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CHAPTER 1

TYPES OF STORIES IN THE QURAN

‣ About the prophets and messengers and what happened to their people
‣ About individuals or certain groups and what happened to them, e.g. Luqman, Maryam, 

Dhul-Qur’anayn, and the people of  the elephant
‣ About the events at the time of  the prophet Muhammad (SAW)

PURPOSES OF THE STORIES

‣ To teach hikma

                                         
And there has already come to them of  information that in which there is 
deterrence 

              
Extensive wisdom - but warning does not avail [them]. (Al-Qamar: 4-5)
Hikma is putting something (wisdom in this case) in its rightful place.  The 
jobs of  the prophets and messengers is to give knowledge and present the 
knowledge by putting it into practice.  When Aysha (may Allah be pleased 
with her) was asked about the khuluq (manners) of  the prophet, she said “his 
khuluq was the Quran.”

‣ To show the greatness of  Allah’s justice

 
And We did not wrong them, but they wronged themselves. And they were 
not availed at all by their gods which they invoked other than Allah when 
there came the command of  your Lord. And they did not increase them in 
other than ruin. (Hud: 101)

Losing hope in Allah is putting yourself  in a place of  a kafir. It is akin a 
person saying “Ya Allah, my sins are so great, your mercy can’t 
accommodate for it.”
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‣ To give glad tidings to those who are grateful

            
Indeed, We sent upon them a storm of  stones, except the family of  Lot - We 
saved them before dawn

                      
As favor from us. Thus do We reward he who is grateful. (Al-Qamar: 34-35)

‣ To increase the faith of  the believers

 
And We have already sent messengers before you to their peoples, and they 
came to them with clear evidences; then We took retribution from those who 
committed crimes, and incumbent upon Us was support of  the believers. 
(Ar-Rum: 47)

‣ To warn the disbelievers

    
Have they not traveled through the land and seen how was the end of  those 
before them? Allah destroyed [everything] over them, and for the 
disbelievers is something comparable. (Mohamed: 10)

‣ To strengthen the message of  the prophet (SAW)

          
That is from the news of  the unseen which We reveal to you, [O 
Muhammad]. You knew it not, neither you nor your people, before this. So 
be patient; indeed, the [best] outcome is for the righteous. (Hud: 49)

THE BACKDROP: BACKGROUND OF SURAH YUSUF

According to some scholars, this surah was revealed in the 10th year of  prophethood in 
Makkah.  This year was also known as “Aam-ul-Huzn” of  the year of  grief  because the 
Messenger of  Allah (SAW) experienced the loss of  two most beloved individuals, Abu Talib and 
Khadija. The Messenger was both psychologically and physically grieved.  With the passing 
away of  his two closest supporters, the corporeal and verbal torture by his own nation and tribe 
members accelerated.  Hence, this surah came as a relief  and glad-tiding to the Messenger of  
Allah (SAW).
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It is also reported in some narrations that Jews wanted to test the Prophet Mohamed (SAW); 
hence, they instigated some disbelievers of  the Quraish to enquire the Prophet Mohamed 
(SAW) about the motive behind the migration of  the family of  Yacob, i.e. the Israelites from 
Holy Land (Jerusalem) to Egypt.

Since the Jews denied the Prophethood of  our Messenger (SAW) despite clear signs, this 
question was put forth because they knew that Arabs were unaware of  this narrative, so the 
Messenger of  Allah (SAW) could not possibly acquire this knowledge from sources. Contrary to 
their expectations, Allah revealed the whole story of  Prophet Yusuf  then and there, and the 
Messenger of  Allah (SAW) recited it on the spot.

CHAPTER 2

THE EXPOSITION: OPENING STATEMENTS

Verse 1:

               
Alif, Lam, Ra. These are the verses of  the clear Book.	
	 	 	   
‣ The letters Alif, Lam, Ra are regarded as horoof  al-mokta’at (حروف املقطعات)

• They are recognized but the meaning behind this is not known
• There are 14 letters used in al-mokta’at throughout the Quran
‣ Some scholars have said that only Allah knows what these letter means
‣ There's an opinion that these particular letters are mentioned as a challenge to the Arabs

• The Arabs during the time of  the prophet appreciated eloquence on Arabic
• Listen up, you guys think you're so eloquent and so good at literature, bring something 

forth something like it
• This was the wisdom of  Allah (to show them what they're appreciating it)

- Just like during the time of  prophet Musa (people appreciated magic, so Musa was  
granted "magic" by the power of  Allah)

- Just like during the time of  prophet Eesa (people appreciated medicine, so Eesa 
was granted the ability to cure by the power of  Allah)

- This during the time of  the prophet, it's a challenge to make something like this 
(you can't, it's only by the power of  Allah)

• An ayah is a miracle because every word of  Allah is a miracle
• How do we know that this is a challenge?  Because of  what comes after the letters.

- Alef, lam, rah, These are the verses of  the clear book.
- Ketab (book) -comes form kaf, teh, and beh, means coming together, or put 

together in one place
- Clear in its rulings and clarifying
- The Quran is clear guidance from Allah subhanaho wa ta'ala

• The miracle of  the Quran is that you can't get rid of  it

Qabeelat Madinatayn 4
Beautiful Patience-Tafseer Surat Yusuf 



Verse 2:

              
Indeed, We have sent it down as an Arabic Qur'an that you might understand.

‣ "We" shows status of  Allah, it's the royal we.
‣ This is one of  the verses of  the Quran that affirms the o’olow (علو) of  Allah

• Where is above? Above for Allah, and we can't deny it
‣ Allah's quality are appropriate for him only

• Hadith that says Allah descends on the last third of  the night to see who's 
supplicating, so that the person may be accept repentance from people

- But the last third of  the night here is morning in Japan
- It's only a quality and attribute appropriate for Allah

• Allah sees, has hands, has a face, hears
- Only appropriate to Allah and unique to Allah
- Making Allah's attributes human-like is a sin

‣ Why did Allah reveal the Quran in the Arabic language?
• Allah chose the Arabic language because of  its beauty and Allah knew that this was a 

rich language (can use one word to describe complicated things that would take many 
more words in other languages)

Verse 3:

          
We relate to you, [O Muhammad], the best of  stories in what We have revealed to you of  this 
Qur'an although you were, before it, among the unaware.

‣ Kasas (قَصَص) vs. kisas (قِصَص)
• Kasas is relating stories that are true
• Kisas could be fictional

Reflection:

‣ The wisdom behind Alif  Laam Meem is only known to Allah alone.
‣ Allah called the Quran “the Book” though it was not an actual book.
‣ The Quran is clear guidance from Allah.
‣ Allah addressed the Arabs and said to them “you may understand”.
‣ Allah favored the Arabic language over other languages.
‣ Allah only tells the best of  stories.
‣ Quran is for those who reflect.
‣ The prophet of  Allah did not know much of  this before Allah blessed him with the 

revelation.
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THE PLOT: YUSUF AND HIS BROTHERS

Verse 4:

      
[Of  these stories mention] when Joseph said to his father, "O my father, indeed I have seen [in 
a dream] eleven stars and the sun and the moon; I saw them prostrating to me."
	 	 	 	 	      
‣ Said something interesting from the beginning, something that grabs the attention
‣ The prophet one time told the sahaba "Help your brother whether he's the oppressor or 

the oppressed." This was the motto during jahiliya
• Sahaba meant "What if  he's the oppressor though?" Prophet replied "Help stop him 

from oppressing!"
‣ Prophet said "dreams are 1/46th of  the prophecy"

• What 1/46?  If  you look at the life of  the prophet, he spent 13 years in mecca after 
revelation, and 10 years in madinah.  Total 23.

- Aysha said the prophet used to see truthful dreams, and this would occur for 6 
months...double 23=46

‣ Three types of  dreams:
• Those of  our subconscious thoughts

- This has no meaning
- What are the signs of  this type of  dream?

- You wake up and after 1 second, you can't remember anything at all except a 
few details

- Really in depth and long dreams, but can't remember much
• Nightmares (ahlam)

- They are from the shaytan
- Don't tell anyone. Seek refuge in Allah from the evils of  it
- The shaytan is trying to scare you
- Don't act upon it
- Sometimes, we see dreams about the hereafter, punishment of  the grave, coming 

out of  grave
- Ask Allah to save you from hellfire
- These increase your iman, and they scare you to do something good
- These dreams are from Allah

• Dreams from Allah
- These are blessings
- Does a dream really give you information about the future?

- Does this nullify aqeedah because only Allah knows the future?
- We can't really know for sure
- We don't really know for sure the future
- These are glad tidings
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Verse 5:

         
He said, "O my son, do not relate your vision to your brothers or they will contrive against you 
a plan. Indeed Satan, to man, is a manifest enemy.
	 	 	 	 	        
‣ When a person has a good dream, he should keep it to himself  and only tell it to those 

who love him/her

Verse 6:

            
And thus will your Lord choose you and teach you the interpretation of  narratives and 
complete His favor upon you and upon the family of  Jacob, as He completed it upon your 
fathers before, Abraham and Isaac. Indeed, your Lord is Knowing and Wise."

‣ The sign that Allah wants goodness for you is when He gives you beneficial knowledge.
‣ Interpretation of  dreams is a blessing from Allah alone
‣ Hadith "The most truthful of  you in dreams are the most truthful in you in speech."

• If  you want your dreams to be truthful, don't lie
• Five highest prophets in status

• Mohamed
• Musa
• Ishaq
• Nooh
• Ibrahim

Reflection:

‣ It proves that Muhammad (r) is truly the messenger of  Allah.
‣ It shows the strong relationship between the father and the son, which is needed otherwise 

our children may seek that closeness elsewhere.
‣ Children should be called by the most beloved names to them.
‣ Children’s dreams may take place in their lives and it should not be taken lightly.
‣ Grandparents are called “Aabaa”.
‣ The Father must build trust between him and his child.
‣ Fathers must take care of  their children especially those who show interest in learning the 

deen.
‣ Good (true) dreams are from Allah.
‣ Gentleness is the secret recipe in raising children (O’ my son).
‣ It is permissible to conceal a bounty for a purpose.
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‣ Shaitan (Satan) gets between brothers as he gets between any other people.
‣ Father must treat all children equally and if  one of  them is in need, the father must take 

care of  it without causing ill feelings in the hearts of  other children.
‣ Allah chooses from His slaves as He wishes.
‣ Allah had favored Yaqub, Ishaaq, and Ibrahim over other people.
‣ Righteous parents will most likely produce righteous children.
‣ When you are blessed with something you should referred it back to Allah.
‣ True dreams are part of  the prophet-hood.
‣ Dreams are first stage of  the revelation to the prophets.
‣ The more truthful the person is, the truer his/her dreams will be.
‣ Dreams can be from three different sources:

• From Allah
• From the devil
• From one’s own nafs
‣ The most rueful dream is the dream that takes place just before Fajr.
‣ If  you see a bad dream do the following:

• Ask Allah to protect you from what you just saw
• Say “Authu billah mina shaitani rajeem” three times
• Change sides
• Pray
• Don’t talk about it and don’t tell anyone
• Avoid interpreting the dream
‣ In case of  a good dream do the following:

• Be grateful to Allah
• Look forward to seeing it in your life
• Tell those whom you love
• Tell someone who knows about dreams
• Interpret the dream in the most positive way possible

Verses 7-8:

               
Certainly were there in Joseph and his brothers signs for those who ask,

      
When they said, "Joseph and his brother are more beloved to our father than we, while we are a 
clan. Indeed, our father is in clear error.

