly get the time of day? Why? Let us examine what Allah says: 

Evidence for the proof of the existence of Allah: 

1. The evidence of creation itself. 

a. Allah challenges mankind to simply look around and marvel at creation. Surat 

Luqman, Verse 11: ―This is the creation of Allah, show Me -- where is the 

creation of the other gods they worship?‖ 

b. Surat Tur, Verse 35 (explicitly aimed at atheists) ―Were they created from 

nothing? Do they have no creator? Or did they create themselves?‖  

i. Many do say yes we came out of nothing ―big bang‖ ridiculous 

1. No one lives his or her life thinking nothing was the cause of 

nothing! 

2. You don‘t come home and see something missing and think, it just 

happened because of nothing 

3. You don‘t get pain and think it came out of nowhere, you question 

―where did that come from? Why did it happen?‖ 

4. Physics: every cause has an effect, everything comes from 

something. 

5. It is the height of stupidity to think something came out of nothing.  

6. If we saw some stones sitting in a circle in the middle of nowhere 

7. How do you know your God exists? Bedouin said, ―Camel dung 

tells me a camel was walking here. If I see footsteps, I know there 

was a traveler that passed this way. A sky full of these beautiful 

stars, and a land full of river, and an ocean full of beautiful 

waves…doesn‘t this tell me someone created them?  

8. How do they expect to look for signs of God‘s existence when 

every single object of creation is screaming that Allah is their 

creator! The fact you can think, you can see, is all a sign Allah 

exists. 



2. Ayat – special signs, miracles. There are at least 20 ayat that discuss the miracles. 

Creation of us, creation of heavens and earth, creation of us are all miracles. Ponder over 

it; we will see the beauty and presence and splendor of Allah. 

1. When we see the stars at night, the humbleness we feel, the awe 

the sun sets. It overwhelms you…these are miracles we feel 

because of Allah‘s creation. 

3. Fitrah 

a. The term ―fatarah‖ is something that imbeds, so fitrah is something that is 

embedded 

b. Surat al Room verse 30 – ―This is the fitrah that Allah has created mankind upon‖ 

i. Allah is saying there is a fitrah that he has created mankind on. Hadith 

Bukhari and Muslim: every single child is born upon the Fitrah, and then 

his parents make him into a Christian, a Jew etc. Islam and the fitrah are 

exactly compatible. If you leave Islam, your fitrah is changed 

1. We believe from this that every human being has ingrained in him 

or her a subconscious knowledge of Allah, a knowledge you don‘t 

need to be taught. 

2. Supposed there is a child in the desert, cut off from all of humanity 

and has never seen a living creature in his life. What would this 

child know?  

a. The fitrah will tell him that there is a God. He doesn‘t need 

proofs or intellectual premises and arguments. He 

inherently knows there is one God and that he is One 

b. He will know there is one God. His fitrah will tell him that 

there is a creator and that this creator is one. 

c. This Creator has the perfect names and attributes: loving, 

merciful, caring. No religion names their gods in negative 

ways. There is always something perfect about god. It is 

ingrained in the fitrah 

d. This God is worthy of being praised and worshiped. That is 

why every single religion has some type of ritual to their 

God, subhanAllah 

e. The fitrah tells us the broad essentials of morality. You 

don‘t need to be taught lying is wrong. You don‘t need to 

be taught that snatching someone‘s money is evil. You 

don‘t need to be taught that helping the poor is virtuous. 

Every society agrees we should help the poor, turn away 

from evil. This is engrained in everyone‘s fitrah! 

f. This fitrah is shown even in the beginning of creation. The 

incident ―al Misaq‖ the covenant: Surat Al 3araf, verse 172: 

Allah says, ―remember when your Lord took a covenant 

from Adam, when I took out his children from his loins, 

and I ask them, am I not your Lord? And they all replied, 

yes you are.‖ When Allah created Adam, he took out every 

single soul and Allah spoke to us, asking us ―Am I not your 

Lord?‖ A rhetorical question…a question posed to make a 



point, not to be answered. It is meant to drive the point 

home. Allah is asking a question they do not need to 

answer, so because the question did not need to be 

answered because of their fitrah. 

 

 RANDOM TANGENT: Discussing dinner, Sheikh says he 

wants to try Somali food but, ―rice and bananas don‘t go 

together!‖…hahahahaha 

 

4. Deep innate feeling of helplessness and turning to the creator 

a. Even if someone claims they don‘t believe in God, when they see death or they 

see they are about to die, their fitrah comes out and they make dua‘a with utmost 

sincerity. But after God saves them, they turn away and forget him. 

i. Surat Yunis, verse 12 

b. Story: Sheikh Qadhi went to school in Madinah with a British guy, who grew up 

like any other secular Western. Once, the man went swimming in a river and 

suddenly got swept up into the waves. He almost drowned, but said ―oh God save 

me‖ and was saved. But I don‘t believe in a God, how did I cry out to him? He 

was saved and contemplated this. He went to a lecture and learned about firtah 

and became Muslim. 

c. Dr. Abdullah Brown 

i. Lawrence Brown, a convert, was a well known doctor with a good 

position in a fancy hospital. He was living the American dream, rich, 

intelligent, educated. He said he was in the delivery room and when his 

daughter was being delivered, her whole body was bluish, and he realized 

she was suffering from a disease that caused her not to be capable of 

carrying oxygen and that she had 5 minutes to live. He walked out, 

completely shocked and dazed. He went to the hospital chapel, leaned 

down, and said, ―Oh God I know I haven‘t lived my life the way I should, 

but if you save my daughter, I will research each and every religion until I 

find the right one.‖ He prayed with deep such sincerity, that when he 

walked back into the delivery room, he saw the doctors were in shock 

because his daughter was saved. He knew a miracle when he saw one. For 

the next 5 to 10 years, he researched Christianity, Judaism, but was never 

satisfied. Finally decided to research Islam. The first ayah in Surat al 

Fatiha just clicked with him; he was amazed. He said, that is the way a 

book should be started, with ―alhamdulilah rabbil 3alameen‖ 

SubhanAllah, he converted to Islam without even meeting a muslim! 

 

5. The sending of the Prophets and revelation of the Books.  

a. All the movers and shakers of the world have come from the major three faiths. 

This is not a coincidence.  

b. The history, the miracles of our religion. A group of uncivilized, backward, 

uneducated Bedouins were able to conquer land from Spain to China within a 

century, and become the most advanced civilization that man had ever seen! Even 

though foreigners invaded their lands, e.g Alexander the Great achieved great 



success in India, but after he died, everyone went back to how it was before. 

Wherever Islam goes, people become proud followers of it, even if their ruler 

dies, Islam gets into the hearts of it‘s followers and it remains there. 

c. The power of our religion shows the power of Allah! 

Regarding Atheists: 

The Qur‘an does not aruge with those who just want to aruge for the sake of arguing. Atheists 

are not people you can convince that there is a god, for they have chosen to be blind. Those who 

have tried arguing with atheists know this -- it is a sheer and utter waste of time. Do not waste 

your time arguing with people who refuse to believe the sun is shining in the sky. 

 

Q & A  

- If you committed a sin and you did not know it was haram, are you accountable? 