‣ We don't know information about Yusuf's brothers from Quran and hadith about who he 
was
‣ It was from the people of  the book
‣ When looking at people of  the book, we have three categories:

• We look to see if  Quran and sunnah clarifies it (in agreement with what we have)
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• That which is contradictory to what we have
- That's false because that which is more clear

• That which is not contradictory but we don't have any information that confirms it
- We leave it suspend it; we don't say it's true nor do we declare it to be false

‣ Yusuf  and his brother were from the same mother, and the other brothers were from a 
different mother
‣ How is Yusuf ?

• Gholam- something who hasn't reached puberty but also not really young (between 
7-9 years of  age)

‣ Can you love a child more than the other?
• You can't control love, but you must be just
• If  you're just to your children, they're more likely to be obedient to you

Verse 9:

       
Kill Joseph or cast him out to [another] land; the countenance of  your father will [then] be 
only for you, and you will be after that a righteous people."

‣ They didn't want to get rid of  Yusuf, they wanted to earn their father's love
‣ The ends don't justify the means
‣ You must please Allah to also get to a good means of  getting there
‣ You can't please Allah by doing something that's displeasing to him
‣ What should have the brothers of  Yusuf  done?

• The goal was honorable, they just have to fix the means
• They should have come closer to Allah
• If  you want to come closer to Allah, take care of  your obligations, your acts of  

worship

Verse 10:

        
Said a speaker among them, "Do not kill Joseph but throw him into the bottom of  the well; 
some travelers will pick him up - if  you would do [something]."

‣ The eldest brother said this, but Allah didn't mention him explicitly because of  the 
adthab
‣ Allah didn't mention him because it wasn't something that was good
‣ Towards the end of  the surah, "The eldest of  them said 'Didn't we promise our father 

already?'"
• Allah mentions who it was because it was a good thing that was mentioned
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‣ That's why when Prophet Muhamed admonished people in open, he didn't mention 
names
‣ When you don't want to put people on the spot
‣ Sayara is a means of  transportation that goes very often (caravan)

Reflection:

‣ Allah entertains the questions of  the kufaar.
‣ Yusuf ’s (u) brothers felt neglected and they held Yusuf  (u) responsible.
‣ Parents must learn how to read their children’s behavior.
‣ Children from the same mother feel the sense of  belonging when they are together.
‣ Enviousness will lead to evil acts.
‣ The danger of  jealousy will lead to the extreme (such as killing).
‣ Pre-meditating sin nullifies the repentance.
‣ Evil has different shades.
‣ Evil can blind the people.
‣ Evil people help one another.
‣ Cutting off  ties is a great sin.

• Prophet said "When you're crossing the seerat, there are two things come on the right 
and left: amana and relations (with relatives)."

‣ Evil may win over you due to your ties.
‣ They claimed that they were looking for his best interest.
‣ They dismissed the doubt of  their father by saying will bring him back save and sound.
‣ Yusuf ’s (u) shirt is mentioned three times is the Quran.

Verses 11-12:

             
They said, "O our father, why do you not entrust us with Joseph while indeed, we are to him 
sincere counselors?

            
Send him with us tomorrow that he may eat well and play. And indeed, we will be his 
guardians.

‣ Yacoob's love for Yusuf  was so great that he never allowed him to go anywhere far

Verses 13-14:

           
[Jacob] said, "Indeed, it saddens me that you should take him, and I fear that a wolf  would eat 
him while you are of  him unaware."
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They said, " If  a wolf  should eat him while we are a [strong] clan, indeed, we would then be 
losers."

‣ Yacoob is afraid of  Yusuf's safety
‣ Brothers use this well
‣ Using all the excuses and reason to try and get prophet Yacoob to agree

Verse 15:

                 
So when they took him [out] and agreed to put him into the bottom of  the well... But We 
inspired to him, "You will surely inform them [someday] about this affair of  theirs while they 
do not perceive [your identity]."

‣ Ajma’o (أجمعوا) means consensus
‣ Cave: kahf  the cave rasool hid in ghar
‣ Kahf: cave large enough to be compartments like a cavern
‣ After Yusuf  was thrown in the cave, Allah revealed to him (أوحينآ)

• Does that make him a prophet at this moment?
- Some scholars said yes
- Stronger opinion: just because Allah uses “awha” doesn't mean the person is a 

prophet
- He uses the same thing for Om Musa, and the ants
- Not necessarily means that he's a prophet right now

• Allah said you will inform them one day of  this affair to you.
• How is that comforting?

- He's not going to die
- He's not going to be separated from them forever
- He's going to see them and be at a higher status where he can tell them of  what 

they did to him
- He's telling Yusuf  that he's going to rise from the bottom of  the well to be 

someone great

Verse 16:

       
And they came to their father at night, weeping.
‣ Isha is when it's a time when no one can see anything
‣ They know their father
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‣ Just became a person is crying doesn't mean they're telling the truth
‣ If  a person is really crying, why are they crying?

• When they feel that everything is out of  their control

Verse 17:

     

They said, "O our father, indeed we went racing each other and left Joseph with our 
possessions, and a wolf  ate him. But you would not believe us, even if  we were truthful."

‣ Sometimes when someone is guilty of  something, they defend themselves before they're 
even accused
‣ The children were able to go out and play (there's a time for seriousness and a time for 

play)
‣ Nastabeq: racing is permissible

• How about competition?
- Prophet said "there is no competition or reward for competition except for in 

camel races, horse races, and archery."
- The types of  races that strengthen the person and prepare person for jihad

- How about Quran memorization competition, etc.?
- Some scholars say even that's not permissible

- Putting people against each other
- Don't want people to read and mess up against each other
- Not good to want your brother or sister to mess up when it's for the 

deen
- Others have said it's permissible because it has to do with jihad and seeking of  

knowledge
- Competition meaning reward for it

- Can do it for no reward
- If  you're paying for it, it's a form of  gambling

Verse 18:

            
And they brought upon his shirt false blood. [Jacob] said, "Rather, your souls have enticed you 
to something, so patience is most fitting. And Allah is the one sought for help against that which 
you describe."

‣ They brought a shirt with blood, Yacoob said "My what a kind wolf. It took off  the shirt 
before devouring Yusuf, and then put it back on."
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• No tear on the shirts
‣ It shows that the brothers are not professional liars

• They could've earned the trust of  their father first (went with Yusuf  a couple of  times 
and brought him back)

• They said "the wolf  ate him."
- This was said to them by Prophet Yacoob first

‣ The shirt was the beginning of  the sorrow of  Prophet Yacoob
• It comes back in the story three times (not the same shirt)

- When Yusuf  was seduced
- At the end

‣ He says "it's something that you guys made it up (made up this tale), as for me, I will have 
beautiful patience and Allah is the one sought for help against that which you describe."

• What is beautiful patience?
- Patient from the very beginning and using it to strengthen himself
- A woman was weeping at the grave of  husband/son, prophet came and said, "Be 

patient." She said "You don't know what I've been through." Sahaba told her it 
was prophet.  She caught up with prophet and said "Oh prophet, I didn't know it 
was you." Prophet said, "Indeed patience is when a calamity first strikes."

- Beautiful patience
- Don't look for sympathy from anyone else
- Don't complain to anyone except Allah
- Prophet Yacoob used this to strengthen himself

- He lost Ben Yamin later, then the eldest son
- Test to strengthen himself

Reflection:

‣ They presented their cause in a positive light.
‣ They confronted the mistrust of  their father.
‣ They showed that they were also concerned about the wellbeing of  Yusuf  (u).
‣ Ya’qub (u) admitted that he doesn’t trust them and he loves Yusuf  (u) greatly and it would 

grieve him if  anything were to happen to Yusuf  (u).
‣ In the cause of  suspicions, it is not advisable to give negative suggestions as Yaqub (u) did 

with his children.
‣ The negative comments in the presence of  the children may do more damage than we can 

imagine.
‣ They cleverly stated their number and they successfully assured to their father that Yusuf ’s 

(u) wellbeing will not be over looked for second.
‣ The help of  Allah was with Yusuf  (u) from the beginning of  the trial.
‣ They conveniently came back after the sun set to hide their tears and facial expression.
‣ They made their father feel guilty again for not trusting them.
‣ Deception was merely a smoke screen and Yaqub (u) was able to see through their 

deception.
‣ Using logic in the presence of  doubtful evidence is permissible.
‣ Racing is permissible with conditions.
‣ If  you doubt someone you should inform him/her.
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‣ There is a difference between the Sabrun Jamil and the Sabr.
• Talking to people about problems doesn't nullify patience; it nullifies beautiful patience
• Crying does NOT nullify beautiful patience

- Crying is because you feel like you have no one else
- You're supplicating to Allah, and you're showing your humility to Allah that you're 

crying
- There will be seven people who will be shaded on the day of  judgement, one is 

those who cry by themselves in fear of  Allah
- Cry in repentance, and cry in asking Allah subhanaho wa ta'ala

Verse 19:

            
And there came a company of  travelers; then they sent their water drawer, and he let down his 
bucket. He said, "Good news! Here is a boy." And they concealed him, [taking him] as 
merchandise; and Allah was knowing of  what they did.

‣ A caravan comes and they send waridahom (واردهم- a person who goes and gets the water)
‣ He lets down his bucket, so this well is the middle of  the dessert, and that person has to be 

very strong
‣ Waridahom was happy because he found a boy that he can bring to Egypt and sell as 

slave (and if  someone is really young, price of  slave is even more)
• That age can be manipulated a slave in a certain way
• That's not permissible in Islam (capturing someone and making them a slave)
• Only way for slavery in Islam is when there's a war and you're victorious, and there 

are a lot of  women and children
- It's a responsibility of  the fighters to take care of  those people, and you have to 

provide for them, etc.
- Whatever food you have, you can't give slaves leftovers, or leftover clothing

- Whatever you wear and eat, the slaves get as well
- If  person accepts Islam, you can free that person

- Every time you free a slave, from every part you free, you will be free from 
hellfire

‣ Waridahom doesn't want person of  caravan to see Yusuf, so they him amongst the 
merchandise
‣ The stronger opinion is that Yusuf's brothers didn’t come back

• Some scholars say they came back, waited for a caravan, and then sold him (people of 
the book)

     
And they sold him for a reduced price - a few dirhams - and they were, concerning him, of  
those content with little.
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‣ Sharwhoo (شروه) means to sell and to buy
‣ They sold him for a measly price

• When you're trying to get rid of  him really quickly, the first price you get, you just take 
it

• They didn't know the value of  prophet Yusuf
• All these things that happened to prophet Yusuf  were a mercy from Allah
• To capture someone and sell them as a slave is a major sin!

Reflection:

‣ The caravan was a mercy from Allah.
‣ The permissibility of  announcing the good news.
‣ Thieves always want to get rid of  the stolen goods.
‣ They insignificantly sold him for the lowest price.
‣ They treated the prophet of  Allah as a commodity not as a dignified human.
‣ Shiraa (to buy) has two meanings in Arabic:

• To buy
• To sell
‣ The ruling of  selling a free person as a slave.

THE CONFLICT: YUSUF, AL-AZEEZ AND HIS WIFE

Verse 21:

             
And the one from Egypt who bought him said to his wife, "Make his residence comfortable. 
Perhaps he will benefit us, or we will adopt him as a son." And thus, We established Joseph in 
the land that We might teach him the interpretation of  events. And Allah is predominant over 
His affair, but most of  the people do not know.

‣ The person who bought him was a minister in Egypt
• Mercy from Allah that it was someone of  nobility
• Prophet Yusuf  became a slave in the palace

- Allah put him there to establish his position and status
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Verse 22:

         
And when Joseph reached maturity, We gave him judgment and knowledge. And thus We 
reward the doers of  good.