No, ignorance is a valid excuse for sinning. 

- If a person cannot be forgiven for shirk, how are converts forgiven? 

Shirk is not forgiven IF you have not repented for it. If you repent and get out of shirk, you are 

forgiven 

- If you only pray every now and then, but you do a lot of good deeds, do you get rewarded? 

Yes, of course god will reward you, but you are in danger zone of being a ―fasiq‖ until you pray 

5 times a day. 

- Can you be a nonbeliever and a believer at the same time? 

No. Kafirs can believe in pieces of what we believe, but until he acknowledges the Shahada, he 

is not a Muslim. 

- You said we should be around the people of iman. How can I know if they have iman for sure? 

Base them upon their outward actions. If they always remind you of Allah, then stay around 

them, but remember you cannot judge what is in their heart. 

- What is your view on interfaith dialogue? 

Some can be good for Islam, but some are dangerous. As long as you‘re speaking the truth and 

conveying your message,  

- If there are 5 books, why can we only marry from Ahl il-Kitab? 

(Sheikh jokes: this brother obviously wants to get married! Everyone laughs). Man cannot marry 

out of the holy books. There is no book on earth that we trust but the books of Ahl al-Kitab. 

Western Proofs for the existence of God 



Preface: Muslims should avoid studying philosophy until they have a strong base in Aqeedah. 

The scholars say this because Philosophy takes the mind to a level it is not capable of going to. It 

is using the intellectual powers Allah has given us and abusing them and using them 

inappropriately. Islam says you can never find the ultimate truth without Allah‘s guidance, 

without Qur‘an. You will never be sure of the truth or know the details of the truth. You did not 

know what iman was until the book came down. ―We found you not upon guidance and we gave 

you guidance.‖ What is amazing is that no two philosophers have ever agreed on the truth. By 

definition a philosopher needs to come up with something new, or they won‘t become famous. 

Philosophy causes you to use your mind in areas that you are not supposed to. This is why 

everyone is simply confused after reading a philosophical book.  

Ontological Proof for the Existence of God 

 God Exists by Definition. Note, this is a philosophical argument and may be confusing. 

Take the definition of God: ―God is something that which nothing greater can be conceived.‖ It 

says that you cannot imagine something greater than Allah.  

So, which is greater: something that is real or something that is only conceived in the mind? The 

one that has existence and is real.  

Suppose God does not exist and you are just imagining God. 

If God did not exist, you could imagine God. But since you cannot imagine God, there is a real, 

existing God! 

Therefore, the notion of the greatest conceivable being cannot be conceived of in thought alone, 

but rather must also be conceived of as existing. Otherwise, the concept of god would actually be 

contradictory since an existing god would be more perfect than conceptional God. 

Cosmological Proof 

Non-muslims consider this an Islamic proof for the existence of God because other sects (not 

Sunni) developed this so much that it was their argument for God. 

1. Argument from motion.  

2. Argument from Cause 

3. Arugument from Contingency (existence) 

Consider these Premises: 

i. There are Accidents and Bodies. (these are philosophical terms: accidents 

are things that cannot exist by themselves, for example ―red‖ does not 

exist by itself, it needs something to be red, such as a cloth.) 

ii. Every body must be characterized by multiple accidents simultaneously.  

iii. Accidents are created. E.g - Motion; something must have given it the 

energy to move. It is impossible to have infinite regression of causes. You 

cannot go back and have an infinite series of reasons of causes for the ball 

to move. You keep going back, if you start at Q, you get to P, O, ….until 

A. the fact we have reached Q means you have a finite line. If Q was 



infinite, you wouldn‘t have been able to arrive at Q. So you go back until 

―the unmoved mover‖ (Aristotle‘s name for God) 

iv. Therefore, body must be created. 

 

Pure Sunni Muslims say there is problem with this arugment: not Qur‘anic, so 

complicated even though the conclusion seems basic. This is studied further in 

Aqeedah 2: Light upon Light. 

This is called the Kalam Cosomological argument. Non-muslims call it an Islamic 

argument because it was invented by Muslims (sufis). 

Teleological Proof 

Story of Paley‘s Watch. Imagine you are walking on the beach, you see the rocks, the sand, the 

waves. But then you find a watch in the middle of the beach. You cannot compare the watch with 

this intricate mechanism to the water and the sand. Where there is a watch, there must have been 

a watchmaker. We disagree with this specific example because he dismisses nature as not 

complicated, but the general idea is right – we are in awe of the complexities of Allah‘s creation. 

History of Atheism 

There has never been a society of atheists like today since the beginning of time. Looking back at 

the last 150 years, we see atheism rising at extremely high rate. Atheism is becoming more and 

more popular across the world. Once upon a time if you were an atheist you would have been 

ostracized. Nowadays it‘s the opposite; reverse discrimination towards those who are believers. 

Those who do not believe in Darwinism and the theory of evolution find difficulty finding a job. 

The first atheist, the one who publicly claimed he was a denier of god, did not come before the 

19
th

 century. It is a modern phenomenon. No one in ancient Greece would ever publicly claim 

they were atheists. They did not deny God. The first publicly claimed atheist was person was 

Mary Shelly, the author of Frankenstein. Karl Marx was one to propel atheism as well. He said it 

was creation of the rich to subjugate the weak and the poor. ―Man creates religion, he says. 

Religion is the opium of the people.‖ Niche said: ―when you kill God, you kill the human soul‖ 

there is an element of truth in this, even though he was an atheist. He said that without god, there 

is no point in living, and because he was an atheist, he went mad at this realization and had to be 

hospitalized. 

Then Darwin comes along. At this time, when atheism was becoming more known, people 

needed an answer to the question that Shelly and the others could not answer: if there was no 

God, then where did we come from? Darwin was able to give them an answer, and that is why it 

was so widely accepted! Initially, Darwin was mocked for his theory that humans evolved from 

apes. And it really is ridiculous -- people are going back to their family tree from when they were 

swinging from it! Now, it is true, we share 99% of our DNA with monkeys. Nothing is wrong 

with that, Allah made us similar and gave us common characteristics. However, neither has 

scientific evidence for creationism or evolutionism. Because we comeback from different initial 

ideas (god or no god). They cannot prove we evolved from apes, so Darwinism is forever a 

THEORY. Richard Dawkins even admitted: I suppose I must have something than have nothing, 

and my faith is in science, not holy books. To atheists, Muslims look crazy because they 



associate our beliefs with those of fundamentalist Christians. Fundamentalist Christians believe 

Adam and Eve were here 6000 years ago and that there were no dinosaurs. We don‘t have a 

problem affirming dinosaurs or Neanderthal species; our species have come from Adam and Eve, 

but we don‘t have a set date of when they were alive like Christians do. Microevolution is valid 

in Islam, but not Macro—we cannot believe that we came from another species! 

Sheikh asks: Why do you think in the last hundred years atheism has increased? 