‣ When he reached the age of  maturity, Allah says "we gave him wisdom and knowledge."
‣ How do we have wisdom and knowledge?

• You have to be a mohsin
- What is a mohsin?

- Someone who does good
- Two aspects of  ihsan

- Ihsan between you and Allah
- Ihsan between you and the creation of  Allah

‣ Yusuf  was given half  of  beauty

Verse 23:

And she, in whose house he was, sought to seduce him. She closed the doors and said, "Come, 
you." He said, "[I seek] the refuge of  Allah . Indeed, he is my master, who has made good my 
residence. Indeed, wrongdoers will not succeed."

Verse 24:

And she certainly determined [to seduce] him, and he would have inclined to her had he not 
seen the proof  of  his Lord. And thus [it was] that We should avert from him evil and 
immorality. Indeed, he was of  Our chosen servants.

‣ Some scholars say how could Yusuf  have those desires?
• And he WOULD have also, not that he actually did

‣ What is the evidence of  his Lord at he saw?
• Differences of  opinions
• Stronger opinion: he realized the great blessing that was bestowed upon him, and that 

Allah made him a prophet, and that Allah blessed him with knowledge of  
interpretation of  dreams

‣ He didn't desire because he was strong
‣ Knowledge helps a person stay away from sin
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• "Indeed only those amongst his servants who fear Allah are those who have 
knowledge."

‣ This means that he didn't go after her because of  the realization of  the great blessing of  
Allah
‣ When Allah bestows a blessing upon any one of  us, we should use those blessings in ways 

to please Allah

Verses 25-29:

                   
And they both raced to the door, and she tore his shirt from the back, and they found her 
husband at the door. She said, "What is the recompense of  one who intended evil for your wife 
but that he be imprisoned or a painful punishment?"

[Joseph] said, "It was she who sought to seduce me." And a witness from her family testified. "If 
his shirt is torn from the front, then she has told the truth, and he is of  the liars.

But if  his shirt is torn from the back, then she has lied, and he is of  the truthful."

So when her husband saw his shirt torn from the back, he said, "Indeed, it is of  the women's 
plan. Indeed, your plan is great.

Joseph, ignore this. And, [my wife], ask forgiveness for your sin. Indeed, you were of  the sinful."

‣ Who is the witness?
• Some say "Baby spoke."
• Stronger narration: "Somebody knew something about it, and they're not saying this 

person is guilty or not"

Reflection:

‣ Aziz was gentle and generous.
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‣ He was a bright future for Yusuf  (u).
‣ Aziz was a’qeem (barren).
‣ Allah had honored Yusuf  (u) by allowing him to be raised in the house of  the Aziz.
‣ If  the youth were raised in the obedient of  their Lord; Allah will bless them with Ilm, 

Hikmah and Hukum.
‣ The dangerous of  khalwah (being alone with a strange woman).
‣ Aziz's wife used the following ways and facts to her advantage to seduce Yusuf  (u):
‣ She seduced him
‣ He was in her house which eliminates all doubts
‣ Aziz's wife used the following ways and facts to her advantage to seduce Yusuf  (u) :

• She closed all doors
•  She encouraged him by saying “I am all yours”
•  He was young and his sexual strength was at its peek
‣ Aziz's wife used the following ways and facts to her advantage to seduce Yusuf  (u) :

•  She was extremely beautiful which would be an encouragement to a young man to 
commit adultery

•  She was a woman of  power who would have the support of  her people whileYusuf  (u) 
was nothing but a slave

‣ Yusuf  (u) had Ihsaan.
‣ Allah mentions Ihsaan in five places: Ayah 22, 36, 56, 78, and 90.
‣ Types of  Ihsaan:

•  For yourself  by obeying Allah
•  Ihsaan for the others
‣ Allah protects true believers at the time of  weakness.
‣ If  it was not for mercy of  Allah none of  us would be saved from sins.
‣ The strongest of  the testimony is the testimony of  a relative.
‣ The power of  women.

• The weakness of  men
‣ The importance of  protecting ones honor.
‣ Callers to Allah must avoid all sources of  indecency.
‣ Simplicity of  the evidence.
‣ The weakness of  al-Aziz in dealing with the situation.

• He just let go, and didn't take further steps
‣ The rulings of  Ad-Dayyuth.

• It's someone who doesn't take responsibility of  his women (wife or daughter or mother or 
sister)

• It's a person that doesn't care when the women of  his family don't take care of  themselves 
or protect themselves

• The prophet said "The person who is ad-dayyuth does not enter jennah."
‣ Reward is given to the believers according to their intention.
‣ The fitnah of  the wife of  Aziz was greater than the fitnah of  his brothers.
‣ When speaking of  evil, you should make your statements concise and to the point as Yusuf  

did, and avoid the details.
‣ It is permissible to defend yourself  although it may expose the faults of  the other party.
‣ The plans of  Shaitan are very attractive; ∴ a Muslim shouldn’t be fooled by them.
‣ Yusuf  (u) refused to commit the sin for three reasons :
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•  Because it the right of  Allah(Mu’aath Allah)
•  Right of  the khalq (Inho rabbi)
•  Haq annafs (Inho la ufliho Athlimoon)

Verse 30:

And women in the city said, "The wife of  al-'Azeez is seeking to seduce her slave boy; he has 
impassioned her with love. Indeed, we see her [to be] in clear error."

‣ The news got out
‣ Maybe this was not the first time
‣ There are many things before this than led to it
‣ They say "torawido" (ترو د)- present tense

• She's still trying to seduce him
• This is intended to harm the wife of  the Aziz

- They're mentioning her status
- The position is being mentioned and not just her name

• She's trying to seduce her slave?
• Their use of  these harmful words is for an objective

- She's passionately in love
- It's intended for her to hear

‣ When a person does a wrong, they try to justify their wrong
‣ The women of  the city had a plan, but they didn't say it explicitly

• When Prophet (SAW) was sick and couldn't lead people in prayer, he told Aysha 
"Order your father to lead the people in prayer." She said "Oh, he is very soft. 
Whenever he reads the Quran, he cries and people won't understand him. Order 
someone else to lead people in prayer." Prophet said "Order your father to lead the 
people in prayer." Prophet (SAW) "You're like the women in the times of  prophet 
Yusuf."

- She said that, but deep down, she said those words because she didn't want her 
father to be the khalifah

- She didn't want him to take the burden of  responsibility
- She was very compassionate towards him
- She wanted to say "Don't order my father because I don't want him to go through 

too much hardship."
- Prophet understood

• What do they want?
- They want to see who this man is
- Who is this slave that the minister's wife would fall for him?
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Verse 31:

So when she heard of  their scheming, she sent for them and prepared for them a banquet and 
gave each one of  them a knife and said [to Joseph], "Come out before them." And when they 
saw him, they greatly admired him and cut their hands and said, "Perfect is Allah ! This is not a 
man; this is none but a noble angel."

‣ And when she heard about their plots, she understood them.
‣ "I know what you want. I'll show you."
‣ She chose fruits that need to be cut for dessert
‣ She ordered prophet Yusuf  to come out

• When he comes out, they're cutting their hands and didn't realize it
• They cut it until their hands were bleeding

‣ The wife of  the Aziz is watching this whole incident in front of  her, and she's smiling

Verse 32:

She said, "That is the one about whom you blamed me. And I certainly sought to seduce him, 
but he firmly refused; and if  he will not do what I order him, he will surely be imprisoned and 
will be of  those debased."

‣ She doesn't show remorse for her actions
• She has the audacity and no shame

‣ Now the wife of  Al-Aziz is trying to force him
‣ Now he's facing the fitnah of  all these women not just her
‣ She says that if  he doesn't obey her now, he will be punished

• If  he refuses to obey her order, he will be imprisoned or be of  those who are disgraced

Verse 33:

He said, "My Lord, prison is more to my liking than that to which they invite me. And if  You 
do not avert from me their plan, I might incline toward them and [thus] be of  the ignorant."

‣ Prophet Yusuf's answer in face of  this great test
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‣ He chooses the prison or would prefer to be in this prison in this world than to be in 
prison surrounded by hellfire in the hereafter
‣ It’s more beloved to him to be in prison in this world than to be in prison in the hereafter

• What they’re calling him to is jahanem
• The temptations that call to to the disobedience of  Allah are calling to the prison of  

the hereafter
• Surely, if  you didn’t turn me away from their plots
• He doesn’t say kaydaha (only wife of  Aziz) but uses kaydahona (all the women)

• If  you don’t divert me from their plot, I’m amongst the ignorant

Verse 34:

So his Lord responded to him and averted from him their plan. Indeed, He is the Hearing, the 
Knowing.

‣ So Allah answered his call
‣ Shaytan is of  two types

• Jinn
• Mankind

- All those who call to disobedience of  Allah are shayateen al ins
‣ Allah is the only one who can help you against the temptations of  shayateen al jinn and 

shayateen al mankind
‣ If  you want Allah to help you out in times of  difficulties, you have to be in obedience of  

him during times of  ease
• The faster you are in responding to His call, the faster he is in responding to your call
• You will only be able to cross the serat with the deeds

- The speed by which you cross it is dependent on the speed by which you respond 
to Allah

- You will also have light (it differs between people)
- Al amana and relations will be on your side for the serat

- So, they can help you stay on the serat if  you’re wavering
- Some will cross the serat like lightening, some like on a horse, and then some 

crawling, and some will be like a stoplight (have to stop as their light flickers on 
and off)

- Those who prepare for prayer before time cross very quickly
- Some people are in the disobedience to Allah, but they can’t stop it

- Faster you are in that response=faster to cross the serat
- Allah turned away their plots from him

Verse 35:

Then it appeared to them after they had seen the signs that al-'Azeez should surely imprison 
him for a time.
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‣ So they decided to imprison him
‣ She has the authority because of  her status, so she will be obeyed even though she stated 

that he was innocent
‣ He’s being treated unjustly

Reflection:

‣ The magnitude of  gossiping
‣ Yusuf  (u) was known for being a slave.
‣ Rumor spreads faster than a wild fire.
‣ The wife of  Al-Aziz was known for being a rich, famous, and a powerful woman.
‣ The wife of  Al-Aziz was determined to get what she wanted.
‣ Half  of  the world’s beauty was given to Yusuf.
‣ Angles are beautiful.
‣ You are what your friends are.
‣ She dressed him the best that she could to intensify his handsomeness.
‣ She justified her actions and demanded her request be entertained.
‣ These women are the women whom the prophet called them sawahib Yusuf.
‣ If  a believer is given a choice to choose between sabr at the time of  hardship and 

committing a sin he/she should choose sabr (patience).
‣ 3 types of  patience

1. Patience in obedience of  Allah (doing good deeds)
• Prophet said “The best of  deeds are that which is most consistent, even if  it’s a 

small amount.”
- Abu Hurayra said “From my khalil (prophet), I never left these three deeds: 1. 

praying 3 rakas of  witr, 2. fasting 3 days a month, and 3. praying 2 rakas 
before fajr.”

- Make goals to make a minimum of  good deeds to be consistent
- It’s the most beloved to Allah (consistency)

2. Patience in staying away from what is prohibited
3. Patience when calamity strikes

‣ Allah responds to the call of  the distressed.
‣ Yusuf  (u) was harmed for greater benefit.
‣ Yusuf  (u) asked Allah to help him.
‣ Ibn Alqayyim said in his book Ighathit al-lahfaan, she did in spite of  the following reasons:

1. She was the wife of  the Aziz and no one would dear to say anything about her, and 
when the women talked they did not mention her by name

2. Her Husband was power full man in Egypt
3. Yusuf  was just a slave who had no place in the society
4. She initiated it

‣ Ibn Alqayyim said in his book Ighathit al-lahfaan, she did in spite of  the following reasons:
5. Love blinded her
6. He was far righteous than her
7. They desired the act to continue in the future
8. The act was considered sinful yet they were willing to do it
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9. She dressed him well for the rise of  the occasion
10. She asked him to show himself  to them unexpectedly without any notice

‣ Ibn Tayyaimiya said the wisdom behind Yusuf  choosing prison over what they were asking 
to do is two:
• He choose prison over zina
• He asked Allah to strength his heart
‣ When we leave something for Allah, Allah will reward us better in this world and in the 

hereafter.
‣ We should choose the creator over the creation.
‣ We should choose everlasting joy over temporary enjoyment.
‣ We should flee to Allah at times of  weakness.

THE TRANSFORMATION: YUSUF AND THE KING

Verse 36:

And there entered the prison with him two young men. One of  them said, "Indeed, I have seen 
myself  [in a dream] pressing wine." The other said, "Indeed, I have seen myself  carrying upon 
my head [some] bread, from which the birds were eating. Inform us of  its interpretation; 
indeed, we see you to be of  those who do good."

‣ Two young men entered prison with him, one said “Verily I saw myself  in a dream 
making wine.”
‣ The other said “I saw myself  carrying bread on my head, with birds eating it
‣ They were working for the king, and they were accused of  assassinating the king so they 

were imprisoned
‣ They told prophet Yusuf  “Surely we saw that you are of  those who do good.”

• Even in prison, Yusuf  stood out as a good person
• Because of  that, people approached him for help
• They could see his intelligence, wisdom, and kindness
• When they come to him, he takes advantage of  the situation to call them to La illah 

ila Allah

Verse 37:
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He said, "You will not receive food that is provided to you except that I will inform you of  its 
interpretation before it comes to you. That is from what my Lord has taught me. Indeed, I have 
left the religion of  a people who do not believe in Allah , and they, in the Hereafter, are 
disbelievers.

‣ He said I will tell you the meanings of  the dreams that you’re asking me about, but before 
the food comes (as set times of  food in prison), but that that all of  this, the reason why you 
have come to me to interpret dreams is because it’s something my lord has taught me
‣ The reason why I’m so nice, I’m kind, etc... I’m only doing this because I am a Muslim, 

and this what Muslims do, now do you want to know what Islam is?
‣ He said I left the people who didn’t believe in Allah (the people of  Egypt) and they don’t 

believe in the hereafter
• There are two aspects of  shahadah

- Negation
- Affirmation

‣ The oneness of  Allah is very simple, and it’s part of  fitrah
• So they might come to you and ask about very controversial issues
• If  you spend the time trying to defend those controversial issues, you might be able to 

clarify to them the Islamic viewpoint on this issue, but you didn’t fulfill the purpose of  
saying “La ilaha ila Allah.”

• You say “I believe that Allah revealed the Quran to Prophet Muhamed, and this is the 
true word, and he has ordered me to do so.  Now do you you know why I believe 
Islam is the true religion?”

• After you take care of  La ilaha ila Allah, then you can go to other issues
• The principles and standards, what’s considered right and wrong is always changing
• If  there was more the one God, there would be total chaos
• It’s natural disposition when in need, you go back to Allah subhano wa ta’ala
• But you should be like Prophet Yusuf, you should be so kind that people came to him 

for help, then he had the opportunity to call them to Islam
‣ He’s mentioning two of  the pillars of  faith

• The shahada
• The belief  in the hereafter

Verse 38:

And I have followed the religion of  my fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. And it was not for 
us to associate anything with Allah . That is from the favor of  Allah upon us and upon the 
people, but most of  the people are not grateful.

‣ Affirmed another belief: belief  in prophets and messengers
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‣ And he said “It’s not appropriate for us to associate with Allah or to worship anything else 
but God.”
‣ Most people do believe in God, but they don’t have full ollohiya

• Their desires for example
‣ Islam is surrendering to the will of  Allah
‣ Allah created us to worship him
‣ Worship is an all encompassing word that means to do all that is pleasing to Allah 

whether it’s an action of  heart, limbs, mouth, etc.
• Anything that’s pleasing to Allah is considered worship
• “I have not created the jinn and mankind except for worship.”

‣ When you speak to people, speak with examples that they understand. Otherwise, it can 
cause a fitnah or a miscommunication

Verse 39:

O [my] two companions of  prison, are separate lords better or Allah , the One, the Prevailing?

‣ Yusuf  talks to them kindly
‣ Are many masters better or just one lord that is the one and one, the irresistible?

• These were servants, and they have masters
• So he’s speaking to them in a language they understand
• They used to believe in Allah, but they didn’t worship Allah alone

- The people of  Egypt are being referred to here
• Prophet differentiated between a good companionship and a bad companionship

- Example: someone who works with perfume, you would get the good smell
- Example: someone who works with a blacksmith, you would get the bad smell or a 

hole in your shirt
- You use examples that are relatable now: you can use the example of  garbage 

man

Verse 40:

You worship not besides Him except [mere] names you have named them, you and your 
fathers, for which Allah has sent down no authority. Legislation is not but for Allah . He has 
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commanded that you worship not except Him. That is the correct religion, but most of  the 
people do not know.

‣ All that you worship besides Allah are nothing but names that you made up, and you have 
no proof, no authority for

• He’s telling them that it can be tracked back who started the worship of  these 
different Gods

‣ Because when we worship Allah, we worship Allah the way He wants us to worship him 
not the way we want to worship Him
‣ If  you’re paid a salary to do a job, you do the job the way the employer wants you do it
‣ Allah is rewarding us, so we have to do it the way He wants us to worship
‣ We need to have proof  from the Quran and sunnah of  how to worship
‣ When it comes to worldly things (dunya matters), everything is halal unless proven 

otherwise.  When it comes to worship matters, everything is haram unless proven 
otherwise.
‣ When Allah created us, he sent us a manual from Him for us to live (Quran and sunnah 

of  prophet)
• It can’t be changed
• You can’t use a manual from someone who didn’t create you
• If  you get a Samsung phone, and get a Sony Erickson manual, you can’t use that 

manual because they didn’t manufacture the Samsung phone, and no one knows 
better about the Samsung phone than that which manufacture it

• So Allah is our creator, and he knows what’s best for us, and he ordered for us to 
worship no one but Him

• Isn’t it much easier to believe in Allah than to say all these crazy and improbable 
events happened to make our life

Verse 41:

O two companions of  prison, as for one of  you, he will give drink to his master of  wine; but as 
for the other, he will be crucified, and the birds will eat from his head. The matter has been 
decreed about which you both inquire."

‣ After he relays the message of  oneness of  Allah, he talks about the dream
‣ He said “One of  you”

• He didn’t mention names because one didn’t have a good interpretation, so he doesn’t 
want to put anyone on his spot

‣ He said one of  you will return back and serve his king, and the other will be crucified, 
and the birds will eat from his head

• The person said “Just kidding, I didn’t see that dream.”
• Yusuf  said to never lie about dreams, and it’s already been decreed upon them
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Verse 42:

And he said to the one whom he knew would go free, "Mention me before your master." But 
Satan made him forget the mention [to] his master, and Joseph remained in prison several 
years.

‣ Zan (ظن): meanings certainty and doubt
• It means certainty in this case

‣ Prophet Yusuf  said “Mention me to your king since you work for the King”
• People knew he was unjustly oppressed

‣ The shaytan made the man forget the mentioning of  the situation to his King
• There are two interpretations of  who forget what:

- One is that Yusuf  tried to seek help from other than Allah, and therefore he was 
punished and staying in prison

- The other STRONGER opinion is that the shaytan made the servant forgetful
- This is stronger because there’s nothing wrong with asking for help from 

someone who is able to help you if  you know that everything is in the hands of 
Allah first and foremost

‣ Bid3 seneen (بضع سنني): three to ten years
• Narrations from sahaba say he continued to stay in prison for 7 years

Reflection:

‣ Chastising falsely the callers to Allah and imprisoning them is an old tradition of  the
‣ people of  evil.
‣ There is no limitation in calling to Allah.
‣ Prison is not always bad thing.
‣ The righteous people are made to be known to the people by Allah.
‣ The callers to Allah must gain the trust of  the people before he /she calls them to Allah.
‣ Using evidence for the purpose of  stating that you are truthful person is encouraged.
‣ Call to Tawheed when giving da'wah.
‣ The interpretations of  the dreams can only be given by a righteous person.
‣ Use only permissible means to save your life.
‣ Sometimes a non-believer may see true dreams.
‣ Teaching people without expecting anything in return is the way of  the righteous.
‣ Asking help from non-Muslims is permitted with conditions.
‣ Satan makes you forget the important things and keeps you busy with the less important 

ones.
‣ Yusuf  (u) was patient with the trails.
‣ Be grateful to Allah through your actions, your statements, and in your heart.
‣ All of  the prophets of  Allah came with same message.
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‣ The dream of  the first man does not mean that the dream was from Allah to make 
something halaal.
‣ We are the servants of  Allah at time ease and we must recognize that at the time of  

difficulty and we should remain devoted to Allah as we used to be before the test.
‣ Yusuf  (u) requested two things from the two companions of  the prison:

• For them to understand the favors of  Allah on him and those who are the believers
• He requested from them a proof  of  their worship

Verse 43:

And [subsequently] the king said, "Indeed, I have seen [in a dream] seven fat cows being eaten 
by seven [that were] lean, and seven green spikes [of  grain] and others [that were] dry. O 
eminent ones, explain to me my vision, if  you should interpret visions."

‣ King and not pharoah
‣ Hyksus: means foreign invaders

• They were the ones who took over Egypt
• They used their leaders kings and not pharaohs

- Line of  pharaohship was broken
• Drawings and “civilization” stopped after Yusuf  took over
• The mentioning of  a king and not a pharoah is only something Allah would know 

and the prophet (SAW) wouldn’t, so this is evidence that this is the true word of  Allah
‣ Ro2ya: that which is from Allah
‣ Helm: that which is from the shaytan
‣ So the king wanted to know the meaning of  these dreams

Verse 44:

They said, "[It is but] a mixture of  false dreams, and we are not learned in the interpretation of 
dreams."

‣ People said that these are just mumbo jumbo dreams and we don’t know how to interpret 
dreams
‣ Interpretation of  dreams is accepted as true in Islam, and could be interpreted

Verse 45:
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But the one who was freed and remembered after a time said, "I will inform you of  its 
interpretation, so send me forth."

‣ The servant was amongst them since he serves the king
‣ After a while, he remember about Prophet Yusuf  (who interprets dreams), he said “Let 

me tell you the interpretation of  this dream, just send me away for a while.”
• He wanted to take credit for himself.
• He’s asking for a day off  so that he can come back with an interpretation

Verse 46:

[He said], "Joseph, O man of  truth, explain to us about seven fat cows eaten by seven [that 
were] lean, and seven green spikes [of  grain] and others [that were] dry - that I may return to 
the people; perhaps they will know [about you]."

‣ He speaks nicely to Yusuf
‣ Prophet Mohamed (SAW) said “I am amazed by how patient Yusuf  was.”
‣ Yusuf  didn’t say “Go back and tell you king and then I’ll tell you, he just interpreted the 

dream

Verse 47:

[Joseph] said, "You will plant for seven years consecutively; and what you harvest leave in its 
spikes, except a little from which you will eat.