Class answers: 

- Separation of church and state 

- Scientific/technological advancement 

- When you understand a lot of mysteries and creations, you can understand all other 

mysteries 

- So heeded, only to follow desires only 

- Religion is used for self and not actually needed in life 

- Media/internet 

- Change of political institution 

Sheikh Qadhi‘s answer: one of the most significant reasons of atheism is the failure of 

Christianity in the West. It did not provide them with the answers they needed, it brought about 

separation of church and state. Moreover, they judge the failure of their religion with the failure 

of their own, and they associate the invalidities of their religion with other religions. The other 

reason: the advent of science. It became a way to explain the unexplainable; what used to be 

mysterious can now be explained. (There are still many unexplained things though—science will 

never explain why, it only explains how). Moreover, people living in cities have little to do with 

nature and the seasons. Atheism is only spreading in developed countries; this is because the 

western world is so rich, and when you are rich you develop a sense of arrogance. If you always 

will have water, food, shelter, you don‘t care about praying to a god for rain, food, shelter. 

Beautiful thing such as sunsets or a sky full of stars are separated from us; we forget the beauty 

of Allah. 

Class activity. Each group is given a common argument from atheists. Think of how you would 

answer their argument. 

Group A - The street atheist:  ―If there is a God and he‘s all powerful, can he create something so 

heavy that he can‘t lift it? Either way you answer you have shown the He is not all-powerful.‖ 

- Firstly, the question is illogical. It is grammatically correct, but has illogical content. 

Moreover, the answer to the question is irrelevant to the existence of God. The question is 

flawed not only because it is paradoxical, but because it is supposing God is humanlike. 

Group B: All religions claim that God can do anything. Is it possible for God to create a circle 

with four sides? Or an object that exists and doesn‘t exist at the same time? 

- see answer to Group A (illogical question) but also, this is a play on words and goes against 

definition. A circle by definition, does not have 4 sides, a triangle does not have 5 sides! 

You‘ve defined a circle to have no sides, and you want God to create a circle with 4 sides? 



If you are an atheist because of this argument, then it shows that it is not this question that 

is what really made you an atheist (haha). 

Group C: ―Modern Science has proven that life as it exists today is a result of direct evolution 

from previous forms of life. Therefore, it is clear that there is no Creator who needed to create. 

Science explains everything…‖ (this is the argument of Richard Dawkin‘s famous book ―the 

God delusion‖) 

- Firstly, you are wrong Mr. Dawkins. The theory of evolution shall forever remain a theory. 

Nothing in science is proven. 

- Science is ever evolving. One day there is theory, tomorrow there‘s another one, sometimes 

negating previous theories. Rather than doubt yourself, you should doubt science. 

- Science can only explain HOW not WHY. Science explains nothing; just the mechanism of 

how things work, not why. Why can our blood transport oxygen? We can explain how, 

how photosynthesis works, how symbiotic relationships come about, but why, it cannot 

explain. Science then, explains nothing. SubhanAllah, scientists have discovered a ratio, 

dubbed the ―life constant,‖ which reappears everywhere and they are boggled at why this 

occurs. 

- The scientific method is valid; but it has no realm in ‗Ilm il ghayb. Science cannot even 

prove the existence of the human soul, so how could they prove God?  

- Every society since the beginning of time, even before Islam, believed in the soul. Why 

would they believe it if it was not true? 

- Everyone came from a cell, and a cell cannot create a cell, so who created the original cell? 

- Science cannot be proven for ‗Ilm il ghayb; it‘s not Allah‘s fault, but the fault of 

inapplicability to other areas. 

Group D: ―It is historically clear that religions have been tools used by the powers-that-are to 

control the masses. Religion is the single most important cause of social upheaval, wars and 

death. Is it possible that a true religion would allow this? (argument from Hutchinson‘s book 

―God is not Great‖) 

- the number one cause of wars and death and destruction is GREED, not religion. Hutchison 

is naïve to suggest otherwise. It is the greed to control resources, money and power that 

starts wars. WWI killed more people than any other battle in history, and WWI and WWII 

have nothing to do with religion - they were battles between Christians. The fundamental 

problem with this argument is that the arguer is lumping all religions with the history of 

Christianity. Because the Christian church used religion to control the masses, that does not 

mean all religions do this. Social upheaval occurs even in the absence of religion, whereas 

religion comes and unifies. Most importantly, the greater source of all good is religion. 

Without religion, there would be no charity, no good in the world. All good stems 

from a proper understanding of religion. The negatives without religion are MUCH 

WORSE than any negatives that arise from religion. 

Group E - It is not possible for All Merciful God to allow such suffering as we see in the world 

today. People dying of hunger and starvation, natural disasters destroying hundreds and millions 

of lives, unnecessary diseases, plagues and wars, and the list goes on. The existence of evil 

clearly proves that an All-Powerful, All-Merciful God cannot exist.‖ (this argument is called 

Theodicy) 



- this is a issue all religions must grapple with, not just Muslims.  

- Some say it is ―the invoked the wrath of Allah‖ – this is something we can say, but we 

must use this with extreme caution because it causes more argument than not. What about 

children, what did they do? 

- Tests, wisdoms of the negatives. There is wisdom for these tests, to bring them closer to 

Allah. You must appreciate opposites. If no one was sick, you could not appreciate good 

health. If no one was poor, no one would appreciate wealth. 

- People are narrow-minded in their definition in what is good. You cannot neglect the 

hereafter! The mercy they will see in the hereafter is infinite.  

- Sheikh Qadhi‘s response: 

o Sometimes we just have to have faith. We are not going to be able to explain each 

and every aspect of the wisdom of Allah. We will never succeed trying to figure it 

out. So this question will never be fully answered, we cannot comprehend the 

answer.  

o Removing God from the picture is more illogical than removing a God and saying 

we don‘t understand all of his wisdom 

o There ARE wisdoms we can understand, including that we do not believe in pure 

evil. Anything created with some evil, also has some good. All the goods that 

come out, have to come from some evil. How can you be generous to victims in a 

calamity when there is no calamity? How can you appreciate sight if there are no 

blind people? But then they argue, what about the people that suffer? We must not 

forget, all suffering of this world, will be rewarded in the next. The akhira is 

infinite for them. 

o Ayah: ―Evil has spread in the lands and the ocean because of the evil of mankind‖ 

 

Day 3 – 2/6/11 

This topic is the most important topic of the entire seminar. If you don’t understand this 

topic, you will not realize the significance of the rest of this class. 

Tawhid Rububiyah is to unify Allah in his actions. Whatever Allah does only he can do it. To 

affirm there is one powerful Lord and Master. Many religions believe in one God [(Judaism, 

Hinduism (they believe there is one ultimate god of all the other gods)]. There is some concept of 

monotheism in other religions. There is hardly any religion that claims multiple almighty gods. 

The question arises then, that if someone believes in one God and that God created him, is that 

all they need to be a Muslim? No!  

Example: Consider the case of the people who the Qur‘an came criticizing, the Quraysh. Why 

was Prophet Muhammad (saws) sent to these people if even before Islam they believed in a God 

named Allah? We must correct misunderstandings about being a Muslim, such as the concept 

that we need intermediaries to reach Allah; (the mystical sects of Islam think we need a guide to 

go through to reach Allah). This mentality is common in many Islamic countries. We must be 

firm: turning to other individuals (sheikhs, priests, whatever) and asking them for your needs is 

not only a sin, it is Shirk. We will prove this, but first we must lay foundations. Firstly, just 

believing in Allah as your lord is not sufficient. We will prove that using the story of the 

Quraysh of Mecca and prove that they believed in Allah as their lord, yet they were not Muslims. 



Once you affirm that the Quraysh believed in Allah, you have to answer this question: then why 

didn‘t we consider them Muslims? Answer: along with that belief in Allah, they directed acts of 

worship to other deities, so they were pagans. We must prove that the mindset of some Muslims 

today is the same as the mindset of Abu Jahil. ―I believe in Allah, im just going through someone 

to get to Allah!‖ (Wrong.)   

Note: If you are engaging in a dialogue with others discussing this (or any) topic you cannot say: 

―this is what my teacher said‖ or ―my sheikh taught me that‖…you lose the argument. You must 

know the evidence. Never quote a teacher or institute. Quote Allah directly, quote a verse! 

Memorize and study the verses!  

Proof that Mushrikun [the Quryash] believed that Allah is their Rabb 

1. Clear verses in the Qur‘an which state that the Jahiliyyah Arabs believed that Allah 

created and sustained them 

a. Surat Ankaboot verses 61-63: ―And if you [Prophet] were to ask them [Quraysh] 

who created the heavens and the earth and who subjugated the sun and the moon, 

they would surely answer Allah. And if you were to ask them, who sends down 

the rain and who resurrects the dead and who brings the earth back to life? They 

would surely say Allah.‖ 

b.  Surat Zukhraf, verse 87 ―and if you were to ask them who created them, they 

would say Allah created us‖  

c. Surat al Muminoon, verse 84-89 ―Ask them in whose dominion is control 

everything. And who is the one to turn to for protection? They would say Allah‖ 

and this is most explicit: ―if you were to ask them who is the rabb of the seven 

heavens and the throne? They would say Allah!‖ 

2. Verses that show the Jahiliyah Arabs believed in Allah yet committed shirk 

a. Surat Yusuf verse 106: ―Most of them they believe in Allah, but most of them 

also commit Shirk‖ 

3. Excuse of Jahiliyyah Arabs in their worship (memorize these verses.—very impt!) 

a. If abu sufyan, and abu talib, etc believed in Allah and knew Allah created them, 

then why were they turning to rocks and stones? If you understand their excuse, 

you will understand the mindset of muslims today: ―Allah is too holy, too 

magnificent to reach him; we must go through intermediaries‖ 

b. Do you really think Hindus believe the god they have carved with their own hands 

created them? No, that is not the mentality of them nor anyone. We cannot 

assume they would be so naïve. Similarly, with the Jahiliyyah, when they 

worshiped Anat an al Uzza, they did not believe their idols created them. They 

believed they were going through this being to get to Allah. Their reasoning was 

that they were too sinful to reach Allah. They thought ―Who am I in front of 

God?‖ and that they must go through someone who is holy. 

i. Explicit verses of this (memorize in Arabic!) Surat yunis verse 18: ―Allah 

says, and they worship besides Allah that which will not harm them or 

benefit them, and they say these idols are our intermediaries‖  

1. So who did they ultimately want to worship? Allah. They were not 

reaching for Anat or Uzza. They were going through them to get to 

Allah. 



2. Mystical sects of today think in THE SAME WAY. They use 

intermediaries to reach Allah. 

3. Surat Zumur verse 3: ―We are only worshiping them so that they 

can bring us closer to Allah‖ the ultimate goal is not the 

middleman – the ultimate goal is Allah. People think they are too 

sinful to get to Allah directly, so they go through intermediaries 

4. Quraysh would turn to Allah sincerely in times of distress 

a. Surat luqman 32 ankaboot 35 

b. What does this show? They know that only Allah can help them. 

c. Remember, we should never lose hope of someone being guided. the best 

example: Umar Ibn Khattab (people thought he would convert when pigs fly) and 

the son of Far‘oun, Ikrima.  

i. Ikrima was the type of enemy of Islam that could not be forgiven. He ran 

away to Ethopia. He was on a ship that was about to drown and he says:  

―Oh people of the ship, there is nothing I can do, the only hope we have is 

to turn to Allah!‖ He realized, if only Allah can benefit us now, why 

should we worship the other gods when we reach the shore? Allah if you 

save me, I will accept Islam, and go to the Prophet and find him forgiving 

of me inshallah. 

ii. Allah saved him. He disguised himself and walked to the cabin of the 

Muslims (this was dangerous, he was allowed to be killed alive (imagine a 

WANTED poster with this guy on it) but he made his way to the Prophet 

and said the Shahada, told his story, and ended up fighting for Islam, 

dying a martyr during the battle against Romans) 

5. The mushrikun‘s rejection of the pure worship of Allah was not because prophet brought 

a new god (the Prophet was not bringing them a new god, it was the same Allah), but 

because they rejected unifying Allah. They didn‘t want to believe that only Allah should 

be worshiped.  

a. Surat As-safat verse 35: ―When they [the Quraysh] were told to say la illa ha il 

Allah, they became arrogant‖ 

i. They really understood the meaning, and refused to worship the false 

meaning 

ii. Surat Sad verses 3-4 ―They were amazed that a Messenger came to them 

and the kafiroon said, this is something that cannot be true, has he made 

our objects of worship into only one?‖  

6. The Jahiliyyah Arabs had their own Talbiyah (labaik Allah humma labaik) during Hajj 

a. The Quraysh did Hajj every year before Islam, and one thing they did was 

talbiyah. Their version was different, however. They would say ―labaik allahuma 

labaik, labaik allahsharika laik‖ the prophet would say STOP HERE, but they 

would add ―ila shareeka howan lak tameelan whowa lak‖  = you have no partner 

except what a partner that belongs to you and you control. 

b. The Quraysh knew what a god was, but Muslims of our times refuse to call their 

―beings‖ gods, even though they treat them as such 

Why does the Quran affirm the rububiyyah of the Quraysh through so many verses? 

 Allah uses their Rububiyyah to show that Rububiyyah necessitates Uluhiyyah! MOTIF. 



 If you believe Allah created you; well then why do you turn to other beings for help? 

 This is why the kalima is ―la illa illa Allah‖ and NOT ―la rabba illa Allah‖ 

 The Shahada 

Blessings of the Kalima 

1. The Essence of Tawhid 

2. Creation created 

3. Prophets sent 

4. Books revealed 

5. Mankind being divided into Muslim and kafir 

6. Paradise and hell apportioned 

7. Person enters into Islam 

8. First phrase that the Muslim child hears when it is born 

9. Goal of every Muslim that it be his last phrase as well as heaviest phrase in the scale 

a. Hadith abu dawud ―whoever says la illaha ila Allah he will enter Jannah‖ 

b. Hadith of the card 

10. Forgives all other sins 

11. Best phrase that all of the prophets uttered 

a. Hadith Bukhari ―the best phrase I have ever said and any prophet has ever said is 

Ashhadu la illaha il allah, wahadu shareekahu….(finish this part) 

12. Highest level of faith. 

a. Iman consists of 60 odd branches. The highest is ―la illaha il Allah‖ 

Meaning of this Kalima 

Alif, lamb, 7a. it is simply four words, each composed of three letters. La – No. Ilaa – except, 

allah- our lord and diety. 