‣ He said, well you need to plant for seven years like you used to do so, but whatever you 
harvest, leave it in the stalk and don’t eat except whatever you need, but make sure you 
store enough

• Why? Because there will be seven years that will come that will be very extreme in 
terms of  the drought

Verse 48:

Then will come after that seven difficult [years] which will consume what you saved for them, 
except a little from which you will store.
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‣ Because there will be seven years after the seven prosperous years will have extreme 
drought, and you’ll be using all of  which you stored up correctly
‣ Yusuf  then spoke about an eighth year that wasn’t mentioned in the dream

• Shows wisdom and intelligence of  Yusuf

Verse 49:

Then will come after that a year in which the people will be given rain and in which they will 
press [olives and grapes]."

‣ And then there will come a year after the 14th year in which people will have an 
abundant amount of  rain, and they will be able to press wine

• Where did Yusuf  get that from?
- Reflection
- In order for a drought to totally end, there has to be a year that allows very 

prosperous amounts of  water that would take care of  all the past years
• He wanted to benefit society even though they were non-Muslim and thus he gave 

more than just the interpretation of  the dream
- He says “this is the only way they will be saved from this calamity.”
- Benefitting society if  it’s not haram is what you should be doing

Verse 50:

And the king said, "Bring him to me." But when the messenger came to him, [Joseph] said, 
"Return to your master and ask him what is the case of  the women who cut their hands. 
Indeed, my Lord is Knowing of  their plan."

‣ King knew it wasn’t the servant who told it because he would’ve said it from the 
beginning
‣ The king asked for Yusuf  to be brought and offered his freedom, but Yusuf  didn’t agree

• Prophet said again he was amazed at Yusuf ’s patience, and if  it were him, he would’ve 
taken that chance

• Yusuf  wanted to clear up his accusation and take out all doubts so that he can clearly 
call people to Allah

- This way people don’t doubt the deen at all
‣ Prophet Yusuf  sends the messenger back to tell the king to ask the people about the 

women cutting their hands
‣ Yusuf  says “Indeed Allah is all knowing concerning their plots.”
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Verse 51:

Said [the king to the women], "What was your condition when you sought to seduce Joseph?" 
They said, "Perfect is Allah ! We know about him no evil." The wife of  al-'Azeez said, "Now the 
truth has become evident. It was I who sought to seduce him, and indeed, he is of  the truthful.

‣ The king asks the women about the incident
‣ The women say “we don’t know any wrong or evildoing on Yusuf ’s part at all.”

• Yusuf  was innocent
‣ The wife of  the Aziz steps up

• Some scholars says that her husband had already passed away (wa Allaho aalam)
• Yusuf  will be the aziz
• She says “And now the truth has become apparent. I am the one who tried to seduce 

him, and indeed, Yusuf  was amongst those who were truthful.”
- He didn’t do anything, and it was all her doing

Verse 52:

That is so al-'Azeez will know that I did not betray him in [his] absence and that Allah does not 
guide the plan of  betrayers.

‣ Oh Yusuf, why did you do this? Why didn’t you come out right away?
• Yusuf  said that I did this so that my master (the Aziz) I didn’t betray him in his 

absence, and indeed, Allah doesn’t guide the plots of  those who are deceitful
• This statement of  prophet Yusuf
• The stronger opinion is that this statement isn’t of  prophet Yusuf

- This is a continuation of  the wife of  the Aziz
- This is so everyone (all) would know that I did not betray my husband
- Meaning, yes, I did try to seduce him, but nothing happened
- “I didn’t commit adultery”

Verse 53:

And I do not acquit myself. Indeed, the soul is a persistent enjoiner of  evil, except those upon 
which my Lord has mercy. Indeed, my Lord is Forgiving and Merciful."

‣ I’m not trying to say I’m not totally innocent, and then she tries to justify herself
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‣ The nafs is always trying to order use to do bad
‣ There’s another interepretation that he later on married the wife of  the Aziz

• This came when you look at the sources
‣ However, most scholars said it was not appropriate for someone like prophet Yusuf  to 

marry someone like the wife of  the Aziz
• Not true that she did marry him
• No proof  from Quran or sunnah
• Kosas said this

Verse 54:

And the king said, "Bring him to me; I will appoint him exclusively for myself." And when he 
spoke to him, he said, "Indeed, you are today established [in position] and trusted.

‣ The king said “someone of  this character, this type of  person, I want him to be attached 
to me.”
‣ After hearing the whole story, the king is amazed by his character but hasn’t seen him yet
‣ When the king saw him, when he spoke to him his admiration only increases
‣ He fully trusts Yusuf, and says “you’re all that and more.”

Verse 55:

[Joseph] said, "Appoint me over the storehouses of  the land. Indeed, I will be a knowing 
guardian."

‣ Yusuf  said put me in charge of  the storehouses of  the land.
‣ When he came out of  the prison, he’s the most trusted, and he’s the most influential 

person in Egypt at that point
• He’s in charge of  food, the grain, etc.

Verse 56-57:

And thus We established Joseph in the land to settle therein wherever he willed. We touch with 
Our mercy whom We will, and We do not allow to be lost the reward of  those who do good.

And the reward of  the Hereafter is better for those who believed and were fearing Allah.

‣ And this how we give Yusuf  full authority on the land
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‣ At the beginning, he was in prison, but now he’s out of  prison and is free to roam the land 
and walk the earth
‣ He’s walking around Egypt as someone who’s of  high status and very influential
‣ This is what Allah wanted for prophet Yusuf  and what he bestowed upon him
‣ Now that he’s so influential, what should be on his mind?

• His family, especially his father
‣ Allah is reminding us that no matter what we do, Allah is there, and your deeds, Allah will 

multiply and magnify your deeds in terms of  what is in your heart
• Hajar put in a lot of  deeds that people didn’t know about (when it came to her 

husband Ibrahim), but now she’s getting a lot of  ajr now that people go to hajj
‣ Since the time that he was put into the well, he reached puberty in Egypt, was put in 

prison for a decade
• He was separated from his family for about 30 years

Reflection:

‣ Not knowing something is not shameful.
‣ Sometimes you may not able to see the light at end of  the tunnel but Allah brings khair 

from where you can see or understand with a condition of  righteousness.
‣ The dangerous of  being arrogant (the people told the king that what he saw was nothing 

but “Mixed up false dreams”).
‣ It is imperative for the people of  authority to surround themselves with righteous people.
‣ Yusuf  (u) was a siddeeq.
‣ Mufti must give fatwa based on what is good for the questioner.
‣ The general wellbeing of  the society takes precedence over the wellbeing of  the individuals.
‣ Yusuf  (u) did not admonition or rebuke the young man who came to ask the interpretation 

of  the dream.
‣ The importance of  strong economy in any society to succeed.
‣ Interpretation of  the dreams is form of  a fatwa.
‣ The king's dream was a mercy from Allah to Yusuf  (u).
‣ How did Yusuf  know that after 15 years Allah will bring about a fruitful year?
‣ If  a caller to Allah is accused unjustly he/she must not come out without proper 

explanation.
‣ Wife of  Al-Aziz repented after realizing what she has done and what had happen toYusuf  

because of  her.
‣ One must admit mistakes quickly and emphatically like the wife of  Al-Aziz:

1. The benefits that Yusuf  got out of  this dream
2. He was released out of  the prison
3. Because of  it he became very closed to the king
4. He was able to proof  he was innocent
5. He became well known in the country
6. He became the ruler of  Egypt
7.He was able to meet his brothers and eventually his father and the rest of  the family
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THE REUNION: YUSUF AND HIS BROTHERS AGAIN

Verse 58:

And the brothers of  Joseph came [seeking food], and they entered upon him; and he 
recognized them, but he was to them unknown.

‣ The seven years of  prosperity has passed already
‣ Now they’ve saved up enough for Egypt, but also have enough to sell to people outside of  

Egypt
• Because others weren’t prepared for the drought
• The surrounding areas are also suffering from drought that afflicted the area
• So now the brothers come along with those who were afflicted from the drought 

without knowing that Yusuf  is in charge of  Egypt
‣ Yusuf  was very trustworthy

• Doesn’t want rich to take advantage of  the poor
- People to buy a lot of  grain from Egypt, and sell it at an extreme price and the 

poor are suffering
- Yusuf  gave in rations to prevent this

‣ Brothers of  Yusuf  come, and he recognized them, but they don’t recognize him
‣ “Wa hom laho minkeroon”

• It’s as if  they denyed him
• They brushed it aside because they saw the resemblance, but dismissed it
• Before you reach the age of  puberty, there’s a lot of  drastic change

- He left during that age, but they were mostly older, so he recognized them

Verse 59:

And when he had furnished them with their supplies, he said, "Bring me a brother of  yours 
from your father. Do not you see that I give full measure and that I am the best of  
accommodators?

‣ Yusuf  asks who they were, and they tell him that they are the sons of  prophet Yacoob
‣ Yusuf  says “how do I know?  You might be spies.  You have to tell me more about 

themselves?
• Why did he ask?

- He’s in charge so the question makes sense
- He knows they’re not spies, but he has a plan

• He asks how many sons Yacoob had
- 12 sons, but our youngest brother died in the dessert, and our youngest brother 

(Ben Yamin) is with our father
- Prophet Yacoob doesn’t trust them still with him
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‣ He provided for them well, and treated them well
‣ He’s selling these grains, so people bring merchandise
‣ He says the the next time you come, bring me the other brother from your father (Ben 

Yamin)

Verse 60:

But if  you do not bring him to me, no measure will there be [hereafter] for you from me, nor 
will you approach me."

‣ If  you don’t bring him, you won’t have any rations, and don’t even come near me, don’t 
even come close
‣ When Prophet Yusuf  mentions this to his brothers, they have a problem

• They know that their father will not allow Ben Yamin to come with them
• Prophet said “A believer isn’t bitten from the same snake twice.”

Verse 61:

They said, "We will attempt to dissuade his father from [keeping] him, and indeed, we will do 
[it]."

‣ They said we will try to convince our father, and surely we will do it
‣ Prophet Yacoob knows that they are poor, so he knows if  they go back, they won’t be back 

for a long time
• They have nothing to trade with
• They brought everything that they had

Reflection:

‣ It is acceptable to obey a non-Muslim ruler as long as he not asking to do haram.
‣ Yusuf  did not take advantage of  the situation; he answered the servant without 

compensation.
‣ Faraj (relief, ease, and comfort) comes after hardship.
‣ There are three types of  nafs.
‣ It is permissible to ask a possession of  authority if  you are the most suitable person for it.
‣ Allah will allow the righteous to be in charge of  the affairs of  the ummah if  their intentions 

are correct.
‣ Evil always returns home.
‣ Allah gives the righteous the authority of  the affairs of  the ummah.
‣ Allah is merciful to those whom wrong themselves.
‣ At-Tamkeen is for the righteous.
‣ This world is worthless to the All-Mighty.
‣ Allah is very merciful to the righteous servants.
‣ Allah blessed Yusuf  (u) and he was able to recognize his brothers as soon as they walked in
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‣ Yusuf  (u) cleverly asked for his younger brother without his other brothers being suspicious 
of  his plan.
‣ The importance of  honoring the guests regardless of  their past.
‣ It is Sunnah for the host to help load and unload for his/her guest.
‣
‣ Yusuf  (u) put a condition for their return and unless this condition is fulfilled they cannot 

come back to him.
‣ His brothers were aware that their father will not allow Yusuf ’s (u) younger brother totravel 

with them after what they did to Yusuf  (u).
‣ People usually listen to the people of  authority
‣ It is human nature to be submissive to those who are good to us.