The key term is ―Ilaah‖ 

Ibn Abas: an illa is one whom everything turns to, and everyone worships. Ilaah is something 

that is worshiped.  

Ilaah is the name given to every object that is worshiped.  

Ibn Munthur (dictionary guy we mentioned before): any object that is taken as an object of 

worship is an Ilaah 

The Kalima consists of 4 words. Let‘s translate them bit by bit. 

La – no. Ilahaa – being who is worshipped. Ilaa – except. Allah – god 

Literal translation: ―There is no being that is worshipped except Allah‖, is this an accurate 

translation? No. You must use Arabic grammar to translate properly. (see written notes for 

Arabic grammar explanation) 

So, the true translation is: ―There is no deity worthy of worship except for Allah‖  



When you add affirmation and negation, you get two things: 

1. Exclusivity 

2. Height of praise 

Example: if Maser is not smart, this is negation (not praise). If he said ―Maser is smart‖ this is 

praise. If he said ―There is no one who is smart in this room except Maser,‖ This is praise. First, 

we negate the characteristic from everyone. We negate the uluhiyya from everyone and 

everything, and then we make an affirmation: Il Allah. We have negated, and added the height of 

praise to the Kalima. 

 

Conditions of the First Shahada 

When we say that the Kalima is the crux of our religion, and anyone will enter Jannah, what does 

this mean? 

Someone asked Wahab ibn Munnabih (d. 110): ―Is not la ilaha illa Allah the key to Jannah?‖ 

―Yes, but every key has its ridges so if you come with the key that has the right ridges, the door 

will be opened for you, otherwise it will not.‖ 

So there are seven conditions derived from the Qur‘an and Sunnah that are necessary 

requirements to be a Muslim: 

Read the article (google it) by Jamal Zarabozo for further explanation of the seven conditions. 

1. Knowledge (vs. ignorance) 

a. 3ilm. If you don‘t have 3ilm of the kalima, you are ignorant and the kalima is not 

accepted from you! 

2. Certainty (vs. doubt) 

a. Jews understand it, but they cannot be certain about it. A Jew has 3ilm, but he 

doesn‘t have yaqeen (certainty)! 

3. Accepting this kalimah, qabul (accepting) (vs. rejecting it) 

a. E.g – far3oun, and abu jahal and abu talib 

4. Submitting to this statement, inqiyad (vs. leaving it and not acting upon it) 

a. Acceptance comes from the heart, submission comes from the body. Merely 

saying the kalimah, without doing any of the actions of islam (salah, zakat, 

fasting) such a person is not a Muslim. We are talking about people who never do 

anything, not someone who prays on and off, fasts on and off. Evidence for this is 

explained in Aqeedah 4, Light upon Light 

5. Being truthful to it (as siddq) (vs. lying) 

a. Siddq – (truth) to be truthful to the Kalima 

6. Sincerely stating it with ikhlas, without any shirk involved vs. nifaq or shirk 

a. Say it for the sake of Allah sub7ana wa ta3ala 

7. Loving it and its people, and hating those who oppose it (vs hating its people) (al- 

mahaba) 

Q & A w/ Sheikh Qadhi 



1. Can we use the term ―God‖ when referring to Allah? 

a. Yes, of course. It is the English term for Allah.  

2. Is it necessary for someone who accepts Islam to announce their faith publicly? 

a. How will you pray Jumuah, how will you get married? Announcing your faith is 

not an essential condition, but how can you live as a Muslim if the community 

does not know and support you? Some, in certain situations, must be Muslim in 

private because of fear of their family‘s rejection, so there are situations in which 

they must stay secretly Muslim. As long as you say the shahada sincerely, you are 

a Muslim and God is your witness. 

3. Qadr: If Allah will guide whomever he pleases and misguide whomever he pleases, why 

should we do anything? 

a. Because you don‘t know what Allah has decreed! If you just sit at home and do 

nothing, nothing will come to you. You do what you need to do! 

4. If a person commits major sins, will they be forgiven? 

a. Of course, if they repent! If you die in a state where you did not repent, Allah has 

the will to forgive or punish you. Punishment will not be forever. 

5. You said something about having 90% Tawhid and 10% Shirk…what did you mean by 

that? 

a. Quraysh: they believed in Allah (this is a percentage of tawhid) but they also 

other deities, so it was not 100% Tawhid. 

6. How do we know the Qur‘an was referring to the Jahiliyyah Arabs?  

a. Context. This is very clear. 

Ibadah 

Meaning: A psychological state: Ibn Kathir defines worship, Ibadah: ―a state which combines the 

perfection of love, submission and fear.‖ 

Consider love: You love your child, but you don‘t submit to your child. Consider fear. You fear 

the law, but you do not submit to the law. The emotions are separate. Subhanallah, Ibadah 

combines these emotions…you love the one you fear and you fear the one you love, and you 

submit to the being you worship and whom you love and fear. 

―Ibadah is a comprehensive term, encompassing all apparent and hidden acts and statements that 

are beloved to Allah.‖ 

In other words, Ibadah can be defined as a state, and it can also be defined by the actions. There 

are two conditions of Ibadah. 1 – Sincerity. 2 – Conformity. The actions we do as people, can be 

divided into two categories:  

1. Rituals (Something you do because you follow a particular religion, they vary from 

religion to religion). For any ritual to be accepted, there are two conditions: 

a. Sincerity (ikhlas). Without sincerity, you have the opposite, Shirk [major or 

minor]. Actions without ikhlas are not accepted. Most famous Hadith of Bukhari 

―All actions are accepted by intention.‖ 

b. Conformity to Sunnah. You cannot make up your own rituals. You take the rituals 

from the Sunnah. If you fall into making up things, you have fallen into Bid‘3a 



(innovating). ―Whomever innovates something into this religion of ours, it shall 

be rejected from him‖ (Hadith Bukhari). 

2. Natural Actions. Actions we do because we are people, such as eating, sleeping, going to 

work, getting married. They do not require ikhlas or conformity. If you go to work and 

you want a paycheck, you are not committing shirk. If you eat, you are not committing 

shirk to your stomach. To direct an act to something other than Allah is not Shirk. Shirk 

only applies to Ritual Actions. Bid’a3 does not occur in natural actions. Driving a 

car, using technology, is not bid’a3, because they are not associated with rituals, 

they are natural actions! 

The key thing to note is that a natural action can be converted into a ritual one with one 

thing: Sincerity. Ikhlas. If we have the niyyah, and we want to please Allah by turning our 

natural actions into ritual actions, you can do so. Hadith: ―Oh Messenger of Allah we have no 

money to give the charity like the rich people give!‖ The Messenger of Allah replied: ―don‘t 

you know, smiling in the face of your brother is charity? Pouring water into the bucket of 

your neighbor is charity? (they went to wells to get their water) Feeding your wife is sadaqa, 

Being intimate with your wife is sadaqa.‖ These are natural actions that become for the sake 

of Allah, therefore ritual. Example: Going shopping for the sake of taking care of your wife 

is not Shirk, but there is not a reward. However, the husband who thinks of Allah and says, 

you have blessed me with a family and I want to take care of them by going shopping for 

them, and have the niyyah to please Allah, then you have turned the action into a ritual and 

gained Allah‘s reward. Or if one says Bismillah and goes to work in Allah‘s name, they have 

established a relationship with Allah that means every halal deed you do at work, whether it 

is a natural act or not, becomes a rewarded deed. You reach the level of ihsan. The true 

Muslim can worship Allah in everything he does. Every single natural deed becomes an act 

of worship. For more info, Sheikh Qadhi has a lecture on youtube called ―Journey of 

Worship.‖ 

Ibadah has three emotional pillars upon which our ibadah is placed: 

1. Love 

a. Surat Al Baqarah, verse 165 ―There are those amongst people who take besides 

Allah partners, and they love these partners as much as they love Allah. But the 

true believes love Allah more than that.‖ Loving Allah is a sign of believing in 

him. 

i. Hadith Bukhari ―three things whoever has them will taste the sweetness of 

Iman, and one that he loves Allah and his messenger more than anything 

else.‖ 

b. There are different types of love in Islam 

i. Love of the divine = Allah. Not allowed to any other being. 

ii. Love for the divine. We love a being because Allah has told us to love 

them. Love for the Prophet, love for the Angels, love for the people that 

are pious, love for the Qur‘an. [note we separate love OF the divine from 

love FOR the divine (such as prophet) which separates us from 

Christianity] 



iii. Natural Love. We love things because we are human beings. We love 

good food, we love our parents, we love our spouse, we love our children, 

we love warmth and shelter. All human beings have natural love. 

c. Again, we have discussed those who have perfected their iman can convert 

natural feelings into ritual, religious love. Example; we all love our parents, it is 

human nature. The Mu‘min uses this love to be extra good to his parents; to 

control his tongue and never be rude to them, to dedicate service to them. This is 

the state of ihsan, when all of your love conforms with Islam. Example: When 

you love your spouse, you use this love to become better Muslims, you bring your 

spouse closer to Islam. But what happens when a love clashes with love of the 

divine? Example: you love money, but you are willing to obtain money through 

haram deeds. Or you love someone you have not married yet. (Preface from 

Sheikh Qadhi: firstly, love is part of Islam. Love is not a dirty word. It is 

completely normal to be in love before marriage, or you would not be human.) 

Now suppose this is the case, and this love leads to haram acts. In this situation 

you have taken a natural love and turned it into haram. Another example is the 

love of parents for their children. Because of their love, parents are willing to 

disobey Allah to help their children out of love for them, whether it be getting 

money to help them or to dismiss the wajib: ―he‘s only ten, it‘s ok if he sleeps and 

miss fajr.‖ When a natural love causes you to disobey Allah, this is not shirk, but 

it is a sin. 
d. ―Shirk-y‖ love  

i. Love for anything other than Allah, such as Christianity‘s love for Jesus 

Christ.  

ii. Love that causes you to reject Islam. Example, if a non-muslim woman 

married to a non-muslim man wants to become muslim, but cannot 

because her husband will leave her (and also, it is haram to remain married 

to a non-muslim), it is BETTER for her to become a Muslim in secret and 

stay with her husband because she then is only sinning (marrying non 

muslim) instead of committing shirk and not accepting Islam.  

e. Sinners are NOT committing shirk. A drinking problem does not mean shirk.  

 

2. Fear 

a. A fear of incurring Allah‘s anger and wrath. Fearing Allah is part of our religion. 

b. Surat Al Imran verse 35 ―that is Shaytan trying to scare you, so don‘t be scared of 

him, and only be scared of Me, if you truly have faith!‖ 

c. Surat Al Ahzab verse 39 ―the believers are those who fear Allah and no one 

besides Allah.‖  

d. Fear comes in many categories: 

i. Religious = Allah 

ii. Natural 

1. To be scared of something that is natural is not shirk. Like fear of 

cockroaches. 

3. Hope 



a. To hope the best and expect one‘s good deeds to be accepted and sins to be 

forgiven. Surat al Imran verse 35. Surat Al Baqarah verse 218 ―those are the 

believers are who accept the mercy of Allah‖ 

b. Religious hope: 

i. Hope of acceptance of good deeds from none other than Allah 

ii. Hope of forgiveness of sins from none other than Allah. 

1. In cases like, stealing money, you have hurt two parties: Allah and 

the person you stole from. You must also ask forgiveness from the 

person of that right that he has that you took away, BUT you ask 

Allah for forgiveness of the sin. The hope and humility to Allah for 

forgiveness is nothing in comparison to the humility to the other 

person. It is wajib to ask for forgiveness, but it must be for the sake 

of Allah above all. 

c. Natural Hope, e.g. to hope for a cure from the doctor, to hope for a raise from 

your boss. 

i. In this case, to have an unchecked natural hope goes against religious 

hope. Hope must be controlled more. The boss and the doctor are not 

capable of giving you what you want without Allah. It is not shirk to 

ascribe tremendous hope to them, but it is a sin. However, the stronger 

your iman, the more vertical your hope will go, towards Allah. A true 

believer is able to convert all natural hope into religious hope. A person 

stops expecting and yearning for good from people. It is not shirk to do so, 

but it is a sign of weakness of iman.  

 

7ob, khawf, raja2. Love, fear and hope. 

The primary emotion is love. Love for Allah and love of Allah should always be the 

number one motivational factor in our worship! The other two emotions are naturally 

coming from love. Love automatically brings about a fear. From love, you have fear and 

hope for acceptance. Love is the overriding emotion and the others are secondary. 

Example: love is the heart of the bird, but the two wings are fear and hope, because 

sometimes you need love to be propelled though fear and hope. But without the wings 

you cannot fly. When one of these emotions are gone, you go into deviation. With one 

wing you cannot fly straight. Some deviations of Islam stress one more than other and 

they are wrong: 

 

1) Khalajites, obsessed with fear and the hellfire. The militant extremists of today have 

this mentality, and are overzealous about killing the non-believers. They emphasize fear. 

If you ever read their websites, or forums, they are obsessed with saying this group is 

kafir, this group is going to hell, and they are so concerned with who is correct, who is 

wrong. They lose track of reality, they become extremists and kill non-muslims 

 

2) Groups emphasize hope. ―oh God will forgive me, it‘s ok‖ this is a flippant attitude; a 

lack of iman, a lack of submission. This ignores the importance of the other two 

emotions. 

 

3) the Sufis or mystics are obsessed with love.  



A true Muslim has all three emotions. Surat al Isra‘ verse 57. ―Those people whom you call upon 

(for themselves) means of access to their Lord (Allah) as to which of them should be the closest 

(to Him) and they hope for his mercy and fear his torment. Verily the torment of your Lord is 

something to be afraid of.‖ Surat al Isra‘ verse 57. 

The number one factor that to prevent us from sinning is fear. When you are younger increase 

the fear, and when you are older, increase the hope.  Even in Surat Al Fatiha, all three emotions 

are embodied.  

 

Recap on Tawhid: 

Rububiyyah necessitates Uluhiyyah. Even Surat Al Fatiha begins with Rububiyya and ends with 

Uluhiyyah. If you have Rububiyyah, you should logically jump to Uluhiyyah. If you 

acknowledge Allah as your rabb, you will worship only him alone. If you believe in Allah‘s 

perfect names and attributes, you affirm a perfect rabb. If only Allah has perfect names and 

attributes, you should only worship him alone. Rububiyyah brings out Asma2 wa al-Sifat, you 

automatically affirm only Allah should be worshiped. 