Verse 62:

And [Joseph] said to his servants, "Put their merchandise into their saddlebags so they might 
recognize it when they have gone back to their people that perhaps they will [again] return."

‣ Yusuf  tells his servants (people working for him) to return what they brought with them 
(the merchandise), so that when they have a reason to come back

• He did this for them to earn back their father’s trust
- Because when they go back to prophet Yacoob, they’re going to tell that Yusuf  was 

so kind, so they are trustworthy enough that they were given back the merchandise
- That way Ben Yamin can come the next time

• He also did this so that they can come back with something the next time

Verse 63:

So when they returned to their father, they said, "O our father, [further] measure has been 
denied to us, so send with us our brother [that] we will be given measure. And indeed, we will 
be his guardians."

‣ They return to their father and inform him we’re not going to go anymore grains
• They do it right away before unpacking so that they make sure they get something 

next time with Ben Yamin going with them
• So they tell him “send with us our brother with us, and ‘wa ina laho la hafizoon’”

- They said the same words about Yusuf  as well
- These are the same words with Yusuf  and he didn’t return

• This shows the great love of  Ben Yamin as well
- Yacoob doesn’t agree

Qabeelat Madinatayn 36
Beautiful Patience-Tafseer Surat Yusuf 



Verse 64:

He said, "Should I entrust you with him except [under coercion] as I entrusted you with his 
brother before? But Allah is the best guardian, and He is the most merciful of  the merciful."

‣ He says “do you think I’m going to entrust you just like I entrusted you with his brother 
before?  Allah is the best and will take care of  us”

• Even though we’re hungry, and we need the food, I’m not going to fall for this again
- He doesn’t trust them

• And Allah is going to show mercy
• At this point, they’ve also told their father about how Yusuf  took care of  them very 

well

Verse 65:

And when they opened their baggage, they found their merchandise returned to them. They 
said, "O our father, what [more] could we desire? This is our merchandise returned to us. And 
we will obtain supplies for our family and protect our brother and obtain an increase of  a 
camel's load; that is an easy measurement."

‣ So now that they’ve given up hope on taking Ben Yamin with them, they go and unpack
‣ They find that the merchandise was all returned to them
‣ They can use this as evidence to prove to their father that what they said is actually 

truthful
‣ They go and tell Yacoob that the merchandise has been returned to them, and ask him to 

go back and also ask to bring Ben Yamin
‣ They say so that they can have more rations to fill the families and that they will take care 

of  their brother, and so they’ll be able to get another camel’s load (this will be an easy 
ration that they can get)

Verse 66:

[Jacob] said, "Never will I send him with you until you give me a promise by Allah that you will 
bring him [back] to me, unless you should be surrounded by enemies." And when they had 
given their promise, he said, " Allah , over what we say, is Witness."
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‣ Because of  the kindness of  the minister of  Egypt, Yacoob now believes them
‣ He trusts them more, but he wants them to swear a solemn oath that they will come back 

with Ben Yamin
• They are people of  religion, so this is something that is very great and the words are 

very strong
‣ Yacoob says “I will not send him with you unless you give me a solemn promise from 

Allah that you will bring him back unless you guys yourselves are destroyed
• He says don’t even think about coming back alone and not bring Ben Yamin with you

‣ So they agree and Yacoob says “I will put my trust in Allah that you will bring him back

Verse 67:

And he said, "O my sons, do not enter from one gate but enter from different gates; and I 
cannot avail you against [the decree of] Allah at all. The decision is only for Allah ; upon Him I 
have relied, and upon Him let those who would rely [indeed] rely."

‣ They can go back quickly because they still have the merchandise to go back with
‣ This time prophet Yacoob orders his sons not to enter from one door but from multiple 

doors
• Why?

- Yusuf  was handsome, but his brothers are also handsome
- They’re from a different land

- They dress differently, look different, they will stand out as foreigners
- Also, from the land of  prophet Yacoob, people were monotheists unlike in 

Egypt
- Gates in cities back there were surrounded by fortresses
- He advises them to take precautionary measures so you’re not struck by the evil 

eye
- Prophet said “the evil eye is true.”
- How does the evil eye happen?

- Maybe extreme jealousy allows shaytan to have some power
- Extremes allow the shaytan to have more power

- Whether it’s happiness, anger, etc.
- Being extremely angry allows higher chance of  possessions

- Not sure how the evil eye actually happens, but it could be a theory
- This is all by the will of  Allah, but one must take precautions
- When it comes to jealousy, there’s a cure

- Recite the last two surahs of  the Quran after each prayer
- Prophet used those two surahs once they were revealed instead of  

making dua against evil eye

Qabeelat Madinatayn 38
Beautiful Patience-Tafseer Surat Yusuf 



- We should do that and before we sleep as well

Verse 68:

And when they entered from where their father had ordered them, it did not avail them against 
Allah at all except [it was] a need within the soul of  Jacob, which he satisfied. And indeed, he 
was a possessor of  knowledge because of  what We had taught him, but most of  the people do 
not know.

• So they followed their father’s orders, and walked in by different gates
• So they went back to get food so that they can bring it back to Palestine (Kan 3an)
• They took all precautions of  their father

• Allah reveals that what Yacoob did was indeed knowledgeable and that is something 
that should be done

• Now all 12 brothers are in Egypt.
• Yusuf  is going to try to keep Ben Yamin in Egypt, and that’s going to cause more 

problems with Yacoob

Reflection:

‣ The “Faa” in the word “Falamaa” is an indication that they approached their father as 
soon as they want back to their father.
‣ They did not contest the concern of  their father and kept silent about it.
‣ They were glad when they saw things being returned to them which encouraged them to 

go back to their father and restating their request.
‣ There are permissible methods that can be used to achieve that which desired in goodness.
‣ A believer cannot be stung from the same hole twice.
‣ Trusting Allah is the best way of  protection.
‣ Honoring people is the best way to win hearts.
‣ It is permissible to take oath from a person that you don’t trust.
‣ A person is excused if  he/she does something un-willingly.
‣ Announcing your intention of  putting your trust in Allah will only strengthen the intention.
‣ Seeking protection from an evil eye is from the shari'a.
‣ To protect oneself  from doubtable situation is a must.
‣ Doing everything right may protect you from the qadr (creed) of  Allah.
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Verse 69:

And when they entered upon Joseph, he took his brother to himself; he said, "Indeed, I am your 
brother, so do not despair over what they used to do [to me]."

‣ Yusuf  takes care of  them as he usually does, but when he has time and see his brother 
alone, he reveals his identity
‣ The first person to realize that the minister of  finance in Egypt is prophet Yusuf  is Ben 

Yamin
‣ Yusuf  says don’t grieve for what they used to do

• Some scholars said “don’t grieve for what they did to me. I’m okay.”
• Others said “don’t grieve for what they did to you. It’s not going to happen anymore.”
• Others said “don’t grieve what’s going to happen right now.”

- So if  you see something strange happening, just stay calm and don’t overreact
‣ This is about thirty years since they have already passed

• So now people have families and there are grandchildren to prophet Yacoob as well
‣ Yusuf  wants to keep Ben Yamin in Egypt

Verse 70:

So when he had furnished them with their supplies, he put the [gold measuring] bowl into the 
bag of  his brother. Then an announcer called out, "O caravan, indeed you are thieves."

‣ When they load up the provision on the camel, Yusuf  takes the goblet of  the king 
(something that’s very valuable) and put it in the load of  Ben Yamin
‣ They’re about to leave and are headed towards the gate
‣ All 11 brothers are about to return to Palestine, and then it’s found out that the goblet of  

the king is lost
‣ The only people who have been in the area are the brothers of  Prophet Yusuf
‣ A caller is sent out and said “O people of  the caravan, indeed you guys are thieves.”
‣ If  they were truly thieves, they would take off

• They don’t do that because they know they didn’t steal anything

Verses 71-72:

They said while approaching them, "What is it you are missing?"
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They said, "We are missing the measure of  the king. And for he who produces it is [the reward 
of] a camel's load, and I am responsible for it."

‣ They say they’ve lost the goblet of  the king, and whoever brings it back, then he will have 
an extra camel’s load, and the caller says “I’ve been given permission to give an extra 
camel’s load if  you can bring me the goblet that is lost.”

Verse 73:

They said, "By Allah , you have certainly known that we did not come to cause corruption in 
the land, and we have not been thieves."

‣ They say “Surely you know we didn’t come here to cause mischief
‣ In Arabic, there’s walahi and talahi when you swear

• You say walahi when you want to emphasize a point
• When you ask a question, you say bilahi
• Talahi is emphasizing but there’s a probability

- The brothers don’t know for sure that these people actually know that they didn’t 
come to cause mischief

Verse 74:

The accusers said, "Then what would be its recompense if  you should be liars?"

‣ So they ask “what is the punishment according to your shari’ah or your religion?”
• They’re from Palestine and they’re following Prophet Yacoob, Ibrahim’s lineage

‣ They ask this so as to be a lesson in tarbeya
• If  you want your children to not argue with you, if  they have done something, make 

them set their punishment
- The first time they do something small, you let it go, but ask what to do with them 

if  they do it next time
• There’s no room for argument in this case
• If  you’re not strong from the beginning, then it causes a lot of  problems
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Verse 75:

[The brothers] said, "Its recompense is that he in whose bag it is found - he [himself] will be its 
recompense. Thus do we recompense the wrongdoers."

‣ They said “whoever’s load you find the goblet in, he can be a slave.”
‣ Thief  in the shari’ah in prophet Ibrahim, if  someone steals from someone and is caught, 

he becomes the slave of  that person

Verse 76:

So he began [the search] with their bags before the bag of  his brother; then he extracted it 
from the bag of  his brother. Thus did We plan for Joseph. He could not have taken his brother 
within the religion of  the king except that Allah willed. We raise in degrees whom We will, but 
over every possessor of  knowledge is one [more] knowing.

‣ Prophet Yusuf  begins looking in the loads of  his brothers first (so that it doesn’t look 
suspiscious)
‣ Then he gets the goblet from Ben Yamin’s
‣ Why did Yusuf  do this?

• He’s been commanded to do this
• Prophets and messengers aren’t allowed to leave the land they are set in unless they 

get permission from Allah.
- Yunus was eaten by a whale because he didn’t get permission to leave

• This has been planned already by Allah
- Allah decreed all of  this and planned all of  this to happen

‣ He wouldn’t have been able to keep his brother if  they used the rule of  the king
• Slavery isn’t part of  the king’s rules against stealing

‣ They applied the shari’ah at that time and can’t argue back
‣ Why is Allah allowing Ben Yamin to stay in Egypt knowing that Yacoob will be distressed 

greatly?
• Because Yacoob, the more patient he is, and the more trials and tribulations that 

occur, the higher his status will be in the hereafter
• Tests aren’t always calamities
• The greater tests are those of  prosperity
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- Because most people tend to forget Allah in times of  prosperity but they return to 
Allah in times of  hardship

• Allah knows but not everyone knows
- Above all those who are knowledgeable is the all-knowing

Verse 77:

They said, "If  he steals - a brother of  his has stolen before." But Joseph kept it within himself  
and did not reveal it to them. He said, "You are worse in position, and Allah is most knowing of 
what you describe."

‣ Ben Yamin doesn’t say anything
• If  you say nothing when accused of  cheating, it means he did it
• He doesn’t say anything because Yusuf  already told him
• They say “If  he stole, then his brother stole as well.”