So, our Kalima, that affirms we should worship Allah and only Allah, automatically embodies 

the other two concepts of Tawhid: Rububiyyah and Asma2 wa al-Sifat. 

 

The Opposite of Tawhid: Shirk 

 

Definitions, Dangers and Types 

 

Only when you truly understand Shirk will you learn to fear and avoid it. Example, Smoking is 

dangerous; everyone knows it. The feeling a doctor that has about smoking is different than that 

of the average person, because he studied the dangers of smoking and sees what it does to his 

patients. 

 

- Definition has been given in the Qur‘an and Sunnah:  

o Surat al Baqarah, verse 22: ―So do not make, along with Allah, partners while you 

know that He is the true Creator.‖  

o When the Prophet was asked what is the greatest sin, he replied ―to take alongside 

Allah a parner‖ 

o Shirk means giving the rights of Allah to other than Allah 

Dangers of Shirk 

1. Shirk is the only unforgivable sin in the sight of Allah. 

o Surat al Nisa2 verse 48. Allah says he shall never forgive the sin of Shirk or those 

who die a state of Shirk.  

2. Shirk prohibits a person from entering Paradise and obligates a permanent abode in Hell. 

o Surat al Maida, verse 72: ―A person who does Shirk with Allah, Allah has made 

Jannah haram for him‖. 

3. Shirk is so evil that it destroys all of a person‘s good deeds. 



o Surat al Zumar, verse 65. ―I have revealed to you and to those before you [the 

Prophet Muhammad (saws) (God is speaking to Prophet in first person, very rare; 

imp‘t) If you commit shirk, all of your good deeds become null and void‖ 

4. If a person dies in a state of shirk, it is prohibited for his Muslim friends and relatives to seek 

forgiveness for him 

o Surat al Tawbah, verse 113: It is not appropriate for the Prophet or those who 

believe to seek forgiveness for the pagans. 

5. Allah has described those who commit shirk as being najas, or filthy.  

o Surat al Tawbah, verse 28. ―Those who commit shirk are najas.‖ 

Tawhid existed before Shirk 

1. The Fitrah and Mithaq 

a. Fitrah is an inner complex, Mithaq was the covenant between Adam and Allah 

b. It‘s our nature to be monotheists 

2. The first shirk to occur was during the time of Prophet Nuh (‗alayhi il-salam) 

a. Surat Nuh (last page) The people of Nuh said ―we will never give up our gods‖ 

b. Between Adam and Nuh were 10 generations upon Tawhid. For 10 generations 

they did not know what shirk was. And generations back then were LONG. Nuh 

gave his message for 950 years, meaning he lived longer than that. 

c. Sheikh Qadhi Tangent! By the way, if every generation is around 1000 years, this 

fits in perfectly with modern science. Why? It fits with the notion that we know 

humans have been around for 30,000 years. The biblical story is that humans 

arose 6000 years ago, which makes no sense.  

d. Back to the story. There were 5 men who were righteous, and they all died one 

after another. Then Shaytan said: why don‘t you carve out images of them? I will 

do it for you! I will put it in your Qiblah, so when you make salah, you can be 

reminded of them. So Shaytan made the first idols. When someone asked about it, 

they said ―your forefathers prayed to these people when they needed rain, etc‖ so 

for generations people prayed to these 5 people. 

e. The people Nuh came to, were not the first people to worship them 

f. Hadith Sahib Bukhari (and other books) 

g. The purpose of Shirk: to exalt the status of holy men. Shirk arises when you put 

people above their love. 

3. Adam, the first man and the father of all peoples, was a Prophet of Allah 

We believe man started out monotheistic, and that we ended up polytheistic. This is opposite of 

the views of Western historians of religion, who see it as polytheism  monotheism  atheism 

Q & A 

- Must I give dawah to my coworkers?  

o Yes, but this does not necessarily mean talking about Islam. You can give dawah 

through good manners and incorporate terms like ―god willing‖ or ―thank god‖ to 

be subtle. 



- Is fear of death natural or religious? 

o It is natural, everyone fears death. 

- I converted to Islam, do I have to change my name? 

o Only if your name was associated with Shirk. Such as Abd-il Mesee7h 

- If a woman does not wear hijab because she is scared of society or her husband, is this 

Shirk? 

o This is not shirk, but this is weakness of iman, and it is a sin, but it is not shirk. 

- Is my mortgage haram? 

o A mortgage is giving interest. Clearly, mortgages would be haram, but for 

Muslims of the western world, it is a must. It is like the person who is dying, they 

can eat pork if that is all that is left. (Sheikh Qadhi thinks this fatwa is too lax, 

however) Sheikh Qadhi says you should try to make up this bad deed by doing 

other good deeds in your life. 

- If you have slandered someone, do you have to ask that person forgiveness if telling them 

what you did will make the situation worse (i.e they didn‘t know you did it?) 

o Yes, but you can say generically ―Akhi, if I have ever done anything to hurt you, 

please forgive me‖ 

o You should go to those people whom you said the bad things to, and start praising 

the one you had originally slandered.  

Shirk; for each aspect of Tawhid there is a part for Shirk (note, this part was confusing, I tried 

my best to understand and type what he was saying) 

- Rububiyyah 

o Affirmation  

 Total affirmation  

 Zeus is a total affirmation, the other gods in the Panethon are 

partial affirmations 

 Partial affirmation 

 Jesus, etc. 

 Associating another being with Allah 

o Denial 

 Total denial  

 Atheism (it is indeed a type of shirk! To give the rights of Allah to  

beings other than Allah…so who are atheists giving these rights 

to? They give it to creation. They call it ―nature‖ in the theory of 

evolution. ―Nature has decreed…‖ as seen in biology textbooks. 

Subhanallah, they have to use some proper noun, and use Nature.) 

 Partial denial 

 Diesm -- belief there is a creator, but not a nourisher and sustainer. 

He created the world but then let it be. 

 

 

- Uluhiyyah  

o Major 

 Theoretical 



 To consider it morally permissible in the Eyes of Allah for others 

to worship of anything other than Allah, (perinialism)  

 ―You believe what you want, I believe what I want‖ seen 

extensively in interfaith dialogues. 

 Remember the Kalimah: ―There is no deity worthy of worship 

except Allah‖ 

 From a legal perspective, in an Islamic state, Jews and Christians 

have the right to practice what they want. Morally, we should 

acknowledge it as wrong. 

 Practical (Action based) 

 You do something for the sake of something other than Allah 

o Prostrating to an idol 

o To envoke for help from another entity 

o Minor 

 To show off your good deeds, to pray for the sake of other people 

(continued next week) 

- Asma2 wa al Sifat 

o Deification 

 To say things like ―My Sheikh knows everything, My Sheikh knows 

what‘s in my heart (Sufi viewpoint)‖ giving Allah‘s characteristics to 

humans. 

o Anthropomorphism 

 Making God human-like 

 Such as saying ―God was tired on the 7
th

 day of creation‖  

During the next Q & A someone asked about Hijrah to a Muslim country to live a better Muslim 

life. The Sheikh talked about his experience living in a Muslim country. Subhanallah he said he 

felt like a better Muslim in America than the Muslim world and he could do more for the 

Ummah in America than the Muslim world. It is better to be a Muslim in America than anywhere 

else. Watch his lecture on youtube (or video google or halaltube.com) ―Towards formulating a 

vision for Muslims in the West‖ He basically destroys the romanticized idea about making 

Hijrah to a Muslim country. 