- Some scholars said this means ‘this is just blatant lies. this is slanders.”
- Some scholars said that Yusuf  did take an idol because his grandfather from his 

mother’s side wasn’t Muslim so that they didn’t want him to worship these idols, 
and brothers considered that stealing

- Some scholars said stealing of  father’s love
- Most scholars said it’s just a bad side

• They don’t realize they’re speaking to Yusuf
• Yusuf  kept it in and didn’t reveal it to them (his identity)

- He said “you guys are worse in position, and Allah knows best of  what you’re 
saying.”

- What is it that Yusuf  holding back?
- Some scholars said that it was the words that come next “you guys are 

worse...”
- He can’t reveal the whole plan because he’s not given permission to reveal 

it yet
- Other scholars said that the whole plan was kept from them, but he did say 

“you guys are worse ...”

Verse 78:

They said, "O 'Azeez, indeed he has a father [who is] an old man, so take one of  us in place of  
him. Indeed, we see you as a doer of  good."
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‣ The brothers are in big trouble, and they have promised not to return without Ben Yamin
‣ They plead to Yusuf  by saying Azeez

• He used to call his master that and now his brothers are calling him that
• Some scholars say that the Azeez was the minister of  finance and Yusuf  took over that 

position
• They plead that they can take anyone else except for him

Verse 79:

He said, "[I seek] the refuge of  Allah [to prevent] that we take except him with whom we found 
our possession. Indeed, we would then be unjust."

‣ Yusuf  didn’t say “we’re not going to take anyone except for the thief ” because Ben Yamin 
wasn’t a thief
‣ This would be an injustice to take anyone else
‣ So prophet Yusuf  is able to keep Ben Yamin
‣ They have tried to the best of  their ability to convince the Aziz to take someone else, but 

now they’re lost hope.
‣ They know they’re not going to be able to bring him

Reflection:

‣ Yusuf  (u) honored his brother.
‣ To conceal the truth for greater benefit is permissible.
‣ Yusuf  (u) applied Y’aqub (u) shari'a to hold his brother back.
‣ The ruling of  Ju’alah.
‣ The ruling of  collateral in Islam.
‣ If  you want anything you must do the best that you can.
‣ The prohibition of  using un-Islamic laws.
‣ The book of  Allah must be implemented as Allah has intended.
‣ Using the Quran for innovation purposes is prohibited.
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THE COMPLICATION: YA’QUB AND THE SONS

Verse 80:

So when they had despaired of  him, they secluded themselves in private consultation. The 
eldest of  them said, "Do you not know that your father has taken upon you an oath by Allah 
and [that] before you failed in [your duty to] Joseph? So I will never leave [this] land until my 
father permits me or Allah decides for me, and He is the best of  judges.

‣ So they go outside in private to consult on what to do
• Announcer said it loudly so people have crowded

‣ The eldest said “Didn’t we take a solemn oath?  And remember what happened to Yusuf ”
• He’s speaking about something good, so he can be mentioned specifically
• People usually don’t want to talk about their crimes, but he feels guilty
• He said “I will not leave Egypt unless my father allows me to go back or until Allah 

decrees in this affair.”
- Unless the minister changes his mind

• He’s ashamed and regretful for everything that’s happening
• This is not an easy decision because he’s leaving behind his family

Verse 81:

Return to your father and say, "O our father, indeed your son has stolen, and we did not testify 
except to what we knew. And we were not witnesses of  the unseen,

‣ Scholars have said “wa ma shadidna”
• What got them into the problem from the beginning?

- The ruling
• We didn’t know that Ben Yamin was the one who was going to steal
• We just testified according to the ruling
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Verse 82:

And ask the city in which we were and the caravan in which we came - and indeed, we are 
truthful,"

‣ Yacoob doesn’t believe them and they say if  you don’t believe us, ask the people in Egypt
• He can’t travel because he’s old

‣ Or ask the people of  the caravan with us because it was a huge group
• Not all are going to be lying

‣ This time, they said “we are truthful” not “you wouldn’t believe us even if  we were 
truthful” like before

• They’ve cried wolf  too many times
‣ Yacoob has lost his three most beloved sons, and only 9 sons came back

• When is the suffering going to end?
• These are the best of  people

Verse 83:

[Jacob] said, "Rather, your souls have enticed you to something, so patience is most fitting. 
Perhaps Allah will bring them to me all together. Indeed it is He who is the Knowing, the 
Wise."

‣ Yacoob says to them the same words he told them already when they didn’t return with 
Yusuf
‣ Yacoob says “Indeed, surely this is something htat you yourselves have made up, and I 

will have beautiful patience
‣ He still has hopes however that all of  them will come back

• What is giving him those hopes?
- Part of  beautiful patience is having hope in Allah and putting your trust in Allah

Verse 84:

And he turned away from them and said, "Oh, my sorrow over Joseph," and his eyes became 
white from grief, for he was [of  that] a suppressor.
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‣ Crying doesn’t beautiful patience because it shows you’re turning to Allah in sincerity
• The more in need you are in Allah, the more likely you are to turn to Allah
• He lost all hope in everything EXCEPT Allah

‣ He doesn’t complain to others, but cries until he becomes blind

Verse 85:

They said, "By Allah , you will not cease remembering Joseph until you become fatally ill or 
become of  those who perish."

‣ The brothers say they’re afraid he’s going to remember Yusuf  until he grows old or until 
he passes away
‣ They use talahi=possibility

Verse 86:

He said, "I only complain of  my suffering and my grief  to Allah , and I know from Allah that 
which you do not know.

‣ Complaining nullifies beautiful patience (if  you’re not accepting what is there for you)
• Yacoob complains only to Allah and not to people

‣ Beautiful patience makes person beautiful even with old age
‣ What does he know that they don’t know?

• Because of  the dream of  Prophet Yusuf, he has interpreted that one day they will be 
together again, prostration of  stars are the brothers and the mother and the father are 
the sun and the moon

Verse 87:

O my sons, go and find out about Joseph and his brother and despair not of  relief  from Allah . 
Indeed, no one despairs of  relief  from Allah except the disbelieving people."
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‣ He tells them to go look for their two brothers (he knows the eldest is doing self  exile and 
he knows where he is and can come back)
‣ Why didn’t Yacoob tell them to go look from him before?

• Because they said he was dead, and he didn’t want them to continue lying
‣ He tells them that only those who don’t belief  are those who lose hope in Allah

• It’s like saying “Ya Allah, you don’t even know what I’m going through.”

Reflection:

‣ Sanctity and holiness of  oaths.
‣ It is imperative to support your arguments with evidence.
‣ Beautiful patience will only bring about good things.
‣ Always expect good from your Lord.
‣ Weeping and crying will not invalidate, abolish, or nullify beautiful patience.
‣ Yaqub (u) cried until he was blind.
‣ The difference between “tahsas” and “tajasus”.
‣ Sadness can kill.
‣ Allah always remembers the demoralized or those who are oppressed.
‣ True believers complain only to Allah, invoke Allah and pray humbly to Allah.
‣ It is forbidden to lose hope or despair in Allah.

THE CLIMAX

Verse 88:

So when they entered upon Joseph, they said, "O 'Azeez, adversity has touched us and our 
family, and we have come with goods poor in quality, but give us full measure and be charitable 
to us. Indeed, Allah rewards the charitable."

‣ They have a large family, and they don’t have enough food and don’t have anything to 
trade with
‣ They’re just going to Egypt in hopes that they can get something and ask pretty much 

begging
• They know Aziz is very kind
• “You don’t want to anger anyone who has all the food.”
• They say “indeed, misfortune has struck our family, and we have only brought 

merchandise poor in quality, and please give us our full rations, and give us sadaka. 
Allah rewards the charitable

• They use tasadik
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- Scholars says it was okay for prophets to get from the sadaka
- They didn’t say “give us gifts (hadaya)”

• At this point, Yusuf  is able to reveal who he is
- Allah told him in the well that he will be able to be in a greater and higher status

Verse 89:

He said, "Do you know what you did with Joseph and his brother when you were ignorant?"

‣ Yusuf  says “Do you remember with Yusuf  and his brother when you were ignorant and 
were wrong?”

• That gave it away
• No one in Egypt knows it was Yusuf  except Ben Yamin

‣ They realized it was Yusuf

Verse 90:

They said, "Are you indeed Joseph?" He said "I am Joseph, and this is my brother. Allah has 
certainly favored us. Indeed, he who fears Allah and is patient, then indeed, Allah does not 
allow to be lost the reward of  those who do good."

‣ They ask “are you Yusuf ?” He says “Yes, and this is my brohter.  Indeed Allah has been 
gracious to us.”
‣ Moral of  the story: Indeed, he who has taqwa, who fears Allah, he who tries his best to do 

that which is good, and you do the best you can to protect yourself  from the punishment 
of  Allah, and he who has patience (in all its three aspects), for surely Allah doesn’t make 
the efforts or rewards of  mohseneen go to waste
‣ Even if  you do good things that no one can see, Allah can see

• Just be sincere (to be sincere, be alone and increase in ibadah)

Verse 91:

They said, "By Allah , certainly has Allah preferred you over us, and indeed, we have been 
sinners."
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‣ They respond to him and say “surely you were favored over us by Allah, and we were 
wrong.”
‣ When Prophet came to meccah in 8th year, victorious, he had conquered mecca, he could 

do anything to people of  mecca
• Rule is when you conquer a city, you can kill all the men or make them slaves, or you 

could forgive them and let them go
• Prophet was expelled and tortured from meccah.  He had to escape because they were 

after him trying to murder him
• These were his own relatives who did this, and now they are under his mercy.
• He says “What do you think I’m going to do to you?”

- The people of  mecca are trembling
- They say “You’re our brother, a son of  a noble brother, a son of  a noble brother, 

and you’re of  us.”
- They’re hoping he goes easy on them

- He says “There’s no blame on you today, go and you are free.”
- That was the pinnacle of  the prophet Mohamed

Verse 92:

He said, "No blame will there be upon you today. Allah will forgive you; and He is the most 
merciful of  the merciful."

‣ Yusuf, his brothers harmed them also, so he does the same thing Prophet Mohamed did 
‣ He doesn’t even mention blame for what, so as not to make them feel awkward
‣ Scholars say he says “Allah will forgive you” because there are conditions of  forgiveness:

• There has to be sorrow
• There has to be conviction that you won’t go back to it
• The person you harmed has to forgive you (if  another person is involved)

- Yusuf  has forgiven them

Reflection:

‣ Asking questions is one of  the best ways of  teaching.
‣ Wrong doing should not be corrected with another wrong doing.
‣ Taqwa and Sabr is the recipe to success.
‣ Allah will never waste the efforts of  the righteous.
‣ Admitting a mistake is more dignified than defending it.
‣ Yusuf  (u) pardoned and forgave his brothers so pardon people whenever you can.
‣ Always give the credit where the credit is due.
‣ Those who are righteous and patient will prosper.
‣ A Muslim is concerned about the feelings of  his brothers.
‣ Comforting those who fear harm.
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‣ Make dua for those who did you wrong.

Verse 93:

Take this, my shirt, and cast it over the face of  my father; he will become seeing. And bring me 
your family, all together."

‣ Yusuf  says “take this shirt of  mine”
• The shirt was what caused the sorrow of  Yacoob from the beginning
• The cure of  any harm is its opposite, so it’s to nullify it
• This time the shirt is going to return

‣ Put it on the face of  my father and he will be able to see and bring all of  your family to 
Egypt

• They have nobility now and can live comfortably
• What caused Yacoob’s blindness will restore it

Verse 94:

And when the caravan departed [from Egypt], their father said, "Indeed, I find the smell of  
Joseph [and would say that he was alive] if  you did not think me weakened in mind."