Manifestations of Ibaddah 

Tawakkul 

Putting one‘s trust in Allah. Actions of the heart. It‘s perfections: To cut off hope of any good 

from any created object, and to hope the best and reply completely on Allah. 

To rely on physical and tangible means is minor shirk; to invent means and rely upon them is 

major shirk.  

Surat Maida verse 23 ―Put your tawakkal in Allah if you truly have Iman‖ 

Surat Yunus verse 84  

Surat al Talaq verse 3 …and many more 



If the farmer does not plant the seeds, if he does not water the plants, he will get no plants and 

this is his fault. If you do all the things to plant a crop, then you leave your tawakkal in Allah. 

For example, when the Prophet went out on a war, he wouldn‘t tell people where he would go. 

He would wear double protection, and arm his horse. He did everything he could to prepare for 

the battle, but also put tawakkal in Allah. 

Hadith of the Bedouin: ―When I go to sleep at night, if I leave my camel it will run away. So 

what should I do? Should I tie my camel up, or should I leave my camel untied and put tawakkal 

in Allah?‖ The answer, ―Tie your camel and put your trust in Allah‖ 

True tawakkal is in the heart of the believer. The prophet said: ―Oh Messenger of Allah, should 

we take medicine when we are sick?‖ He replied, ―Yes, because for every disease Allah has sent 

down a cure.‖ When you take your medicine, your trust is not in the medicine, it is in Allah 

subhana wa ta3ala.  

Sabr 

Over 70 verses in the Qur‘an are dedicated to Sabr.  

Surat Al Imran verse 200: ―oh you who believe! Be patient and advise other to be patient as 

well!‖ 

Surat al Nahl verse 128 

Surat al Ra7hl verse ? 

Surat al Mudathil verse 7 ―be patient for the sake of your Lord.‖ 

Three types of Patience 

1. Patience in response to a situation that Allah has decreed 

a. When you say ―this is not fair! Why is this happening to me!‖ you are accusing 

Allah of being unjust – haram!  

b. Hitting yourself, tearing your hair out – haram. Be dignified. Sabr. 

c. This does not mean when someone dies you cannot cry, you cannot feel sad. You 

must be dignified in your grief. 

2. Patience in restraining one‘s self from committing sins 

a. Holding yourself back from haram deeds; smoking, drinking, etc.  

3. Patience in constantly worshipping Allah – the highest form of Sabr 

a. Example: waking up on a daily basis for Fajr 

 

Patience is in the heart and the body, whereas Tawakkul is only in the heart. 

Du‘a – the greatest action of worship. Hadith: Du‘a is the backbone of worship! No better action 

illustrates the meaning of worship and the relationship between the worshipper and the one they 

worship. The one making dua affirms Allah as his rabb, to sustain and nourish him, and affirms 

his names and attributes. The one who makes dua confirms Rububiyyah, Uluhiyyah and al Asma 

w Al Sifat. You also affirm the three emotions of love, fear and hope. That is why Du‘a is the 

most common form of worship and can be found in all religions, even atheism. 



Because du‘a is the most common action of worship, it is also the most common action of shirk. 

Why is du‘a so common? Yes it‘s easy, yes it can be done anywhere, but it is because we have 

needs. We have to make du‘a because of what we want.  

 

There are over 500 verses in the Qur‘an where Allah says do not make du‘a to any other to 

Allah. If you do, you imply 

1. That object loves you and cares about you more than Allah does.  

2. That object can hear your du‘a. 

3. That object has the power to respond to you. 

Calling others in your du‘a is committing Shirk in all three categories.  

Types of Du’a 

Surat Fusilat Verse 36 

Surat al Nahl, verse 98 

Say ―A‘outhobilahi min al shaytan al rajeem‖ 

To seek refuge in anything else is Shirk. Seeing natural protection from a natural power is 

permissible. (e.g wearing armor in war) 

- Isti‘adhah - Seeking spiritual refuge in other than Allah 

o Istighathah or Istianah – seeking help 

 You can seek help in a physical manner, such as asking someone to lift a 

box with you 

 You cannot seek help for supernatural things, that is to the Divine 

 Help against an enemy is allowed, it is natural help 

o Nadhr, a Vow 

 A religious promise. E.g – ―If my son is cured, I shall fast for 10 days.‖ 

Our religion says it is not very good to do, but if you do it, it must be done 

with Allah. Hadith Bukhari The Prophet said, ―a vow only extracts from 

the miserly, stingy person and does not change the decree of Allah.‖ The 

man was stingy because he would not have been the money otherwise, and 

it does not change the decree of Allah, because he already decreed it. 

 This is not recommended because this is like bargaining with 

Allah, and Allah does not need your worship. 

 Also, many mystical sects of Islam will say ―If you cure my son, I 

will go make a pilgrimage to *insert name of some guy‘s grave* 

and they are then associating the cure with the man, this is Shirk. 

o Sacrifice 

 We have no right to kill an animal; it has a rou7, but Allah has given us 

the right to kill an animal in his name. 

 Ritual act: sacrificing during Eid al-Adha 

 Purely for the sake of food: you must mention Allah‘s name. To mention 

another name is Shirk. 

 Fasali-birabbika wanhar, ―pray to your Lord and sacrifice‖ 



 Surat al Anam, verse 162 

 Say my prayer and my sacrifice, my life and my death, all of it is 

for Allah‖ 

 Allah‘s curse is on somebody who sacrifices in another‘s name. 

 What about sacrificing for your grandmother when she passes away? The 

right way to do it is: You say bismillah, and then ask for your 

grandmother to be blessed. 

o Tawaf (circumambulation) 

 ―And circumambulate the Ancient House (the Ka‘bah at Makkah)‖ – Surat 

al Hajj verse 29.  

 This is the only object Allah has allowed us to do tawaf around! 

 To do tawaf around any other structure is Shirk. 

o Prostration (Sajda) 

 This is an action of worship that is done only to Allah subhana wa ta3ala 

 Surat Fuslilat, verse 27. ―Do not prostrate to the sun or to the moon, but 

rather prostrate to Allah subhana wa ta3ala who created them if you truly 

worship him.‖ 

 Allah allows natural prostrations (prostration of respect) (not sure 

if I heard this correctly) 

o E.g - When Yacoob prostrated to Yusuf 

o Hadith Abu Dawud Muad ibin Jabal, fell flat on his face in 

front of Prophet ―what are you doing?‖ Muad said ―I just 

came back from Syria, and I saw the jews and christians 

prostrating to their leaders and priests and rabbis, and I 

thought you deserved such respect.‖ The prophet said: ―Do 

not do this again! If I were to allow a human to prostrate to 

someone else I would have said a woman bow to her 

husband.‖ 

 

 