‣ They go back to their father
‣ As soon as the caravan departs from Egypt (it’s over a week’s journey away), Yacoob says 

“I smell the scent of  Yusuf. If  you don’t think I’m senile, I would’ve said more than that.”
• Who’s at home? The grandchildren and the wives
• Some scholars have said he would’ve said “Yusuf  is alive.”

Verse 95:

They said, "By Allah , indeed you are in your [same] old error."

‣ They said “you’re still in your arrant ways. You’re blinded by your love for Yusuf.”
‣ They’re sorry for him, and they don’t want him to be like that
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Verse 96:

        
And when the bearer of  good tidings arrived, he cast it over his face, and he returned [once 
again] seeing. He said, "Did I not tell you that I know from Allah that which you do not know?"

‣ Scholars said that same person who brought the shirt the first time brought it again to 
nullify his sins
‣ Bashira isn’t the name, it’s just a name for person who brings gladtidings
‣ That person tosses the shirt in Yacoob’s face, and then his sight returned

• Can we do that to our shirts?
- No

• The remnants of  prophets and messengers are blessed
‣ Yacoob with returned vision, he says “Didn’t I tell you that I did know from Allah that 

which you didn’t know?”
• Scholars say that this means that the brothers didn’t know about the dream but still 

plotted against him anyway
• Yacoob knew about the dream and the brothers didn’t know

Verse 97:

They said, "O our father, ask for us forgiveness of  our sins; indeed, we have been sinners."

‣ It’s permissible to ask others to make du’a for you to forgive your sins on the condition 
that you make du’a for yourself

• If  you’re going to ask someone to make du’a for you, you have to do it as well

Verse 98:

He said, "I will ask forgiveness for you from my Lord. Indeed, it is He who is the Forgiving, the 
Merciful."

‣ He says “sawf ” as in “I will” because he’s waiting for the last third of  the night because 
that’s the time it’s most hopeful

• The best time to ask for forgiveness is when everyone’s asleep
‣ Yacoob loved all his sons and wanted the best for all of  them

• That’s the type of  father he was
‣ They also tell that they should go to Egypt because that’s what Yusuf  said
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• They have authority over the land
• Authority will be given to those who are righteous in the end

Verse 99:

And when they entered upon Joseph, he took his parents to himself  and said, "Enter Egypt, 
Allah willing, safe [and secure]."

‣ Yusuf  is waiting for them outside the gates
‣ Yusuf  takes his parents in, and he says “Enter all of  you Egypt. Insha’Allah in full 

security, in full peace.”
• He’s welcoming them

Verse 100:

And he raised his parents upon the throne, and they bowed to him in prostration. And he said, 
"O my father, this is the explanation of  my vision of  before. My Lord has made it reality. And 
He was certainly good to me when He took me out of  prison and brought you [here] from 
bedouin life after Satan had induced [estrangement] between me and my brothers. Indeed, my 
Lord is Subtle in what He wills. Indeed, it is He who is the Knowing, the Wise.

‣ He told his parents to go up and sit on the throne and they all went down in prostration to 
Yusuf  

• The father, the mother, and the brothers
• Scholars have also said it may be aunt (because mother may have passed away)

- Only Allah knows
• Prostration was permissible for respect in their shari’ah

- Not permissible to do so in our shari’ah now
- When Ibn Afan came back from Sham, he prostrated to Prophet and Prophet said 

“That’s not permissible. If  it were, then...”
• It’s not shirk at this time because it’s by the order of  Allah

- This is also why the angels prostrated of  respect to Adam
‣ This is the interpretation of  the dream
‣ Yusuf  says “this is the fulfillment of  the interpretation of  the dream that I saw before.”
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‣ And then he says “Allah was kind to me when he took me out of  that prison.”
• He didn’t say “Of  the well.”

- This is aklaq on Yusuf  and what we should aspire to be
- If  you forgave someone, don’t bring up what they did
- He doesn’t even blame his brothers and said “after the shaytan caused the enmity 

between me and my brothers. Indeed my Lord is most kind and courteous to 
whom he wills.”

‣ One of  the characteristics of  the people of  jennah is that they’re forgiving
• Also those who hold back their anger

Verse 101:

                 
My Lord, You have given me [something] of  sovereignty and taught me of  the interpretation of 
dreams. Creator of  the heavens and earth, You are my protector in this world and in the 
Hereafter. Cause me to die a Muslim and join me with the righteous."

‣ Allah tells us the du’a Yusuf  used
‣ Some scholars say this is the du’a that he said before he passed away, but others just said 

that he’s saying it after all that has happened
‣ “Oh my Lord, you’ve taught me the interpretation of  dreams, you are the Lord and the 

creator of  the heavens and the earth. You’re my protector in this world and the hereafter. 
Help me die in a state of  Islam.”

• This is something you should always ask Allah
• Prophet used to always make du’a “Oh, changer of  hearts, keep me firm on your 

religion.”

Reflection:

‣ Miracles of  the prophets (Yusuf's (u) shirt restored his father's eyesight).
‣ In the absence of  tangible objects a strange sense may bring things to reality as Yaqub said 

when he mentioned that he smells Yusuf.
‣ It is desired to be prompt in giving good news to the people.
‣ Sometimes feelings can be stronger than the tangible evidence.
‣ In ayah 95  ضالل means love.
‣ It is permissible to throw things at your parents in case of  necessity.
‣ Seeking forgiveness from the parents in the occurrence of  short-comings.
‣ The necessity of  admitting mistakes and consequence of  denying them.
‣ The power of  the dua of  a parent.
‣ Utilizing the time when the prayers are answered by Allah.
‣ Honoring ones parents.
‣ Yusuf  (u) became Aziz in Egypt after he was a slave.
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‣ Respect that Yusuf  (u) had for his parents.
‣ The difference between prostrating in front of  Allah and prostrating in front of  others.
‣ Interpretation of  a dream may take place years after the original occurrence of  the dream.
‣ A believer should not be enthusiastic in hurting other people’s feelings.
‣ Appreciating the favor of  your lord though it may seem insignificant to you at the time.
‣ The power of  mentioning only good about the others.
‣ Allah is very forbearing to His servants.
‣ Allah may re-unite those when there is no hope for re-union.
‣ When Allah blesses one with the blessing of  Islam they should not overlook it and should 

ask Allah to take the soul away only in the state of  Islam.
‣ The purpose of  the story is to extract lessons and to learn from them.
‣ Be grateful to Allah.
‣ Allah is the wali of  every believer until the doomsday.
‣ Allah is the Wali of  the believers on the day of  resurrection.
‣ The best thing is to ask Allah to allow you to die as a Muslim.
‣ If  a righteous servant asks Allah, Allah will make him/her more righteous.

IMPLICATION: LESSONS FROM THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD AND THE UMMAH

Verse 102:

That is from the news of  the unseen which We reveal, [O Muhammad], to you. And you were 
not with them when they put together their plan while they conspired.

‣ This whole surah was revealed to Mohamed and you were not there when they plotted 
against Yusuf, but Allah revealed it to the prophet

Verse 103:

And most of  the people, although you strive [for it], are not believers.

‣ Allah says “And most of  the people will not accept the message no matter how hard you 
try, just keep trying and be sincere about it.”

Verse 104:

And you do not ask of  them for it any payment. It is not except a reminder to the worlds.
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‣ And only do it for Allah and with sincerity not for a payment
‣ Prophet Mohamed could’ve had EVERYTHING, but Prophet said let me be hungry for 

one day and full the next day
• So that he can be patient one day and thankful the next days
• If  you were stretch with hands, you would touch the roof  and if  you were to sleep on 

floor stretching, you would touch the walls
• This was the best of  mankind

‣ Your job is just to remind the people

Verse 105:

And how many a sign within the heavens and earth do they pass over while they, therefrom, are 
turning away.

‣ And look at how many signs there are that people just pass by and they turn away from 
there
‣ All these things are indications of  the existence of  Allah
‣ There are signs everywhere of  Allah but people become desensitized to it

Verse 106:

And most of  them believe not in Allah except while they associate others with Him.

‣ Most people do believe in Allah, but they also associate

Verse 107:

Then do they feel secure that there will not come to them an overwhelming [aspect] of  the 
punishment of  Allah or that the Hour will not come upon them suddenly while they do not 
perceive?

‣ Why do you feel secure an peace when Allah can send punishment at any time?
‣ How about the hour (death or the day of  judgement)
‣ We see calamities all over, we should fear them as well
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Verse 108:

Say, "This is my way; I invite to Allah with insight, I and those who follow me. And exalted is 
Allah ; and I am not of  those who associate others with Him."

‣ If  you want to follow the sunnah of  the prophet, call to Allah
‣ Those who are on the straight path are those who call to Allah
‣ You also have to be knowledgeable and have wisdom to do so
‣ Those people who call to Allah with basira are with me, and glory be to Allah, I’m surely 

not of  the mushrikeen

Verse 109:

And We sent not before you [as messengers] except men to whom We revealed from among the 
people of  cities. So have they not traveled through the earth and observed how was the end of  
those before them? And the home of  the Hereafter is best for those who fear Allah ; then will 
you not reason?

‣ The prophets and messengers before were men who were sent to people of  the town
‣ The weren’t prophets and messengers, but people of  respect
‣ Allah said “All you have faced, all the prophets and messengers have also faced.”
‣ And do they not traverse the earth and see the end results of  all those people before?

Verse 110:

[They continued] until, when the messengers despaired and were certain that they had been 
denied, there came to them Our victory, and whoever We willed was saved. And Our 
punishment cannot be repelled from the people who are criminals.

‣ This surah was revealed to the prophet that the prophets and messengers were also in the 
same situation, and they almost thought that “where is this promise of  victory going to 
come, and then Allah opens it up.”
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‣ Prophet Mohamed is being reminded that Allah in the end is just and Allah is there to 
help the believers
‣ There’s a light at the end of  the tunnel
‣ But be patient because you will be tested and tested and tested, and when you think 

there’s no way out, Allah will open a way for you
‣ These stories aren’t just stories, but a way to live by
‣ You can read these stories many times over and over and can always learn something 

from them

Verse 111:

There was certainly in their stories a lesson for those of  understanding. Never was the Qur'an a 
narration invented, but a confirmation of  what was before it and a detailed explanation of  all 
things and guidance and mercy for a people who believe.

‣ Allah says surely there are lessons in these stories of  those of  understanding “Le ooli al 
albab”
‣ This isn’t something that’s made up and forged but a confirmation of  the existence of  

Allah’s book, a confirmation of  that which was there before and a guide and a mercy for 
those who believe

• If  you want guidance from Allah, read these stories
• Allah is reminding us to keep reading through these stories and we will learn more.

Reflection:

‣ Allah called the past Al-Ghaib.
‣ Guidance comes from Allah only.
‣ The prophet (r) was eager to guide people.
‣ Prophets never ask for anything in return from their people.
‣ The purpose of  the heavens and the earth is for us to reflect.
‣ None has the right be associated with Allah.
‣ Never feel secure from the torment of  Allah.
‣ The correct way to call to Allah is the way of  Muhammad (r).
‣ We must call to Allah with knowledge.
‣ All of  the messengers of  Allah were men.
‣ We should learn from the nations before us.
‣ Akhirah is for the mutaqeen.
‣ Those who are intelligent reflect on the reality of  this life.
‣ Messengers of  Allah never lose hope in Allah.
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